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The Right HonouRABLE and HoNoURABLE 


THE 
TRUSTEES 
i OF THE 


LINEN MANUFACTURE. 


HAT general Silence, which 
prevails amongſt Men, whole 
Pens might perhaps better ſuit 
the Taſk, has induced me toput 
into ſome Order, ſuch Remarks, 
as my Experience as a Manufacturer, and Ad- 
vantages in conducting the Linen Manufacture 
in general, have qualified me to make; and 1 
take this Method of referring them to the 
Conſideration of the Honourable Board: 
A 3 Should 


DEDICATION. 


Should they a to deſerve your Atention, 
and in any Reſpect, promote the true Intereſt 
of the Linen ManufaCture of this Kingdom, it 
will ſufficiently repay my Pains. Who am, 
with the greateſt Reſpect, Gentlemen, 


Vour moſt Humble, 


And moſt Obedient Servant, 


Rob. Stephenſon. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
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PRESENT STATE, Ec. 
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In Relation to FLAX-SEED. 


| S I propoſe treating of ſeveral Branches 
of the Linen Manufacture in Cour ſe, this 
properly is the firſt Article, and I ſhall take 
up leſs Time under this Head than it may 
be ſuppoſed from its Importance to require, as I 
believe the many Experiments you have made on 
it, muſt have given you a very good Opportunity 
of judging what Steps are moſt ſalutary to be 
taken for the Future. | 
The Improvement, Extenſion, and Support of 
our Linen Manufacture neceſſarily depend on the 
providing Materials of the beſt Quality, and on the 
cheapeſt Terms, conſequently the Importation of 
Flax-ſeed of a proper Age and Growth to ſuit the 
various Demands of the Public, muſt always be well 
worthy the Inſpection of your honourable Board. 
It's to be hoped Experience will inform you, that it 
is very injudicious to embark in any Branch (parti- 
cularly this) of the Linen Manufacture, at your 
own Expence, as the Public can reap no Advantage 
from thence, for the following Reaſons : Whatever 
Encouragements you may propoſe to the Farmer, or 
| | A 4. | Flax- 
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Flax · Grower, yet they will not induce him to ſow that 
Country Flax · ſeed he does not find from Experience 
to agree with the Nature of his Soil; and the cautious 
Merchant will decline giving his cuſtomary Orders 
for that ſort of Flax-ſeed he finds you engage in, leſt 
the Market ſhould thereby be over-ſtocked ; altho' 


it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe his Experience might in- 


form him how, and from what Place, to import on 
much better Terms. 

However, ſuppoſe your Adventure is attended 
with neither of thoſe national Diſadvantages, the 
evil Conſequence to the Public may ſtill be the grea- 
ter ; for, ſhould the poor Farmer quit that certain 
Path which Experience has taught him, by ſowing 
Seed that doth not agree with his Soil, the Loſs of 
his Labour, his Land, and firſt Coſt of Flax-ſeed, 
may reduce his induſtrious little Family to Beggary 
for want of that Material, which was the Security 
of the Landlord. as well as their own Proviſion. 
The Merchant likewiſe, ſhould he give Orders 
for his uſual Quantity, may find the Market 
glutted with thad particular kind of Seed, and is 
thereby diſcouraged from ordering any the ſucceed- 
ing Year, whereby the Farmer that uſed to ſow that 
Sort annually, finds himſelf diſtreſſed in not being 
able to procure the Kind of Flax-ſeed that has al- 
ways anſwered his Purpoſe. Theſe Conſiderations 
ſhould guard you againſt interfering in that Branch 
of the Linen Manufacture, leſt you ſhould endan- 
ger the throwing it out of the natural Channel, and 
you will think the Scheme of importing Flax-ſeed 
leſs intereſting to embark in, when you are in- 
formed, that there is ſufficient Store and to ſpare, 
annually imported of every Country Growth we 
uſe, and the Farmer's Experience directs him beſt 
what Country Flax.ſeed to ſow ; and the Demand 
on the Merchant what Country Seed, and the Quan- 
tity he is to import. 
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In Relation to FL AX. 


OUR honourable Board have always been ve- 
ry attentive to this Article; but it is preſumed 
through want of Information, and by purſuing the 
Plans of ſuch as only conſult their on Intereſts, 
you have been greatly miſled, as will appear in a 
few Inſtances following ; however, you will think 
all your Encouragements in railing Iriſb Flax well 
diſpoſed of when you are informed of its Merits. 

The Quality of 1:4 Flax is of a very different 
Nature from that of Ry/jia, or almoſt any other 
Country from whence we, at any time, import. 

It is a Maxim amongſt Manufacturers, founded 
on Experience, That Yarn made of 7r:/þ Flax is ſu- 
perior in Quality, and more uſeful to the Manufac- 
turer, by one ſixth Part of the Value, than that of 
equal Appearance made of Foreign Flax : But to 
make this more clear, thirty-ſix Pounds of Yarn 
ſpun out of [rib Flax, will run as far as forty-one to 
0 Pounds of Yarn made of Foreign Flax, 
and at the ſame time the Yarn made of Iriſb Flax, 
ſhall cloath and ſkin, better in the Linen, than that 
made of the Foreign Flax, by which Means the 
Linen will bring a better Price, and the Experience 
of each Market, to which we export our Linens, 
ſufficiently evidence the Quality of our Flax being 
better by our Linens out-wearing that of every Na- 
tion whatever, where there is at firſt an equal Ap» 
pearance of Strength : And there is a ſtill greater 
Diſadvantage attends the making Uſe of Foreign 
Flax in our Manufacture, when laid on the Bleach- 
2 its almoſt a Certainty that it turns out full of 
Rows, liked a ſtriped Ticken, never to be bleached 
out; and at beſt it requires double Stuff and Labour 
to bring it to a tolerable Colour. This I have ex- 
perienced to be Fact, and can give the fulleſt De- 

monſtration 
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monſtration of it: And this alone diſqualifies us 
from carrying on the finer Branches of the Manu- 
facture, which require Colour, with any certainty 
of acquiring Reputation, where there is any foreign 
Flax whatever vended. 

I ſhall n endeavour, in ſome Meaſure, to ac- 
count for thak native Advantage which Experience 
manifeſts to us in 1riſþ Flax over the Foreign, and 
it will appear, at leaſt, as conſiderable as I have re- 
repreſented it, to every minute Examiner. 

Iriſh Flax, in every Degree of Operation, is re- 
markable for its Silkineſs and kindly manner of 
working ; and its being pulled generally before the 
Seed is thoroughly formed, whereby the Juices are 
exhauſted from the Stalk, and the Coat, or Harle, 
more parched with the Sun, contributes not a little 
to this, as well as its Fineneſs, Tt eaſily ſplits on 
the Hackle into a greater Multiplicity of Harles or 
Fibres, than the Foreign Flax, and from its Silki- 
neſs ariſes a Down that cloaths the Linen, and its 
requiring a greater Number of Harles to compoſe 
the Thread makes it the leſs ſolid, and conſequent- 
ly lighter than the Yarn made of Foreign Flax of 
equal Appearance in Fineneſs. 

The Foreign Flax we import is of a firm ad ſo- 
lid Quality, and compared with 714 Weight heavy 
to its Appearance, its Coat harſh and ſtaring, and 
will not eaſily ſplit on the Hackle; and there are 
evidently ſome Particles or Salts in it, contracted from 
the Soil in the Eaſt Country, and the intenſe and 
ſcorching Heat of the Sun, they are ſubject to in 
the Summer Months, which, joined with that So- 
lidity in the Harle, prevents the Materials in bleach- 
ing from operating with that Eaſe as on 7rifþ Flax, 
and, as I have before taken Notice, it's too often 
found that our Linens are made of ſuch Flax as no 
Aſhes, or Sours, will bring to a Colour: And this 
is certainly owing to their having a Mixture of Yarn 

made 
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made of Foreign Flax in them; for it's obſervable, 
that you will rarely meet with a rowy Piece of Linen 
brought from any Part of the Country where there 
is not a Vent for Foreign Flax. 

Theſe Conſiderations ſhould induce you to leave 
no Scheme untried, until the Public are put in a 
proper Way of ſupplying themſelves with a ſuffici- 
ent Quantity of Flax of our own Growth. And in 
doing ſo you would, in a great Meaſure, remove 
the many Complaints attributed toRubbing- boards, 
as I am of Opinion the greater Part of our preſent 
Damages are occaſioned by the bringing Linens 
(where any Part is compoſed of Foreign Flax) to a 
proper Colour. 

I will now venture to give my Opinion, in reſpect 
to ſuch Meaſures as might probably have the de- 
fired Effect, in promoting the Growth of Jriſb Flax, 
without being ſo liable to Impoſitions, as the preſent 
Way of diſtributing Premiums. 

In the firſt Place, then, I would recommend the 
ſtriking off all Flax-ſhops, and every Encourage- 
ment whatever in the Kingdom for vending Flax ; 
and, when you ſet about this uſeful Work with Spi- 
rit, ſo as effectually to encourage the raiſing a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity for our own Conſumption, the Con- 
tinuation of any Encouragement in favour of Fo- 
reign, or whomſoever ſhall manufacture Foreign 
Flax, muſt be judged imprudent, as that would be 
giving Premiums in direct Contradiction to each 
other, which ſhould always be carefully avoided. 
By this Means you'll add a Saving to your Fund that, 
with proper Care, may be ſufficient to execute the 
Plan I would recommend, which is no other than a 
laving Improvement on a Scheme laid down to you 
by a worthy Member of your honourable Board, in 
a Letter to the Right Hon. the Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons, by appointing a Premium to 
be given at ſo much per Cent. on the Value, on all 

the 


© 
the clean ſcutched Flax produced before an In* 
ſpector, appointed by you and the Magiſtrates of 
each County at the Quarter-ſefſions, or ſuch cen- 
tral Town, and at ſuch Time as you ſhould think 
proper to appoint, and leave it to the Owners and 
Growers of the Flax to find a Market for it. | 
Suppoſe you begun by giving 10 per Cent. on the 
Value of the clean ſcutched Flax produced, then a 
Premium of goool. which is not a great deal more 
than Flax-ſhops have coſt you in a Year, would 
produce 50000). Value of Flax, which of Iriſb Flax, 
according to our uſual Prices of three Pence to four 
Pence halfpenny per Pound, would be an additional 
Quantity ſufficient to ſupply the whole Kingdom. 
However, this 1s ſuppoſing every one to produce 
their Flax for the Premium, which could never be 
the Caſe, as it would only be worthy the Attention 
of Flax Farmers to apply for it, and by this Means 
ou might be enabled with ſafety to encreaſe your 
33 the ſecond Year, if you found the firſt 

not a ſufficient Encouragement. 
Under this Reſtraint no one could poſſibly claim 
but from Merit, nor would you be ſubject to a grea- 
ter Premium than the Value of the Flax produced,as 
has been the Caſe heretofore, as the ſame Author 
very clearly repreſents to you in his Letter, Page 6. 
where the Board, in the Year 1753, paid 2000, 
Premium for raiſing Flax, where the full Value of 
all the Flax produced, as appears by their own Cer- 
tificates, would not amount to 1000). ; and this 
Scheme will be thought the leſs expenſive and trou- 
bleſome to execute when you obſerve, that it is on- 
ly changing the Manner of applying the ſame Sum 
or the ſame Purpoſe; and, if by ſtriking off a Par- 
cel of Flax-ſhops that are, at preſent, evidently of 
very little Uſe, (and but too many of them appoint- 
ed to Creatures that think of nothing more than 
making Affidavits annually conformable to _ Or- 
ers, 


[an] 

ders, ſo as to obtain your Premiums) and applying 
the Fund, according to the above Scheme, you can 
obtain the deſired Effect, it will be a moſt whole- 
ſome and advantageous Plan for the Public, in ad- 
ding a great Saving to the Nation in providing our 
own Material, employing our Poor, cultivating our 
Lands, and preventing many of being guilty of 
wilful Perjury, as is daily the Caſe at preſent. 

I cannot, however, paſs this Article without tak- 
ing notice of your eſtabliſhed Encouragements for 
Flax · dreſſers. You have Salaries appointed for them 
to the Amount, I believe, of upwards of ;o0/. per 
Annum, beſides the great Encouragement given to 
ſupport the Poor-houſe Scheme, which the laſt 
mentioned Author values at 850/l. per Annum, by 
which means you have created a number of this 
Trade, at leaſt three Times as many as is neceſſary. 
Pray, would it not be more adviſeable at this Time, 
to carry this Part of your Fund into ſome other 


Channel, that may be thought more uſeful to the 
Public, | 8 
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In Relation to SPINNING, and 
SPINNING-SCHOOLS. 


1 Believe this Article has been the moſt expenſive 
L of any Branch of the Linen Manufacture to 
your honourable Board, and that in a great meaſure 
owing to your not putting your Schools at firſt un- 
der proper Regulations, ſo as to terminate at a 
certain Period of Time, when that Part of the Coun- 
try, where they were appointed, might be ſuppoſed 
to have acquired a ſufficient Knowledge in Spin- 
ning. It is true, nothing could be more conducive 
to the Advancement of the Linen Manufacture, and 
Improvement of the Country in general, than for- 
warding this ufeful Scheme, in pointing out the 


Way for each poor Family to employ themſelves 


to the greateſt Advantage for their mutual Sup- 
port, without danger of exceeding the Conſumpti- 
on. 

However I am of opinion you'll now obſerve 
your Attention has been ſo cloſe to the Article of 
Spinning, that you have in ſome meaſure neglec- 
ted the Weaving Branch, which in a manufacturing 
Country ſhould rather lead, as Weavers will create 
Spinning, but Spinners will never lead the Country 
into Weaving, as may be inſtanced in the County 
of Mayo, and many other Counties, where the 
Women are generally Spinners, and ſcarce a Wea- 
ver to be found, 

IT ſhall under the Title of Weaving give my 
Reaſons why the creating of Weavers has not in- 
creaſed as quick as Spinners, and ſhew, that the 
diſagreeable Situation of a Manufacturer in not ha- 
ving his Property ſecured, fo as to carry on the 
Weaving-branch without an infinite deal of Trou- 


ble, is the ſole Reaſon, why Men of Property and 
| Fortune 
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Fortune very rarely embark deeply in the ſouthern 
Provinces of this Kingdom, but leave the now 
troubleſome Situation of conducting and employ- 
ing Weavers to People of narrow Circumſtances, 
who can the better attend the few they employ, 
and thereby, for want of Capital, ſubject the weav- 
ing Branch to the many Viciſſitudes that Trade is 
liable to, and by this Means the poor Weaver is 
turned Idle when there is not an immediate De- 
mand ; which alone 1s ſufficient to diſcourage poor 
People from breeding their Sons Weavers : But 
to return to Spinning, 

I believe it will be readily granted, that there 
is no Occaſion for appointing Spinning-ſchools 
to inſtruct ſuch Children in Spinning, whoſe 
Parents are profeſſed Spinners of Linen Yarn, and 
yet, almoſt all your Spinning-ſchools are filled with 
ſuch Scholars; and what is ſtill: more extraor- 
dinary, many of your Spinning: ſchool- miſtreſſes, 
pay Girls a ſmall Premium to come and Spin for 
themſelves in thoſe Schools, ſo as to put it in the 
Power of the School-miſtreſs to make an Affidavit, 
agreeable to your Regulations to receive your 
Bounty, 

The Acquiſition of the Art of Spinning is not ſo 
difficult a Taſk as to require any School being ap- 
pointed in any Neighbourhood, or even County, 
where the ſpinning of Linen-yarn is in Practice; 
and, it is to be obſerved, that the many Improve- 
ments made daily in the Linen Manufacture, 
greatly vary the Neceſſities of it's Encouragements; 
and I am humbly. of Opinion, if you were more 
ſparing of your eſtabliſhing Grants for a Courſe of 
Years to Flax Factories, Bleach-yards and Spin- 
ning-ſchools, and only aſſiſt them as their imme» 
diate Merits deſerve, you might avoid being at 
any Time ſtinted in your Fund, and apply your Sa- 
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vings to more uſeful Purpoſes, many of which, I 
ſhall point out in the Courſe of my Remarks. 

There is another Conſideration foes have you 
take in, with Reſpect to the ſpinning of Linen- 
yarn ; you are not at preſent under a Neceſſity of 
inforcing Spinning, but leave it to make its own 
Way; as we have nearly as much Yarn to ſpare 
annually, as we manufacture into our exported 
Linens; and Women might be more advantage- 
ouſly employ'd in weaving up ſome of the Yarn we 
have to ſpare, into ſome of the lighter Branches of 
the Manufacture, ſuch as Buckrams, Britannias,@&c. 
And it is very well known, the Engliſb Manufac- 
tures can be ſupplied with Eaſt Country Yarn on 
as reaſonable Terms, and the Duties on foreign 
Yarn imported into England have been taken off 
within theſe two or three Years, in Expectation that 
we ſhould weave up all our o- n Yarn ; and indeed, 
it is a very favourable Circumſtance, by which 
Means we have an Opportunity of carrying our 
Linen Manufactures to the higheſt Degree of Per- 
fection, and adding to our national Wealth by the 
Encreaſe and Employment of our Workmen. 

I cannot paſs over this Article, without tas 
king Notice of one Rule that never ſhould be 
neglected, always to avoid the drawing Flax be- 
yond the Staple ; for, by this ill judged Maxim, 
of thinking the fineſt Spinners the moſt eſtimable, 
the Progreſs of learning to Spin, and the Trade of 
Weaving have been greatly retarded ; beſides, 
the Prejudice that (drawing Flax beyond the Sta- 
ple) muſt naturally do the Manufacture, is of 
the worſt Conſequence, and the ſpinning School- 
miſtreſſes have been rather more culpable in this 
laſt mentioned Article, than any others in the King- 
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In Relation to WEAVIN G- 


T HIS Branch of the Manufacture will, upon 
Examination, appear, to deſerve your Atten- 
tion and Aſſiſtance in a much greater Degree than 
any yet mentioned; for it is your Province to learn 
from Men of the greateſt Experience and Know- 
ledge in the Linen Manufacture in Great-Britam 
and Ireland, what Species, or Kind of Linen the 
Yarn ſpun in the ſeveral Counties of this Kingdom, 
may moſt uſefully and properly be converted to, 
and then, by a ſmall and well regulated Premium 
for that County, or Diſtrict, lead the Inhabitants 
into that Branch which ſhall appear moſt ſuitable 
to the Nature of their Yarn and Spinning, by 
which Means you would remove two great Incon- 
veniencies that at preſent injure the Public. | 

The firſt is, manufacturing our Yarn into ex- 
traordinary Quantities of particular Kinds of Linens, 
thereby overſtocking and clogging the Markets 
with that Article, whilſt other Branches of the 
Manufacture, to which Part of the Yarn might be 
more properly applied lie totally neglected. And, 
in the ſecond Place, leaving thoſe unexperienced 
Parts of the Kingdom where the Manufacture is ex- 
tending itſelf, to fall into ſuch Branches as are moſt 
commonly known, without enquiring into the Qua- 
lity of the Varn made there, or conſidering what 
Species of the Manufacture it would moſt properly 
ſuit, | 

For want of ſuch timely Information, fo as to 
repreſent in the plaineſt, and the eaſieſt Way, the 
Nature of conducting ſuch Manufactures, as from 
the Quality of their Yarn, and the Genius of the 
People they ſhall be apteſt to ſucceed in, Manufac- 
turers in the ſouthern Provinces of this Kingdom, 
generally meet with the moſt diſcouraging Circum- 


ſtances ; in their Efforts to vie with the Province of 
B Ulſter 


us ] 
Ulfer in the few Branches the People of the North 


have by unwearied Application become Maſters 
of. | , 


The Reaſons will be obvious to any that make 
the leaſt Enquiry, and are theſe, the Spinning is 
not ſo ſmooth or well twiſted, the Workmanſhip, 
altho* not executed with that Dexterity and Neat- 
neſs, much dearer, and the Colour (tho* not ob- 
tained on ſuch eaſy Terms) for want of Experience, 
much inferior, by which Means the Diſparity be- 
tween the Manufactures of the North and South of 
the ſame Species or Denomination of Linen is fre- 
quently ſo great, that it is impoſſible to vend them 
either at Home or Abroad for the ſame Uſes. 

Whereas, apply the Yarn and Genius of the 
People of the Southern Provinces of this Kingdom, 
to ſuch Branches of the Manufacture, as from the 
Quality and Cheapneſs of their Yarn, and Inexpe- 
rience of the People beſt ſuits them, and they will 
be put in as Succeſsful and Profitable, a Way, as 
the Manufacturers and Drapers of Ulter are in 
thoſe Branches they are at preſent poſſeſſed of. 

It would take up too much Time to enumerate 
the various Sorts of Linen that the Spinning of the 
different Parts of this Kingdom would ſuit, and it 
would require a conſiderable Time, and many Ex- 
periments to determine, the moſt uſeful and ſafe 
Application that the Spinning of the ſeveral Coun- 
ties might with the greateſt Convenience and Ad- 
vantage be applied to, however, ſuch a Taſk exe- 
cuted with Judgment, and by Men of Experience, 
muſt be of the greateſt Utility to the Nation. 


There is a Plumpneſs and Fullneſs in the Pound 


Yarn made in the ſouthern Provinces, that beſt ſuits 
the Manufacture of Sheetings, and Dowlas, and 
of theſe many different Sorts ſhould be made, both in 
Breadths and Fineneſs, to ſupply the different 
Pemands at Market; and it is only in theſe Pro- 
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vinces you can get Yarn fit to make Oznaburghs. 
And the ſtatutable Yarn of Connaught, Munſter, 
and Leinſter, might be uſed to the greateſt Advan- 
tage (both from its Cheapneſs and not being hard 
3 twiſted) in the Manufacture of low Yard-wides for 
printing, for which there is an extenſive Demand 
in England, and we have almoſt loſt this Branch of 
late Years, by the Yarn in the North, where they 
were manufactured, becoming too dear, and be- 
ing now made of Tow, in the Place of good Flax, 
* which was the Caſe formerly. Here likewiſe might 
be opened a large Field to work in, if we conſider 
the various Species of Linen Manufactures which 
might be introduced of Buckrams, Linens for half 
ſtiffening, from the loweſt to the higheſt, both 
White and Grey, and the different Kinds of Linen 
for ſtaying, Linings, and glazed Linen, and a coarſe 
ſtout Sort of twilled Linen, called Drabs, for Mens 
Frocks, with various other Kinds that would take 
up too much room to mention here, of which there 
is a moſt extenſive Conſumption in England and the 
* Plantations, but which is now entirely ſupplied by 
the Germans or Scotch, altho' I am certain, conſi- 
dering our Advantages in the Flax and Spinning, 
2 £9c. we might beat all Competitors out of the En- 
= gi/þ Markets; and in thoſe low priced Articles the 
Duties on foreign Linens fall much heavier (as they 
are moſtly at ſo much per Yard) conſequently more 
in our Favour than in the Branches we now ſo much 
encourage and purſue. 

I have made many Experiments in theſe ſeveral 
Branches, and am fatisfied the Introduction of them 
here would be attended with Succeſs. 

The Manufacture of the different Kinds of Bri- 
tannias for the Conſumption of Spain, Portugal, and 
the Weſt- Indies, would very well ſuit the Spinning 
of the Counties of Cavan, Fermanagh, and Donn:- 


gall, and many other Parts of the Kingdom, which 
B 2 would 
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into here; and, as they require to be light made, 
and a high Colour is not neceſſary, the Inhabitants 


of thoſe Counties might be eaſily led into the Ma- | 


nufacture of them; and it is very well known, that 


the Spaniards and Portugueze would give a Prete- 4 


rence to our Linen Manufactures, before any Na- 
tion whatever. | 
If my Buſineſs allowed me that Leiſure I could 


wiſh, I ſhould before this Time have executed a - 


Scheme, I have long been of Opinion muſt anſwer 


a moſt uſeful Purpoſe, in forming Slaying Tables 
in the plaineſt intelligible way, for all the coarſer * 
Branches of the Linen Manufacture that we could 
poſſibly hope to fall into, as they are executed in 
any Part of Europe, but ſuch a Deſign as this muſt 2 
have the Sanction and Support of your honourable 2 


Board, before it could effect that general Good I 
would purpoſe from it. 


Was this properly done, ſo as to give a true Idea 


of the Quality, Colour, Breadth, Length, Sc. of 


each Sort of Linen, and the Uſes they are applied 3 
to, Manufacturers and ſuch Gentlemen as were de- 


ſirous of promoting the Intereſt of this Kingdom in 
the Extenſion of the Linen Manufacture, would be 
induced to make Experiments agreeable to thoſe 
Slaying Tables; and no doubt many Improvements 


might be made by the ſuperior Genius of our Work- 4 


men, and the native Advantage in our Flax, which 
I have ſet forth under that Head. 


By purſuing ſuch Steps, our Linen Manufacture 
might be extended to the greateſt Degree of Per- 
fection, without the Appearance of over-ſtocking 
the Market with any particular Species of Linens, 


as hath been the Caſe frequently of late Years. 


And if our Gentlemen reſiding in the Country i 
would take ſome more Pains, and purſue ſome of the 


Plans of Encouragement laid down by Sir Richard 
Cox, 
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would take up too much of my Time to enquire # 
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Cox, in a Letter to Mr. Prior, and put them in Prac- 
© tice, they would encourage the Poor to manufacture 
our Yarn into the various Sorts of Linen it would 
admit of, and turn to account. And Iam of Opinion, 
it a conſiderable Number of Looms were diſpoſed 
of in ſuch new Branches as ſhould be thought moſt 
X expedient, and under proper Regulations, ſuch as 
giving Security to keep them employed, and ma- 
king an annual Return of the Work done in each 
Loom, it would be a ſtrong Incentive to Induſtry, 
and a Means of creating ſo many Weavers in a ſhort 
time, as muſt neceſſarily throw them into the diffe- 
rent Channels I point out. | 
We might, by theſe Means, ſee Gentlemen, as 
well as Manufacturers, in a very few Years well re- 
paid for their Pains, in having their Lands impro- 
ved and peopled, and our Poor, who are now obli- 
ged daily to fly to England and France, to obtain the 
common Neceſſaries of Life, decently cloathed and 
maintained at home; beſides, the ſecret Satisfac- 
tion which muſt naturally ariſe in good Minds, from 
having promoted ſo ſenſibly the Wealth, Honour, 
and Proſperity of their Country. 

However, before there can be a Probability of 
Succeſs in the Introduction of thoſe, or any other 
Sorts of Linen not common amongſt us, ſome new 
Statutes muſt be provided, fo as to regulate Work- 
men, and preſerve the Property of the Manufactu- 

rer, which at preſent is on a very precarious Foot- 
ing. There is a Statute in Force, Whereby any 
6e © Perſon ſtealing by Day, or Night, the Value of 
- © five Shillings or upwards out of a Bleach-yarg, 
g of Yarn, or Linen, is guilty of Felony without 
„ 8 © Benefit of the Clergy.” But if a Workman un- 
dertaking a Piece from a Manufacturer, carries off, 
or embenzzles the Work entirely, which is frequently 
- the Caſe, the Remedy to be had is to recover treble 
5 


E + 


the Value from a Wretch who, it is more than pro- 
B 3 bable, 
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bable, is not worth one Shilling; or, as Magiſtrates 


generally order Security to be given, to make good 
the Damage the Manufacturer has ſuſtained; if 


the Weaver can be ſecured who has embezzled 
the Work, and the Receiver, (who is generally the 


Principal in the Villainy, and without whom there 
cannot well be a Thief) is in this very material Caſe 


entirely neglected. 

This, in Fact, is not a Law provided to ſecure 
the Property of the Manufacturer, and remedy the 
aggrieved ; for, where the Trouble and Expence in 


Recovery is of infinitely more Value than the Da- 4 
mage ſuſtain'd can be ſuppoſed commonly to amount 


to, the Law will never be executed. And this Ad- 
vantage in Favour of the Weaver, over the Manu- 


facturer, is very well known by all the Linen Wea- 1 


vers in the Kingdom, and is ſufficient to vitiate the 


Principles of this Claſs of Men, and make even 


the bad worſe. 

If the Embezzlement of Yarn or Linen was put 
on the ſame footing as ſtealing it out of a Bleach- 
yard, and the Receiver made guilty of Felony as 
well as the Weaver, I am of Opinion it would have 
the deſired Effect, without making above one Ex- 
Aft. as I believe has pretty nearly been the Caſe 
with reſpect to ſtealing out of Bleach-yards, and for 
an Offence under five Shillings Value, I would re- 
commend the Puniſhment's being made corporal, 
(except the Receiver) who I would ſtill have hable 
at leaſt to Tranſportation, | 

Another Grievance the Manufacturer labours un- 


der, and particularly all Gentlemen introducing the 


Lfhen Manufacture on their Eſtates, is Combination 
amongſt the Workmen, the Tendency of which is 
of ſuch dangerous Conſequence, that, if not provi- 
ded againſt by a Statute, that may put an effectual 
Stop to ſuch Combinations, it is a Matter of Doubt, 
what Branches of the Linen Manufacture we = 
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be allowed by the Weavers to carry on the ſucceed- | 


1 ing Lear: And I now find this Method of aſſocia- 


ting and ſwearing into Combinations, is making its 
way amongſt the Bleachers and Calender-men, or 
Lappers; from ſuch Law-givers, what terrible Ef- 
fects may not be apprehended. 

If a Manufacturer wants to engage in any new 
Branch of the Linen Manufacture, there muſt firſt 
be a Conſultation among the Weavers, to know if 
they will allow him to carry it into Execution; for, 
in the ſouthern Provinces, they are to a Man ſworn 
into a Combination to ſupport a Bill of Prices they 
have made ; and their Method of rating the Prices 
of Workmanſhip, is not according to the Quality 
of the Goods to be made, but to the Demand or 
Neceſſity there is for a Quantity. 

It is thus that Gentlemens Eſtates are often rob- 
bed of the uſeful Workmen ſettled on them, with- 
out even the Inhabitants under the ſame Roof being 
able to account for it; and it is thus Manufacturers 
are often prevented from carrying into Execution, 
Schemes that might be of the greateſt Utility to the 
Publick. 

TO REMEDY WHICH, I would humbly re- 
commend the following Clauſe being inſerted in the 
next Linen Bill, to ſtop the preſent Combinations, 
as well as prevent the further ſpreading of them, 
THAT any Weaver, Bleacher, Calender-man, 
or Lapper that acknowledges himſelf ſworn into a 
Combination, or unlawfully meets with others to 
ſettle Prices, or is found in the Mob, on what 1s 
deemed by the Linen Weavers a Turn-out Day, or 
collects or pays Money for any ſuch Purpoſe, ſhall 
be liable to ſix Months Impriſonment and publickly 
whipt ; and any one putting himſelf at their Head, 
and adminiſtring an Oath, or being preſent at, or 
giving, or any ways aiding, aſſiſting, or requiring 
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the Oath of any of the aforeſaid Workmen, ſhall be 
deemed guilty of Felony. | 

THIS DONE, Manufacturers may carry their 
Schemes into Execution, without having any more 
to agree with than the Workmen employed, and 
without being ſubject to the Threats and Menaces 
of Thouſands, as is often the Caſe at preſent, and 
the Poor and Induſtrious will be left at Liberty to 
work for the Support of their Families, in ſuch 
Branches of the Manufacture, and for ſuch Prices, 
as beſt ſuit their Purpoſes, without endangering 
their Lives by the Inſults of lawleſs Miſcreants, as 
is the general Caſe now, under Pretence of their 
working at (what they term) Ur der- prices. 


-In 
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A In Relation to BLEACHI NG 
and ASHES. 


OUR honourable Board have not been want- 
ing in your Encouragements, to promote the 
Intereſt of the Publick in this Particular ; and it 
muſt be confeſſed, the Linen Manufacture has re- 
ceived the greateſt Advantages thereby. 

I believe we now prepare our Yarn for the Wea- 
ver, and bleach our Linens on as cheap Terms as 
any Country whatſoever ; but this Cheapneſs is ow- 
ing to our Conveniencies of Fire and Water, and 
the many uſeful Engines invented from Time to 
Time, that are apparently of the greateſt Conſe- 
XZ quence to the Publick, in expediting our Bleaching 
and ſaving Hands; and it will appear on Inquiry, 
that this Article will ſtill admit of conſiderable Im- 
provements in the Materials for Bleaching, and 
ſome other Regulations I ſhall take Notice of. 

It is now become a Sort of Maxim amongſt Gen- 
tlemen, that the firſt Step to be taken in the Intro- 
X duction of the Linen Manufacture, in any Part of 
the Kingdom, is to make a moſt expenſive Bleach- 
yard, and to have every Part of the Apparatus ſuit- 

ed to an extenſive Manufacture; and as it is often 
the Caſe, without having either Spinning or Weaving 
of any Sort fit for Bleaching, or otherwiſe, carried 
on 1n any Part of the Neighbourhood, This Sort 
of Proceeding (although the Expence is generally 
3 pee to your Account) is very detrimental to the 
rogreſs of the Linen Manufacture, in the ſouthern 
Provinces of this Kingdom, as diſcouraging Circum- 
ſtances in the firſt Out-ſet of any Manufacture, are 
frequently found to have the worſt Conſequence in 
dulling the Edge of Application: Whereas, if at- 
tended with Succeſs, it creates an Emulation in o- 
ther 
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thers to follow the ſame laudable Example, and even 
ſtimulates the moſt alert. | 

A true Knowledge of the Art of Bleaching is ea- 
fily acquired, and 1s ſimply this, to conſider well 
the Quality of your Kelp or Aſhes, ſo as not to over- 
charge Yarn or Linen with too ſtrong Lees in boil- 
ing or bucking ; the ſame Caution 1s to be obſerved 
in Sours, and always prefer a Buttermilk Sour to 
any other; preſerve proper Diſtances between the 
Courſes of boiling or bucking, ſo as not to expoſe 
Linens to the Weather without Stuff in them; and 
above all, keep them clean and neat during the 
whole Operation, there is no farther Myſtery neceſ- 
fary among honeft Men. 

I would therefore recommend to you, to be more 
ſparing in your Bounties for Bleach-yards, unleſs 
you are very well ſatisfied there is a Manufacture ſet 
on foot equal to the Improvement required; and 
the Quality of the Linens made ſhould be inquired 
into, to know what Improvements there is a Neceſ- 
ſity for, as the Miſapplication of Rubbing-boards 
in bleaching the Article of Printers, and many of 
the lower Branches of the Manufacture, is pro- 
ductive of the worſt Conſequences to the King- 
dom in general; and I ſhould think, an annual at- 
teſted Return of the Goods, and Quality, whitened 
in ſuch Bleach-yards as you contribute to, would be 
very proper, to prevent the Abuſe daily committed, 
in receiving your Bounty for Bleach-yards that are 
entirely waſte, and ſome of them in Ruins, and ſtrike 2 
off thoſe that do not appear deſerving. 4 

The Path is very plain, to Men of Experience 


and Knowledge, that ſhould be purſued in the Arti- 


cle of Bleaching, and by attending to the Rules I laß 
down in this Article, you will eafily perceive where, 
in my humble Opinion, your Bounty is beſtowed to 
the beſt Advantage. | 
1 | That 
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That Man who has made any new Diſcovery, in 
preparing Yarn better, or in a ſpeedier Manner for 
the Loom, has Merit, and deſerves Encouragement. 
That Man who diſcovers any Aſhes, Material, 
or Engine, whereby Linens may be bleached with 
Safety cheaper, or * ſooner to Market, is 


likewiſe well deſerving of a Premium; and thoſe, 
or any other Diſcoveries that may be of Uſe to the 
Public, ſhould be firſt carefully examined, and if 
approved made public: And I cannot omit ob- 
ſerving, in this Place, you have granted a Sa- 
lary for a new Method of preparing Yarn for 
the Loom, without making uſe of Aſhes; and 
as this is ſtill kept a Secret by the Proprietor, not- 
withſtanding your Bounty for the Diſcovery, I ap- 
prehend the Salary ſhould be withdrawn, 

I do not know any Thing could be more neceſſa- 
ry and valuable, at preſent, in the Linen Manufac- 
ture, as all Sorts of Kelp and Aſhes we have been 
accuſtomed to are adulterated and advanced in 
Price to an intolerable Degree, than a Diſcovery of 
any new and more uſeful Sort of Aſhes, or Mate- 
rial, than what we commonly uſe. 

I have made many Experiments, in boiling with 
the Aſhes of every Country I could procure, and 
Icould find none hitherto fo uſeful and cheap as 
the Barilla of Spain The beſt Sort of it may be 
imported here on as eaſy Terms as the Caſhob we 
commonly uſe ; and by the Accounts I have had 
this Year from Spain, it will be purchaſed much 
cheaper as the Crop is plentiful. Barilla is in Ap- 
pearance like Kelp, and cultivated from Seed of the 
ſame Name, fown annually, much the ſame as our 
Oats here, and gathered in, and burned in a Kiln 
at a proper Seaſon. There are three Sorts made 
there, and I have only uſed the beſt, and find the 
Quality of Barilla ſuperior to the beſt Caſhob (I 


could 
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© could procure) almoſt beyond compariſon, as the 


Caſhob gives only a dead Colour, and evidently 
impairs the. Strength of the Yarn; whereas, leſs 
than half the Quantity of Baril/a is ſufficient, and 
it gives a bright ſilky Whiteneſs to the Yarn, or 
Linen, at the-ſame Time preſerves Strength, and 
that mellow Fullneſs that always attends good 
Materials, and proper handling. 

You have here an Account of Barilla, ſo far as 
I have been informed from thoſe who have ſeen it 
cultivated -in. Spain, joined with my own Experi- 
ence in the uſe of it : And I have employed a 
Friend to procure me ſome of the Seed, and hope 
to be able to inform you, next Seaſon, that ſome 
Part of this Kingdom may not be an improper 
Climate to raiſe it in. But ſhould this laſt menti- 
oned Attempt fail of Succeſs, it ſurely is our Inte- 
reſt to encourage the Importation of that Sort of 
Aſhes, which (from Experience) appears to be moſt 
deſerving and uſeful, aud the Public need only 
have the Way pointed out to them, and Self-inte- 
reſt will ſoon enlarge the Channel, 

There 1s another Conſideration ſhould weigh. 
with us. The Spaniards are very inclinable to pro- 
mote and encourage our Linen Manufacture, and 
by taking every Opportunity of cultivating a Cor- 
reſpondence with them, we ſhall enlarge the Vent 
of our Linens among them; and it is but too well 
known, that the Reverſe of this Argument will be 
good againſt the Germans, as they are our greateſt 
and almoſt only Competitors ih the: Linen Manu- 
facture. And the Aſhes we import from the dif- 
ferent Parts of Germany, and the Eaſt Country, are 
not only advanced in Price, but adulterated and de- 
preciated,in Quality, inſomuch, that they are be- 
come leſs portable to the inland Parts of the Coun- 
try, and in many Reſpects uſeleſs; and our own 
People, and the Scoth, from whence we get our 

CO Kelp, 
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Kelp, have followed the Example of the Germans 
ſo effectually as to render it almoft uſeleſs to the 
Bleachers, by the extraordinary Quantity of Sand 
and Stones mixed with it. 

I cannot, however, omit one thing that occurs 
to me. Was there a ſmall Premium publiſhed, 
annually, (ſuppoſe 20 J.) to be given to the Perſon 
who ſhould make the moſt uſeful Diſcovery in 
Bleaching, we might, perhaps, have ſome greater 
Improvements made in this Article, both in reſpect 
to Expedition and Cheapneſs. f 

There might be a large Field of Improvement 
opened, by procuring a Statute for the free Impor- 
tation of Aſhes from North America, as thereby 
we ſhould be enabled to procure the Aſhes cheaper, 
and aſſiſt the Inhabitants in improving the Country 
by cutting down the Woods, and, at the ſame 
Time, extend the Vent of our Linens amongſt 
them 

Upon the whole of this Article of Bleaching, I 
don't ſee any Scheme can be propoſed in procuring 
Aſhes, but is more promiſing and advantageous to 
the Public, than that we at preſent encourage and 
purſue, | 
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In Relation to CORDAGE 


] T may be thought unneceſſary in me to make 
any Obſervation on this Article, but I am ſa- 
tisfied the 5 out any Particular that may 
advantage the Public, and add to your Fund, will 
be well received. 

In the fourth Year of the Reign of King George 
the Firſt, there was a Clauſe enacted in the Linen- 
Bill (to continue in full force for ſeven Years) lay: 
ing an additional Duty of five Shillings per hun- 
dred, over and above the then and preſent Duty, 
on all Cordage, or Twine, imported, (except of 
the Manufacture of Great Britain) the Duty ariſing 
therefrom, to be applied to the Encouragement of 
the hempen and flaxen Manufactures of this King- 
dom, which Clauſe was not ſince revived. 

And, in Conſequence thereof, there has been a 
large Import of Foreign Cordage into this King- 
dom, to the Detriment of the Public, without 
the Linen Manufacture receiving any Advantage 


therefrom. - | 
I believe reviving the ſame Clauſe next Seſſion 


of Parliament will be a ſufficient Remedy, and I 
am of Opinion it will be thought expedient to ex- 
tend the Clauſe before-mentioned reſpecting Com- 
binations to Rope-makers, Flax, and Hemp- 
Dreſlers. 


The 
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The CONCLUSION. 


Have now given a curſory View of the dif- 
I ferent Tranſitions through which the Linen Ma- 
nufacture is conducted, with ſuch Remarks on the 
ſeveral Parts as I apprehend require Amendment : 
and, was I capable of repreſenting the Importance 
of thoſe Alterations in ſuch Manner as their Ne- 
ceſſities require, you would be aſtoniſhed at the ſu- 

ine and dormant Diſpoſition of thoſe immediately 
intereſted in the Manufacture, which may proceed 
from an Opinion I know prevails amongſt many, 
that we may extend our Linen Manufacture, be- 
yond the Conſumption that can be expected for it 
Abroad; and ſome even go ſo far as to ſay, it is 
done already. 

Theſe Sort of Inuendo's (however meant) are de- 
ſtructive Maxims to infuſe in the Minds of the 
People in this Kingdom, as they have a moſt dan- 
gerous Tendency to dull the Edge of Induſtry, 
which it's but too obvious requires the contrary 
Spirit to prevail. 8 

It is eaſy to confute ſuch Opinions by having re- 
courſe to Reaſon and Facts. Our Exports in Linens 
are not yet computed at ſo much as one Million 
yearly, and the Conſumption of England, by the 
Week]y Obſervations of the Dublin Society, Num- 
ber 7, is accounted to be four Millions a Year in 
Linen, allowing 10s. per Head; and this will be 
thought ſtill more moderate, when it is conſidered, 
thatthe Number of Inhabitants in England, by the 
lateſt Surveys, are computed at twelve Millions, 
which muſt add two Millions more to the Amount 
of their Conſumption, on the ſame reaſonable Com- 
putation. 

It's true, there is a very conſiderable Linen Ma- 
nufacture carried on in England, but I do not think 


their 
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their own Manufacture will exceed, in Amount, 
their yearly Exports of Linens to the Plantations 
and elſewhere : Herte we may conclnde, that our 
Exports in Linens are not yet ſufficient to ſupply a 
fourth Part of the Conſumption of England, nor in- 


| deed do I believe a Sixth. 


It isa Manufacture we haveall the Advantages in, 
that it is poſſible for the moſt ſanguine Friend of Fre- 
{and to pencil to himſelf. It is free from all Duties 
both at Home and throughout his Majeſty's Do mi- 
nions. It is peculiarly adapted to the Nature of our 


Climate from the Conveniencies of Fire and Water 


with which we abound, and particularly from the 
native Uſefulneſs of our own Flax, as I ſet forth 
under the ſaid Article. 

And the principal Obſtacles that appear to me, 
at preſent, to impede the Progreſs of the Linen 
Manufacture, in moſt Branches, are the Want of a 
ſufficient Quantity of Flax of our own Growth to 
ſupply our Conſumption, and making the pretend- 
ed Myſtery of a Weaver a leſs penetrable Secret, 
but particularly in the coarſe, and more bulky 
Way, which is the more deſirable to encourage, as 
it is the eaſieſt executed, as well as the moſt exten- 
five and uſeful Part. 

By doing ſo, it would employ and provide for 
the Poor, increaſe the Number of induſtrious In- 
habitants, improve our Lands, and add to our 
Wealth. 

The Linen Manufacture of this Kingdom 1s the 
moſt intereſting for us to encourage, had we a free 
Export even forour Woollen Manufacture into Eng- 
land; for this Reaſon, the Duties paid at preſent, 
by the Germans and Dutch, on their Linens impor- 
ted into England, are computed at 22 per Cent. on 
average, which tho 3 d from time to time, to 
ſupply the Exigencies of State, as it cannot be ſup- 
poſed the Inhabitants of Exgland would tax them- 


ſelves ſo much on our particular Accounts; yet, 
however, 
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however; as our Linens are imported free into Eng- 
land, it certainly creates a Monopoly in our Favour, 
if by a timely Application we could be perſuaded: 
to make uſe of 'theſe Advantages we are poſſeſſed of. 
And whenever ſuch Part of the National Debt is 
paid off, as has its Intereſt ſecured by thoſe Duties, 
we muſt then expect to loſe thoſe Advantages :: 
therefore to make uſe of an old Phraſe, (let us make 
Hay whilſt the Sun ſhines) for if we don't now eſta- 
bliſh ourſelves in every Branch'of the Linen Manu- 
facture we are capable of, Poſterity may juſtly ac- 
cuſe us of having betrayed our Truſt, as they will 
find it a Taſk impracticable to beat the Ger mans 
out, when on an equal Footing, which may one 
Day be the Caſe, and particularly in the coarſer 
Branches, on which the Duties paid by them in Eng- 
land at preſent fall heavieſt. i 

Well-diſpoſed Premiums (there is no doubt) will 
Spirit up the Public to Induſtry and Application, 
and Induſtry and Application will ſurmount all Dif- 
ficulties ; but there ſhould be the greateſt Care con- 
ſtantly taken, leaſt a Monopoly be thrown into the 
Hands of any Individuals; of which ſome Inſtances 
may be produced, thereby leaving the moſt Inge- 
nious and Induſtrious unrewarded. 

Suitable Encouragements, conducted with that 
Care their Importance to the Public require, muſt 
be productive of every uſeful Improvement that 
could be wiſhed. 1 

Experience ſnews what ſurprizing Advantages 
Arts and Sciences have received from Honours 
and Rewards conferred with Judgment, in former 
as well as latter Ages: And you, Gentlemen, have 
the Means provided by the Legiſlature, in ſuch a 
way as is ſuited to the noble Deſign. 

I have here repreſented to you ſome of thoſe Al- 
terations, that appear to me deſerving of your moſt 

C immediate 
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immediate Care, and I could advance many Argus 
ments, perhaps ſome more cogent than thoſe made 
uſe of, to enforce the Neceſſity of your Aid in exe- 
cuting them ; but having the higheſt Senſe of your 
ready Attention to 3 tends to promote the 
bbc Uty bu =p e here, and hope, if 1 
may have # vers tb in giving my 1 
or any particular” Hy. That == Zeal 
Welfare-of my Country, and the Honour and 10. 
fluence of your-Honqurable Board, will be allowed 
to plead in my Favour. | 
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preſent unhappy Circumſtances of this 
Kingdom, both with Regard to Trade 
and the common Neceſſaries of Life, pre · 
ſent an Opportunity to Men of Experi- 
ence and Knowledge of becoming ſerviceable to their 
Country, by pointing out wherein publick Encou- 
ragements have been miſconducted, and offering 
ſuch Plans for Improvement, as may be reaſonable 
and uſeſul. | | 
When Danger was lately apprehended to the 
Liberties of this Kingdom, Numbers appeared on 
each Side, to prove or diſprove any _ that 
could be offered. Would ſome of the moſt diſ- 
e cerning 
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cerning of thoſe Gentlemen conſider, that the Out- 
Lines are ſcarce worth defending, where the Gar- 


riſon is ready to deſert for want of the common 
Neceſſaries of Life, they muſt think the preſent ? 


as laudable an Occaſion of appearing in Public, as 


any hey Kaye * hęretg fore, 4 A 
The yarigus 3 Sollen 8 inſtit ited 0 
this Kingdom for its Improvemefjt, and the ample 
Proviſion of thalegitature, with other Donations 


for their Suppot̃t, muſt induce Strangers to believe, 


that we ſhould have at this Day, the moſt improved 
and peſt emplayeq and peopled Country in Europe ; 
yet, how unfartiinate are we that poſſeſs thoſe Ad- 4 
vantages but in the leaſt Degree, except by Repre- 


ſentations of Almanacks and News Papers. 


"_ * — 


Kingdom, in plating the moſt effential 


It is to be feared the ill judged Policy of this 

| Truſts; in 
reſpect to Trade, in unexperienced and inattentive 
Hands, hath often givenjroogy for Miſapplication 


but as Obſervations, ſupported by Reaſon and by 

Page are the only certain Methods to inform 

— ince the Public, I ſhall no Dnger detain 
eader. 


geleryedly the firſt Object of natjonal Concernſsth 
State and Progreſs of Which ſha I. e the Sully 


Retroſpect tor the earlieſt, Accounts we have of its 
being conſidered. of Conſequenge in this King- 
dom, and from, thence, by, obſerving the different 
Laws made for the Encouragement thereof, and 
other, Cireumftances that may be collected, it will 
he poſſible to form a. tolerable. Idea of the State 
af the Manufacture at, 1710, when the Linen 
Board was 5 ted under an, Act of Parliament; 
and, that the Public may the better judge of its 
Progreſs, and the Merits of the Different Schemes 
| and 


* 
% 
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it in the; cleareſt View, it will be neceſſary to h ave 
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and Encbduràgements of the Trüſtees, it will, be 
neceſſary to give the Subſtance of the Statutes of} 
moſt Conſequence and when tnacted, and what 
the Linen Funds have amounted to from 1710 to 
the preſent Fime, diſtinguiſniog ſuch Part thereof, 
as hath been appropriated, and for what Purpoſes., 
And in the next Place, the Journal-of an Inſpec- 
tion made into the preſent State of the Linen 
Manufacture; by Order of the Linen Board in 1755. 
will properly come before the Public, as from 
thence and ſuch other Materials as are in the Au- 
thor's Poſſeflion; I believe it will be poſſible to 
preſent ſuch Remarks to the Public, with regard 
to the Diſtribution of the Linen Fund, as may, (if 
attended to) advantage the Kingdom in general 
for the future. | —— 6 5 

The firſt time we find the Linen Manufacture 
of this Kingdom become an Ohject of Concern to 
the Legiſlature, is in the Lear 1342, being the 
33d of Henry VIII. when it appears, that in an 
Act made againſt Grey Merchants Foreſtalling, 
Linen and Linen Yarn were then the moſt conſi- 
derable Manufactures and Trade of Conſequence 
among the Natives of this Kingdom. And in the 
11th Year of Queen Elizabeth, the ſame Act was 
revived, and a further Law made againſt watering 
Flax or Hemp in Rivers, ce. 
In the rzth Vear of Queen Elizabeth, all Perſons 
were prohibited from exporting the Produce of 
the Kingdom, viz. Wool, Linen Yarn, &c. except 
Merchants reſiding in Cities and Boroughs. And 
the ſame Vear a farther Act was made, for the 
Employment of the Inhabitants, and encouraging 
the manufacturing of Linen, by fixing a Penalty of 
124. per Pound, on all Flax or Linen Yarn expor- 
ted, and 8d. per Pound more for the Ule of the 
City or Town exported from. ; 
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In the Reign of Charles I. in 1634, by Order of 
the Houſe of Commons, a Petition of Remonſtrance 
was exhibited to the Lord Deputy, for Liberty of 
Exportation of all Commodities into other King- 
doms, except Wool and Wool F eil, and thoſe 
only to England. 

And the ſame Year aBill was read twice, intitled 
an Act for the freedom of working the Materials of 


this Kingdom into Manufactures within the ſaid 


Realm, was committed to a Committes, and Py 
ped by Order, 17 April 1635. th 
In 1640, a Bill was brought in to peed Part af 
a Statute of the 11th and 13th of Elizabeth, con- 
cerning the Exportation of Commodities; and the 


ſame Year a Complaint was made by the Knights, 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes of Conaught and er con- 


cerning Yarn and Linen Cloth. 


In 1641, the Proclamations of the late Land 


Lieutenant, touching Linen Yarn, dated the 3 iſt of 


May, and 3 iſt of Jan. 1636, and the Warrants and 
Proceedings held thereon, were voted by the 
Houſe of Commons general Grievances, and the 
Agents and Inſtruments in ſaid Grievances voted 
to Newgate, and a Conference deſired: with the 
Lords, in order to prevent, the like Inconveniencies i 


for the future. 


Likewiſe in 1641, a Warrant famed: by the late : 
Lord Deputy, 4 Jann. 1636, touching Linen Yarn, | 
and the Proceedings thereupon were voted-Grie- | 
vances to the ae, and n the Laws of the 


Land. 
I 2th Article of Impeachment brought againſt Lord 


Strafford, viz. * That Flax being one of the prin- 


© cipal and native Commodities of Ireland, the ſaid 
* Earl having got great Quantities thereof into his 


* Hands, and growing on his oun Lands, did iſſue 


out ſeveral E.roclamations, preſcribing and enjoin- 
ing 


1 


: 8 So 


And it may not be improper to inetd here the 
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ing the working of Flax into Yarn and Thread, 

and the ordering of the ſame in ſuch Ways, 
« wherein the Natives of that Kingdom were un- 
* practiced, and unſleilful, and the Flax wrought or 
* ordered. in other Manner than as the ſaid Procla- 
mation preſcribed, was ſeized and employed to the 
uſe of him and his Agents; and thereby the ſaid 
Earl did gain, in Effect, the fole Sale of that nas 
© tive Commodity 

In Lord Strafford's Anfoer to this Article, it ap- 
pears, that he imported Flax-ſced from the Low- 
* Countries, and ſold it at firſt Coſt to ſuch as de- 
E fired it; that our Linens were not made above a 
6. Foot broad, and our Linen Larn wound from ma- 
© ny Bottoms together; that the Flax of this King · 
dom was not above a Foot long, whereas the 
© Flax produced from his Seed became a Vard in 
Length, and our Soil fit to bear it, and the People 
< love ach ealy Worles, he ſet up many Looms, made 

much Cloth, and fold it to the Loſs of ſome thou- 
fands of Pounds; but when the State ſaw the Na- 
tives would not change their old Courſes for new. 
and better, the Proclamation was declined ; what. 
©. he did, was for the publick Good, and had __ 
thing from them that was not fully paid for. 
In the Reign of Charles II. 1661, the Commits 
tee of Trade took into their Conſideration, Ways 
and Means, by which the Trade of this Kingdom 
may be moſt effectually advanced. 

And an Act paſſed for ſettling the Subſidy of. 
Poundage, and granting a Subſidy of Tunnage 
upon Merchandizes, imported and exported, into 
or out of the Kingdom of Ireland, commencing; 
the iſt Day of December 1661, is for the better 
guarding and defending of the Seas, againſt all 
Perſons intending, or that may intend the Diſtur- 
bance of the Intercourſe of Trade of this Realm, 
and for the better defraying the neceſſary Expences 
thereof. C 4 By 


| @ 1 

By the Book of Rates, ſettled" for Payment of 
Duties in this Vear, Linen Yarn is valued at 20/. 
the Pack, containing 400 Weight, at 6 Score to 
the Hundred, which being 10d. per Pound, is a- 
bout the ſame Value on Average of the Yarn' we 
export to England at this Day; but the Linen is 
valued very low, being only 55. for 40 Ells fine or 
coarſe; whereas the worſt Bandle Linen, a 
to the Valuation ſet on the Tarn, is worth 24. 0 
24.halfpenny per Yard. : 0.4 1 

In 1662, An Act was“ made fot encouraging Pro: 
teſtant Strangers to inhabit and plant in this King- 
dom, for the Improvement of Manufactures,” and 
Flax, Hemp and Linen Tarn are then conſidered 
among the Materials and principal Commodities of 
en Kingdom. 

The 26th Sept. 1662, Ordered by the * of 
—— that the Particulars reported by the Com- 
mittee of Trade, in order to the Improvement of 
che Manufactory of Linen Cloth in this Kin 
be referred to a Committee, to model them inte 


Heads for a Bill, and preſent them to his Grace 


the Lord Lieutenant, to be tranſmitted during the 
Adjournment of both Houſes; and this Bill Was 
prepared, and received the Royal Aſſent, 18 June 
1666, laying Penalties that were afterwards thought 
oppreſſive, and therefore this Act was en, the 
Ath of Queen Anne, Cap. 3.4 \ 

In 1697, 21ſt Sept. in the Reign 6f King Wit 
liam, * firſt Steps were taken towards forming a 
Society of ſuch Perſons as were beſt qualified to ſu- 
perintend the Linen Manufacture, by an Order of 
the Commons, that the Knights, Sc. of the ſeveral 
Counties and Boroughs in this Kingdom, do nominate 
and bring in the Names of ſuch Perſons as they ſhall 
think fit to be Preſidents of hes ſeveral Ops 

ID » 8 33 D. tions 
' -* A Bill wy natur king 4. wh NG Nation; Mah 
tead once in the Parliament, in 1634, in Charles Iſts > 
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tions in their reſpe ctive Counties, for the Encon- 
ragement of che "Linen and Hempen Manyfat- 
de. | 1” Es OE 

It appears the Bills were brought into the Houſe 
in 1697 and 1698, to have further Laws made for 
eneouraging the Linen Manufacture, but dere not 
paſſed into Laws. «Bal 03 17 1 - 

In this Parliament an additional Duty was mig 
on Iriſh Woollen Manufactures exported, and in- 
forted by a Letter from the Lords Juſtices, by his 
Majefty's Commands ; the additional Duty con- 
menced 25 Mar. 1699, and to eontinue in Foree 
to 25 Mar. 1902; amounting to 4. on every 205. 
Value of Broad Cloth of Iriſb Manufacture ex- 
ported, and 25s. on every 20s. Value exported or 
all Serges, Bays; Kerſeys, Staffs, or any other Sort 
of new Drapery made of Wool, or mines e 
Wool (Frizes only excepted.) - 

At this Time the Linen Manufacture was re- 
cen de to the Legiſlative Body of this King- 
dom, and a Patent was granted, commencing 25 
Mar. 1700, by King Willani of Glorious Memo- 

„to a Colony of French Proteſtants, who were 
wettle/in this Kingdom, and inſtruct the Inhabi- 
tants thereof in the Hempen and Linen Manu- 
factures, in which Patent among other Regulations, 
it is directed, that 3 80%. ſhould be paid yearly in 
Salaries to fevert of the ſaid Colonies, and 800. 
as Bounty Money for Linens by them made, ac- 
cording to Regulations appointed by the ſaid 
Truſtees. His Majeſty died about two Tears and 
a Quarter after the Patent commenced; and the 
Produee of that Patent, being 2655“. will be ac- 
cgunted for among other Sums, beſore the Com- 
mertement of the preſent Linen Board in 1710. 

On Queen Anne's Acceſſion to the Throne, 
ſeebud "Parent" was granted, "to" continge for 
Space "of. ten Tears; whereby. the Bounty 
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was. to extend to the Natives of this King? 
dom, with Liberty for the Fruſtees to do and ak 


as they ſhould think proper, and the ſaid 11800. 


per Annum, was ordered to be placed on the Eſta- 


bliſhment.. oh! 


The Produce of this Patent will likewiſe be ace Þ 


counted for with the former. 


In 2903, Nov. 23. an Addreſs af the Houſe of ; 
Commons to obtain Liberty for exporting our Li- 
nens directly to the Plantations, agreeable to the 


Encouragement given by King William, was pre- 


ſented to be tranſmitted to the Queen. 


In this Reign there were ſeveral Laws made for 
improving the be Nanufactures, ſome of which I 
ſhall note. 


Ihe firſt is in the ath of Queen Anne; after re- 


pealing thoſe of the 17th and 18th of King Charles 


IL an Act was paſſed to oblige all Perſons to make 


their Yarn ſtatuteable Length and Count, and to 


compel the Dealers to make all Linen at leaſt Twen- 
ty. two Inches: and a Half wide or to be forfeited, 
on account of the manifeſt Loſs ariſing to the Li- 


nen Trade, by their being made of ſuch Denomi- 


nations in the Length and Breadth, as make them 


unfit either for Foreign or Home Conſumption. 


Granting to Weavers Freedoms, exempting Fo- 


reigners from Toll, and - Pot-aſhes, Weed-aſhes, 


Hemp-Seed, Looms *, and Flax-Seed of Holland, 


Ruſſia, and Muſcouy imported, and Flaxen or Hem- 
pen Cloth exported free from Duties for ever ; the 
Uſe of Lime in Bleaching prohibited, and the Sta- 
tute Tard containing 36 Inches (except in mea- 
ſuring fine Linens, in Imitation of Hollands) or- 
dered to be the Meaſure uſed, and in meaſuring 
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- The Importation of Flax-ſeed from North America, was not g 
then cuſtomary, or expected, or there is no Doubt, but it wou d 
have been exempted from Duty on Importation in the ſame 


(f 43+ )J] 
Hollands the Ell, and many other Regulations, as 
by ſaid Act more fully appears. 14. eh 
The 8th of Queen Anne; for the better encoura-. 
ging the Importation of Foreign Flax · ſeed, five Shil- 
lings per Hogſhead Bounty, was granted on all Flax- 
ſeed imported of the Growth of Ruſſia, Germany, 
the Netherlands or Eaſt Count. 73 
170%. July 23, A Petition of Louis Crommelin, 
praying his and the French Colonies (concerned it 
the Manufacture) Service, may be taken into Con- 
ſideration, and repreſenting its great Improve- 
ment. | 13 0-9 Has 0. 07 D21fvt 
170%. Aug: 2. A Reſolution of the Houſe againſt 
farther. Duty on Cordage, Sail Tarn, or Twine, 
until ſuch time as there be ſufficient Store of Hemp, 
of the Growth of this Kingdom, raifed to ſupply 
the Neceſſities of Navigation, and other Uſes. 
Aug. 14. An humble Addreſs reſolved on, that 
her Majeſty will be pleaſed graciouſly to interpoſe 
in their Favour, that for the Encouragement of the 
Linen Manufacture in this Kingdom, the Term for 
exportingLinen Cloth to the Plantations be enlarged. 
In 1708, for the better encouraging the Impor-- 
tation of Hemp- ſeed a Bounty of 5s. per Hogſhead 
was granted on Importation for nine Years, com- 
mencing 24 Dec. 1707, and the Premium on Sail 
Cloth exported of 2d. per Yard between rod. and 
144. in Value, and 4d. per Vard on the Value of 14d. 
and upwards, as it now ſtands, granted the 6th and 
gth of Queen Anne, commencing at the ſame time. 
And a Premiumof 25. 6d. per Ton on making Kelp, 
in any Counties joining the Sea, to be applotted 
and levied in each County where Kelp is made, by 
the Grand Jury, as other County Taxes; and 
Houſes of Correction ordered to be enlarged for 
dreſſing Hemp and Flax, at the Charge of each 
County reſpectiwely. before 29 Sept. 1708, and 
three Ovetleers thereof to be named by the Grand 
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Jury at the Summer Aſſizes, the Overſeers to con⸗ 


tinue for one Year only. 
1708, In this Seſſion ® Sinz Schools e 


firſt appointed in each County, and Payment 
ordered for them and the Work-houſes as fol- 


lows, to commence the 29 Sept. 1708, and o continue 
for ſeven Years, E 


For the firſt Vearz2 Maſters 201 bas 214 gagged 


of Work-houſes, at 200. each, 

and obliged to apply Part of 

the Money 1 in ſowing Flax, | | 

amounting to 640 o 
32 Miſtreſſes at 101. each, 5 

to apply Part in buying | 

Wheels and Reels, and to 

teach at leaſt 20 Scholars gra. 87 

tis if wade offer, Amount o 32⁰ 0 O 


Total firſt i 68 60 


For FI ſecond Year 32 Maſters at 


10ʃ. and 32 Miſtreſſes at 60. are per Ann. 512 0 0 


To the ſame number for five Years 
_ at 51 nm. 2560 0 0 


— 


Total fab the ſeven Years 4032 o O 


The avs Sums were Gidetod by the AQ to be 
paid by the Collector of the Diſtrict, to ſuch Over- 
ſeers as the Grand Jury at the Summer Aſſizes 
ſhould appoint,” or to their 3 to oy appr 


to the above Uses. 1911. 
4 In 


In 1709, the Houſes for dieſſin Help and Flax; and pits 
ning Schools, were extended to all Counties of Cities and 
Counties of Towns, with the ſame Salaries and under the ſame 


Reſtrictions. 
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In 1509, A Premium of 5 s. per Hogſhead, 
was granted on Flax-ſeed imported from the Eaſt 
Country, and à Penalty of 50 5s. inflicted on any 
Weaver (being a Native) that has not ſerved five 
Years Apprenticeſhip, as a Linen Weaver, and 
two Years as a,Sail Cloth Weaver, and not having 
wrought at the Flaxen Trade two Years as a Jour- 
neyman, on ſetting up for, himſelf, or keeping a 
Loom, and working on it himſelf, and in Caſe of no 
Diſtreſs, to be committed to the Houſe of Correction 
for a Month. 


1709, May 26. A Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, appointed to inſpect the State of the 
Linen, Manufacture, to whom the Bounty Money 
hath been diſpoſed, (9c. Report as follows, viz. 


An Account of the Money received and expen- 
ded hy the honourable the Truſtees for the Ma- 
nagement of the Linen Manufacture in Treland, 
from the 25th of March 1700, to the 25th of 
December 1798-5141 or i ous e th 

granted by King William of 
emory, beginning the 25th of March 
1700, and ending the 24th of June 1702, being 
24 Years at 11804. per Annum, . L, 2655 0 0, 


GH * \ ' „ 4 „ 4,1 
Payments on this Account. 
aT 70 iini Tu J 


1 
x 700. September th, padde 
by Warrant 100 0 0 
Pecember 16, paid 
the French Colo- 
_ Ty Ab 100 9 8 . 
Tm R 170 


898 . v « a 
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hen, Ae b 6b ae Fo, 
Warrant Fo 7g? n 71 
January 145 paid rin 3 6, 
to the ens, ral A i rg ft, 
6 Colony 1 213 0 f 
1704. W ee, anger, l 
wt ' Wikrant by _ a BOG 153 ant te I | 
\, _ Queen's Letter aus gg f. n 
** © to Louis Crom- ARSE" 
melin, as Over- | | 
ſeer of theLinen hs 2h bY « 
n= e 470 16 
| | our. 12 0 
" N 772 . 15 oy, 57 
mathe in the Tix, * 2 2 2 0 
Nast WW N. ' L655" 0 
; "TY Off « 


N. B. This Accottht was takin ien Aude. : 
eneral's Account; the Clerk to theFruſtees, e 2 


BY 840 5 and it appears the French C | 
Said in full of all Salaries and Bounty Money \ 


for dee Yeah ears and Quarter, / ee, : 
Received by Patt from om © | 


Anne, for ten Years; at C 1180 

Amum, of wich 67 Years 

ended the 25th of Decem. 1708 2 0 0 
Ph from 1704, to 1708, to the i 

French Colony at Liſeurn, fot the 

Intereſts of their Advances, as par- 

i in the Journals 2457 12 1b 
Paid in 170g, to 1708, towards a 
Manufacture at Ratbłeil, to Sir 

7 homas Sourbwell, a Clerk, andAſ- 0 


ſiſtant, 


E 1 
£4... 
| ſiſtant, Haug Dreſſer, Dutebm an 
Se. as per Journals 890 8 82 
Paid in 1704, to 1508, towards a Ma- 
nufacture at Killleuny, to William 
Crommelin a Salary, Factory, Inte- | 
reſt of Work; c, as per Ditto 431 6 72 
Paid in 1705-6, to 1708, Ditto, at 


Strabane, to John Henderſon 1 80 11 52 
Paid? in 1707 to 1708 at Cootebill, to | 
John Fra © 18 0 51 


Paid i in 17035, to 1708, to Flax Dreſ- 
ſers, Reed- makers, and Louis 
Crommelin, Aſſiſtants, and French 


Miniſter 2225 © 0 
In 1707, to the Manufacture at Caſtle- | 
Hane, to Mr. Lucas 12 17 9 
1708, To Ditto, at Monaghan, to 
Albrough W rightſon 9 14 OF 


7708, To Ditto, at Muff, in the 
County of e 3 | 
Stuart | 11 15 

To Jobn Parkinſon, at Lisburn 24 16 

1708, To Fuller at Kinnegad PI 

1704, to 1708, Paid incident Charges 
as per Journals is particularized, for 
a Copper Plate, the Patent, Secre - 
tary, Meſſenger, Treaſury Fees, 
Thomas Turner of Largan, for buy- 

ing Flax-ſeed, printing Louis 
Crommelin's Books, an inſolvent | 
Flax Dreſſer, GG. Gas 4 25 
jb 2 Of 


ny Printiog thoſe Books at this Time coſt 5 4 9d. and 
were reprinted in 1734, by Order of the Board, at nearly as 
eat an Expence ; a Subſtance thereof is given in this Num- 
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of which FF in, Salaries, | LE 1 
, Money, Sc. as above lt 1748 45 12 0 


Balance yet due 386 7 115 
1 ſions paid the French! Colony at Lulu. 
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20475, February 16, . to Lait 


" Crommelin for three Vears 600 0 0 
2: ITq the French Miniſter fe for two... le 
e Vears xt vl] 03 ggf 01 .220 0 0 


I have how the more particular in the foregoing 
Report, as it will be neceſſary hereafter in 
ſtating the Debt of the Linen Board, to have Re- 

urſe: to this, and ſubſequent Reports of the Ho- 
— Houſe of Commons, and to make ſome 
Co mpariſons LAST them and the Truſtees 
Resch Method iin accounting with the Publick. 

And it maybe acceptable to the Reader, as well 

A pertinent to the Inquiry, to give the Sub- 
Ranch of Sir Milliam Temple's Eſſay upon, the Ad- 
rr of Trade in Jrelapd,, ſo far as it relates 
to the Linen Manufacture, written at the Requeſt 
of the Earl of Ze ex, then Lord Lieutenant of. dre- 
land, dated 84010 in the 22d of July, 1673. 

After his premiſing that the true and . 
ground of Trade and Riches, is Numbers of 
People in proportion to the compaſs of Ground 
they inhabit, Which makes all things neceſſary to 
Life dear, and that forces Men to Induſtry, and 

arſimony ; and thoſe Cuſtoms which grow firſt 

m Neceſſity, become in time habitual in a Coun- 


91 obſerves that the want of Trade in Treland, 
proceeds from Ga want of Render ang that not ow- 
| ing 
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ing to any bad Qualities of the Climate, but chief- 
ly to the frequent Revolutions, of Wars and Re- 
bellions, the great Slaughters and Calamities of 
Mankind, that have at different Intervals ſucceeded 
the Reduction of this Kingdom in Henry the Se- 
cond's Time, until the Year 1653, and two very 
great Plagues following the two great Wars, viz. 
thoſe of Queen Eliabeth's Reign, and the laſt, 
about 1662, which helped to drain the Country of 
its Inhabitants. 

The Diſcredit which the Conſtitution and Settle- 


ments of this Kingdom hath acquired by the fre- 
quent and unhappy Revolutions, that for many 
Ages have infeſted it, hath diſcouraged other Na- 


tions from tranſplanting themſelves hither, . and 


prevailed further than all the Invitations which the 


Cheapneſs and Plenty of the Country afforded, and 
had it not been for the Numbers of the Britiſb, 
which the Neceſſity of the late Wars at firſt drew 
over, and of ſuch who either as Adventurers or 


Soldiers, ſeated themſelves here upon account of 
the Satisfaction made to them in Land, the Coun- 


try had been left in a Manner deſolate, by the laſt 
War and Plague. 

And that the perpetual Agencies or Journeys 
into England, of all Perſons that had any conſider- 
able Pretenſions in Ireland, and many Times their 


long Abodes, and habituating of Families there, 


altho* they have no Money to ſupport them, but 


what is drawn out of Ireland, beſides the young 


Gentlemen go of Courſe there for their Educati- 


on, ſome for their Health, and others for their En- 


tertainment, by which Means great Sums of Mo- 
ney are annually ſpent in England by the moſt 
Wealthy Ii Families, which the great Stock of 


rich Native Commodities, can with Difficulty ſup- 
Port. 


2 And 


Ft Ogo 1 


And further obſerves that thoſe Circumſtances 
- fo prejudicial to the Increaſe of Trade and Riches 
in a Country, ſeem natural, or at leaſt have ever 
been incident to the Government here, otherwiſe 
the Fertility of our Soil and Seas in ſo many rich 
Commodities, improved by Multitude of People 


and Induſtry, with the Advantage of ſo many ex- | 
cellent Havens, ſo well ſituated for all ſorts of 
foreign Trade, muſt have rendered this Kingdom 


one of the richeſt in Europe, and made a mighty 


Encreaſe both of Strength and Wealth to the : 


Crown of England. 


He then goes on by aſſigning Reaſons for the J 
great Scarcity of Money complain'd of at that 
Time in this Kingdom, the Principal of which © 
are as follow; that by the Act againſt Tranſportati- 7? 
on of live Cattle into England, the Trade of this 
Country which ran wholly thither before, was tur- 
ned very much into foreign Parts, and England 


being at this time engaged in a War with the Dutch, 


* their Privateers being in great Numbers about 
our Coaſts, and the want of Enghſp Frigates to 
ſecure our Trade, diminiſh'd the Stock of the 
Kingdom greatly, by the Captures made; not- 
withſtanding which, they were obliged to continue 
their foreign Trade, the Vent for their live Cattle 
not being opened again, and ſcarcely Vent for any 
of their Commodities in England, except Wool; 
from theſe Circumſtances, and the Continuance of 


expenſive Living, and the Import of Luxuries, 


our Money had been carried to England to ſupply I 
| the | 


*This was one of theInducements ourLegiſlature had for grant- 
ing the ample Proviſion under the Title of Tonage and Pound- 
age, for the better guarding the Seas and Protection of our Trade, 

ide page (39). This Subſidy appropriated for this particular uſe, 
(I believe) will be found to produce nearly two Thirds of what 
is known by the Title of the Hereditary Revenue. 
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M8 
the' Latter, without our having Exports to coun- 
terballance it. | 
After reciting in what reſpects the Trade of a 


Country admits of Improvement, he enumerates 


the native Commodities or common eaſy Manufac- 
tures Which are exported from this Kingdom, which 
conſequently furniſh the Stock of foreign Commo- 
dities conſumed in the Country, and the current 
Caſh, and are as follow, * Wool, Butter, Beef, 
Cattle, Fiſh, Iron; and obſerves that by Improve- 
ment of theſe either in the Quantity, Credit, or 
further Manufacture, the Trade of [reland ſeems 
chiefly to be advanced. 

In this Survey he obſerves, one thing muſt be 
taken notice of, as peculiar to this Country, that as 
in the Nature of its Government, ſo in the very 
improvement of its Trade and Riches, it ought 
to be conſidered not only in its own proper Inte- 
reſt,” but likewiſe in its Relation to England, to 
which it is ſubordinate, and upon whoſe Weal in 


the Main, that of this Kingdom depends; and there- 


Dr 
WE - 221 


fore a Regard muſt be had to thoſe Points wherein 
the Trade of Ireland comes to interfere with any 
main Branches of the Trade of England, in which 
Caſes the Encouragement of ſuch Trade, ought to 
beet ther declined or moderated, and ſo give way 

D 2 to 


* Flax or Linen Yarn not being enumerated among thoſe 
Exports, it's probable the almoſt continued Rebellions and Wars 
in the Kingdom, followed by the Plague, (from the Time 
the Taxes which amounted to a Prohibition impoſed the 13th 
of Queen Elizabeth Vide page (37) were taken off in the 16th of 
Charles I.) had prevented the Natives from extending their Views 
beyond their own Conſumption, as by that Statute they had 


been at this Time deprived of Liberty to export their Flax and 


Linen Yarn near a hundred Years, and it will appear in this 


Eſſay, that the narrow Breadth of their Linens intirely preven- 


ted their being exported to foreign Markets, 


52 ] 
to the Intereſt of Trade in England, upon the 
Health and Vigour whereof, the Strength, Riches, | 
and Glory of his Majeſty's Crowns, ſeem chiefly | 
to depend; but on the other Side, ſuch Branches 
of Trade ought not wholly to be ſuppteſt, but ra- 
ther ſo far admitted, as may ſerve the general Þ 
Conſumption of this Kingdom, leaſt by too great 
an Importation of Commodities, though out -of 
England it ſelf, this Kingdom may be ſo drained of 
its Money, as not to leave Stock ſuflicient for car- 
rying on Trade, the Effect whereof would be ge- 
neral Diſcontents among the People, Complaints 
or ill Impreſſions of Government, which in a 
Country compoſed of three ſeveral Nations, diffe-“ 
rent to a great Degree in Language, Cuſtoms-and 
Religion, as well as Intereſts, (both of Property) 
and Dependencies) may prove not only dangerous 
to this Kingdom, but to England itſelt. 
He next takes notice of the Quantity and Qua- 
lity of our Wool, and obſerves that the Country 
is full ſtock' d with Sheep, and cleared of Wolves, 
and all the conſiderable Flocks, of Englyb Breed, | 
and the Staple. of Wool, generally equal with that 
of Northampton, or Leiceſterſpire; and our Soil:little 
ſubject to other Ratts than Hunger; that the Im- 
provement of this Commodity in Feland wou'd 
give ſo great a Damp to the Trade of England (of 
which Cloths, Stuffs and Stockings make ſo migh- | 
ty a Part) that it ſeems not fit to be encouraged Þ 
here, further than to ſuch a Quantity of one of 
two Summer Stuffs, Iriſb Frige and Cloth from ſix 
Shillings to fourteen, as may ſupply in ſome Mes- 
ſure, the ordinary Conſumption of the Kingdom; 
and further obſerves that, that whith ſeems moſt ne- 
ceſſary in this Branch, is the careful Execution d 

the Statutes, provided againſt; Exportation of the 

Wool of this Kingdom, to any other Parts than 
| England, ; 
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England, leaſt it ſhould occaſion a moſt ſenſible De- 
cay, if not Deſtruction of Manufactures both here 
and in England. 

He next takes notice, that Linen Yarn is a 
Commodity very proper for this Country, but 
made in no great Quantities in any Parts, beſides 
the Norib, nor any where into Linen to any great 
Degree, or of ſorts fit for the better Uſes at Home, 
or Exportation Abroad, altho' of all others, this 
ought moſt to be encouraged, and was therefore 
chiefly deſigned by the Earl of S:rafford ; the Soil 
produces Flax kindly and well, and fine too, an- 
ſwerable to the Care uſed in the choice of Seed and 
Exerciſe of Huſbandry. | 

He then proceeds to ſhew the fitneſs of this 
Manufacture, for the Natives who were unac- 


W cuſtamed to Labour and Induſtry, from _ the 


lightneſs of the Work, in all its Branches, and 
is certain of its being capable of Improvement, 
ſo as to beat both the French and Dutch, out of 
the Engl;h Markets, without croſſing any Inte- 
reſt of Trade in England, and obſerves farther, 
that the Soil and Climate are proper for white» 
ning both by the Frequency of Brooks, and alſo 
of Winds in the Country. 

Much Pains had been ſpent upon this De- 
ſign in an Act of Parliament, paſſed the laſt 
Seſſion, the 18th of Charles the Second; but 
the too great Rigour impoſed on ſowing of certain 
Quantities of Flax-ſeed, hath cauſed (and perhaps 
juſtly) a general Neglect in the Execution, and the 
Money applied by that Act to the Encouragement 
of making fine Linen, and Broad, (which he thinks 
is Twenty Pounds every Year in each County) tho 
the Inſtitution was good, has not produced the de- 
fired Effect, by encouraging any conſiderable Ap- 
plication that Way, ſo that ſometimes one ſhare of 
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the Money is paid to a ſingle Claimant, at the Aſ. 
ſizes or Seſſions, and ſometimes a Share is ſaved * 
for want of any Claimant, | | 
And further he obſerves, that this Trade may 
be advanced by ſome Amendments to the laſt Act, 
in another Seſſion, whereby the Neceſſity of ſow- 
ing Flax may be ſo limited, as to be made eaſily 
practicable, and ſo may be forced by the Severity 
of levying the Penalties enacted. For the Mo- 
ney allotted in the Counties, no Perſon ought to 
carry the Firſt, Second or Third Prize, without 
producing two Pieces of Linen of each Sort, 
(whereas only one is neceſſary now.) And ſeverePe: 
nalties may be made againſt weaving any Linen 
under a certain Breadth, ſuch as may be of more 
uſe to the pooreſt People, and of the coarſeſt Li-F 
vens, than the Narrow ITriſb Cloth; and may bear; 
Jome Price abroad, whenever more comes to be 
made,than is conſumed at Home. But after all 1 
or ſuch ſike Proviſions, he obſerves, there are but two 
Things which can make any extraordinary Ad. 
vance in this Branch of Trade, and thoſe are, 
Firſt, an Increaſe of People in the Country, to? 
ſuch a Degree, as may make Things neceſlary to 
Life dear, and thereby force general Induſtry from 
each Member of a Family (Women as well as Men) 
and in as many ſorts as they can well turn to, which 
among others may in Time, come to run the Vein 
this Way. The Second is a particular Application 
in the Government, and this muſt be made either 
by ſome Governor on his own private Account, in- 
vited by the expectation of Gains, or by the 
Honour of bringing to paſs, a Work of ſuch pub | 
lick Utility, to both England and Ireland, (and he 
ſuppoſes both thoſe Circumſtances ' concurred in 
the Earl of Srraford's Defign) and whenever they | 
meet again, can have no better Copy to follow 4 


11 

all Particulars, than that begun at the Naas in his 
Time. Or by a conſiderable Sum of Money being 
ſet apart out of his Majeſty's preſent Revenue, or 
ſome future Subſidies to be granted for this Occaſi- 
on: And this either to be imployed in ſetting up 
ſome great Linen Manufacture in ſome certain Place, 
and to be managed by fit Hands for mak ing fine Li- 
nens and Sail Cloths too, the Benefit or Loſs of ſuch 
a Trade, to be placed to account of Government, 
until it gains a Footing in the Nation. Or ſhou'd 
this ſeem too great an Undertaking for the preſent 
Age, to keep ſuch aSum of Money ready in Hands, 
appointed by the Government, for taking off at 
common moderate Prices, all ſuch Pieces of Cloth 
as ſhall be brought in by any Perſons, at certain 
Times, to the chief Town of each County, and 
all ſuch Pieces of Cloth as are fit for Sails, to be 
carried into the Stores of the Navy. All that are 
fit for the Army, to be given the Soldiers (as 
Clothes are) in part of their Pay : And all finer 
Pieces to be fold, and the Money ſtill applied to 
the Encreaſe or conſtant Supply of the main Stock. 
The Effect hereof, wou'd be, that People finding 
a certain Market for this Commodity, and that 
of others ſo uncertain as it is in this Kingdom, 
wau'd turn ſo much of their Induſtry this Way, 
as wou'd ſerve to furniſh a great Part of that Mo- 
ney, which is moſt abſolutely neceſſary, for Pay- 
ene of Taxes, Rents, or Subſiſtence of Fami- 
ies. 

He recommends, if the King ſhould give leave, 
to the Merchants in eight or ten of the chief tra- 
ding Ports of Ireland, to name for each Town, 
one of their Number, out of which the Lord Lieu- 
tenant ſhou'd chuſe two, to be of the Privy Coun- 
cil of Ireland, with a certain Salary from the King 
D 4 ta 
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to defray their Attendance: This wou'd be an 
Honour and Encouragement to ſo worthy a Cal- 
ling, and wou'd introduce an Intereſt of Trade m- 
to the Council, which being now wholly compoſed 
of the Nobility or Gentry, the Civil or Military 
Officers ; the Traders ſeem to be left without Pa- 
trons in the Government, and thereby without Fa- 
vour to the particular Concernments of a chief 
Member in the Politick Body, and upon whoſe 
proſpering, the Wealth of the whole Kingdom 
ſeems chiefly to depend. FAY RFA NON 

I have now given the Subſtance of this Eſſay, 
ſo far as it relates to the preſent Purpoſe, there 
are contained in it many other Schemes, for the 
Improvement of Ireland, and this moſt diſcerning 
Author ſeems to have had no other Views than 
to promote the Honour and Intereſt of his Maje- 
ſty's Dominions, and the good of Mankind; and 
as his Schemes have been partly adopted, I ſhall 
only obſerve at preſent, that notwithſtanding the 
Neceſſaries of Life are grown ſo dear in many 
Parts of the Kingdom, (which was the principal 
Deſire of the Author towards extending it's Trade) 
that the Natives for want of Employment are for- 
ced to fly to other Countries for Support; yet it will 
appear that the Linen Board never have taken one 
Step towards encouraging them to make their Li- 
nen (called by Sir William Temple, © Triſh Cloth, 
but commonly Bandle Linen, which is about four- 
teen Inches wide) of ſuch Breadth as to be fit for 
I ſhall in the next Place give you the Subſtance 
of an Eſſay, towards improving the Hempen and 
Flaxen Manufactures of Ireland, by Louis Crom- 
melin, Overſeer of the Royal Linen Manufacture of 
this Kingdom, printed in Dublin, in the Year, 
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CHAP. I. 


H E Author in his Introduction, begins with 
ſetting forth his Intention of teaching the In- 
habitants (as far as a Diſcourſe of that Sort can be 
ſuppoſed to extend) the ſeveral Myſteries relating 
to the Linen Manufactures; he obſerves, that 
he is a Native of St. Quintin, and a Prote- 
ſtant, and that King William III. of Glorious 
Memory, encouraged him to come, and further 
the Linen Manyfacture in this Kingdom, of whom 
( he ſays) he had an Audience more than once on 
that Subject. 

He obſerves that the Soil of this Country 
all over, except from Dundalk, northwards, 
will bear as good or better Hemp than the World 
affords, and that the Climate ſeems to be adapted 
to it by Nature, beyond any of the Eaſtern Coun- 
tries, and concludes this Part of the Paragraph, by 
ſaying he has been over moſt part of the Country, 


and can affirm that the Hemp of this Kingdom 


wou'd make Cordage, Sail Cloth, Fiſhing Nets, 
or any other Work, that the beſt Riga or Narua 
Hemp, might be applied to. 

In reſpect to Flax, he obſerves, that there is no 

rt of the Kingdom which wou'd not produce it 
in very great Perfection, if the People of the Coun- 
try were thoroughly inſtructed therein, and pro- 
per Perſons employed in cultivating it. 


CHAP. 


* Had the Author has a Man of the Experience he pretends 
to, he wou'd have known that /taly and many Parts —— Europe, 
pr roduce Hemp of far ſuperior Quality to Riga and Narva, 
and ſuch as is made uſe of in the fineſt Linen Manufactures, and 
dear bought Experience (it's to be hoped)-has informed our Li- 
nen Board that raiſing of Hemp, is neither ſuitable to our Cti- 
mate or the Soil of this Country, 


. 
CHAP. II. 


E proceeds to ſnew how to cultivate and pre- 
| pare Flax with Obſervations on the pernici- 
ous Method then practiſed in Ireland, as follows, 
That the Flax. ieed ought to be good and renew- 
ed from Time to Time, by freſh Seed from Riga 
or Narva, for being often made uſe of, in the ſame 
Soil it degenerates and becomes unfit for any thing 
but Oil, that ſhifting the Soil will help it, but in 
France and” Flanders, they find by Experience, 
that freſh Supplies from Riga and Narva are re- 
quiſite, and that Ground that i is fit for Barley is 
good for Flax, and recommends giving Ground af. 
ter a Crop of Barley is off, three ploughings before 
the middle of April following, and then to ſow in 
each Plantation Acre, four Buſhels of Flax-ſeed, 
and fo in Proportion for a greater or leſſer Quantity, 
and that Flax will grow in other Grounds that are 
not an over ſtiff Clay, Sc. After taking Notice 
that it ſhou'd be weeded, when about three or four 
Inches above the Ground, he then cautions againſt 
5 it until thoroughly ripe, which 1s to be 
nown by the Seeds being coloured in the 
Pods, and the Leaves beginning to fall off, other- 
wiſe the Seed will not only be ruined, * but the 
Flax will be weak and unſerviceable ; and the not 
letting theSeed ripen thoroughly,(he is of Opinion) 
is the main Reaſon why our Flax-ſeed degene- 
rates ſo ſoon ; he then gives Directions, with re- 
ſpect to the Pulling, which are unneceſſary to men- 
tion, as they are not worth the Farmer's Notice, or 
were generally known and practiſed; and recom- 
mends houſing it until the enſuing Seaſon, and 
thinks the Farmer will find his Advantage thereby, 

both 


This Remark is found from Experience, to be ill grounded, | 
as the fineſt and ſtrongeſt Flax is produced by pulling it directly 
when theBloſſom changes, and theSceds begin to form themſelves, 


E 


poth in the Goodneſs and Colour; he next gives 
Directions for watering, and cautions the Publick 
againſt Bog Water, or hard rough Water, as the firſt 
diſcolours the Hemp or Flax, and the latter makes 
it hard and improper for working. There is no 
material difference in his Procedure, in . 
paring Flax for the Hatchel, thenceforward from 
the Method then uſed by the Natives, except 
where he is againſt drying by Fire, before break - 
ing and ſcutching; but this Climate rarely affords 
ſo hot a Sun as to make Flax work without Fire, 
and it is found from Experience, ta be no Detri- 
ment to the Bleacher, but the Truth that muſt ap- 
pear to any Man of Knowledge, that examines 
this Eſſay, thus far, is, that Louis Crommelin did not 
conſider that he had not brought his warm and 
conſtant Summer with him from St. Quintin; nor 
does he appear to have examin'd the Nature of 
the Flax the Natives were employ'd about, as it 
was moſt certainly finer in Quality than any he 
introduced; and it was not poſſible to make it 
.grow long by any Culture, 


CHAP, II. 


S taken up about Hemp, except ſome little 
1 Notice taken of Hackling, and. I ſhall paſs it 
over, ſo far as it relates to Hemp, as it wou'd be 
taking up the Time of the Reader to no Purpoſe, 
to treat of an Article, that it is impoſlible from the 
Nature of our Soil and Climate, ever to make any 
Progreſs in, equal to the Expence attending it, 
In treating of Flax Dreſſing, he does not make 
any Diſtinction in the Quality, but ſeems to im- 
ply, that it is poſſible to bring all Sorts. of Flax to 
an equal degree of Fineneſs, and he ſhews, that 
3 . G 1. ' bw # 72 N p he 
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he was. no Judge of Flax, as he does not even 
diſtinguiſh the Flanders Flax from any other, 
nor does he reaſon like an intelligent Flax Dreſ- 
ſer. He then recommends County Flax Shops and 
Spinning-ſchools, and at the fame Time ſeems 
deſirous of avoiding any Plans that might retard 
the Progreſs of the Natives, even in their own 
Schemes and Manufactures. 


CHAP. IV. 


1 N this Chapter, he firſt treats of Spinning Li- 
nen Yarn, and he ſhews beyound doubt herein, 
that he only intended encouraging the fineſt Bran- 
ches of the Manufacture, ſuch as Cambricks, 
Kenting, and the fineſt Hollands, ſuch as were 
the Manufacture of that Part of France from 
whence he came, nor does he look on the coarſer 
Branches to be of any Conſequence, as he con- 
cludes a Paragraph, in ſaying, until the Flax of this 
Kingdom be brought to due Length, it may be 
difficult to ſpin the long Way, or to-make extream 
fine Yarn ; but both the one and the other muſt 
be rectified, if ever we deſign to bring our Ma- 
nufacture to a Reputation. He diſapproves of the 
Spinning- wheel then uſed, which was the ſame as 
is now turned with the Foot, and recommends the 
Wheel made uſe of in France and Flanders, that 
is turned by the Hand, and advances many frivo- 
lous Reaſons to ſupport his Recommendation. He 
then propoſes the Statute Reel and the Cutts and 
Method of Reeling, now generally imitated, which 

cou'd it be effectually carried into Execution, in all 
Yarn lighter than two Dozen in the Pound, wou'd 
contribute greatly to the Advancement of the Li- 
nen Manufacture, 85 Fe 
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CHAP. V. 


N this Chapter he ſets out by Repreſentations 

of three ſeveral Sorts of Looms, one uſed in 
Holland in weaving ſtrong fine Linen Cloth, called 
a Dutch Loom; a ſecond uſed in France and Flau- 
ders, in making plain ſpotted or ſtriped Cambricks, 
called an Eſtille ; and a third uſed in Brittany and 
Normandy, called the French Loom ; Plans of all 
which he gives, but he does not take notice of 
what Branch of the Manufacture the third Loom 
is imployed in, and takes notice that the Looms 
then uſed by the Natives of this Kingdom (except 
thoſe: employed .in making Diapers or Damaſks) 
have their Beams too far aſunder (commonly called 
too long in the Reach) for working fine Holland, 
and that our Looms are not fit for any Branches 
of the Manufacture (that he ſeems to be acquainted 
with ;) therefore he concludes, that as we are to 
begin the Trade, it is our Intereſt to copy after 
the Foreigners in every reſpect. 255 

It is plain from the whole of this Chapter, that 
he had no Knowledge of any Branches of foreign 
Manufacture, but ſuch as were: made in the Neigh- 
bourhood of his Place of Nativity, viz. Cam- 
bricks of all Sorts, and fine Hollands; had he 
known how the People of Brittany and NVormandy 
were employed, he muſt have told us it was in 
making 1 known by the Name of Britanias, 
for the Conſumption of Spain, Portugal, and their 
Meſt Indies, of a light ſleazy Fabrick, made on 
the ſame Principle in ſleaing of a thick Cambrick; 
there are only two Sorts of this Manufacture, vis. 
three Quarters wide and yard wide, each full Breadth, 
of a midling Colour, and the fineſt Yatn in either 
Sort runs to about ſeven Hank in the _ P 
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ſach as is uſed in our two Shilling yard wides, and the 
loweſt Sorts to about three dozen The Ger- 
mans ſupply them with Linen ſtill lower priced, 
called Britanias counterfeited, and J have it from 
good Authority, that the French yearly vend in 
Cadiz Market, to the Amount of a Million and a 
Half Sterling, of their Britanias. 

Had Mr. Crommelin been the Manufacturer of 
that univerſal Knowledge he pretends to, this was 
the Branch he muſt have introduced, as moſt ſuitable 
to the Spinning and Looms uſed among the People, 
at that Day in the North where the French Colony 
was firſt eſtabliſned; but of this more hereafter. 
He then gives an Account of the choice of Reeds, 
Geers, dreſſing, and weaving, and in every Particular 
endeavours to ſhew the Natives did not underſtand 
the fine Branches of the Linen Manufacture, whilſt 
he at the ſame time demonſtrably proves he knew no 
other; and like ſome other Authors that will come 
under conſideration hereafter, he always propoſes 
the moſt expenſive Methods of doing Buſineſs. 


CHAP. Vl. 


T HIS, his laſt Chapter, contains his whole 
Theory and practical Knowledge of Bleach- 
ing, and by following the Directions he lays down 
in his Coarſe of Operation, I will venture to ſay it 
is impoſſible to make a white Piece of Linen; his 
Scheme is the moſt expenſive I ever met with, he 
neither follows the Dutch nor the French Method 
(as practiſed at the Dundalk Cambrick Factory) nor 
indeed do I believe he ever made a high white 
Piece of Linen or had any Knowledge of this Part 
of the Myſtery (as he terms it) and by the Im- 
a oe; by provements 


— — 4 wc. Co tot — , — = -.- 


— wy phy 


Lon 


( 93 I 

provements of our Machinery for waſhing and 
rubbing, and ſaving Expence of Hands, Sowers and 
Aſhes, we have gained more in a few Years on Fo- 
reigners in our fineſt Branches of the Manufacture, 
than it would be poſſible to have effected for Ages 
by purſuing his Schemes. 

It will appear that our Natives, unaſſiſted by 
the Linen-Board, have ſtruck out Branches in- 
tirely new, which they have carried to ſuch 
Degrees of Perfection, by their Ingenuity and 
Induſtry, as to have gained them Reputation 
abroad, tho* neglected at home; and I am 
not of Opinion, there is any danger of loſing the 
Reputation they have gained by a moderate Uſe 
of Rubbing Boards in the finer Branches, notwith- 
ſtanding the Diſpoſition appearing in all * Gen- 
tlemen, unacquainted in the practical Part to ex- 
claim againſt them. | 

The moſt material Tranſactions that either the 
Journals, Statutes, or Hiſtory can afford, with 
reſpe& to our Linen or Hempen ManufaQuures, 
from the earlieſt Notice taken of them down to 
this Period in 1709, have been now laid before 
the Publick, and as the Truſtees are appoin- 
ted under an Act of Parliament the ſucceed- 
ing Seſſion in 1710, it may not be thought im- 
prope: to make ſome Obſervations on the State and 
rogreſs of the Manufacture thus far, in order to 
form the better Judgment, what Encouragements 
were further neceſſary; and as there conſtantly ap- 
pears a truly Patriot Spirit in the Legiſlative Body, 
to make ſuch Laws, and grant ſuch Aids, as are 
recommended by the Linen Board for its Improve» 
ment, it may, with Juſtice be inferred, that where 
we are wanting inthe former, or miſapply the lat- 

ter, they are accountable to the Publick. 
* | lt 


* See Doctor Hanes Experiments on Bleaching, Page ( 7. ) 
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It muſt now be obvious to the Reader, that rai- 
ſing Flax and ſpinning it into Yarn, and manufac- 
turing ſome ſorts of Linens, were in practice in this 
Kingdom, upwards of two hundred Years ago ; 
and it further appears by the Statutes, that this Ma- 
nufacture was held in great Eſteem in thoſe Days. 

In the Statute of the 13th of Queen liz. 
whereby for the Encouragement of Manufactures 
and Imployment of the People, the Exportation 
of Flax and Linen Yarn, are prohibited, under the 
Penalties recited, it is obvious that we then raiſed 
Flax ſufficient for our own Manufactures, and. to 
ſpare, and it is neceſlary to obſerve, that the Flax 
we then raiſed, was the ſame taken Notice of 
in Lord S:rafford's Reply, and afterwards by Sir 
William Temple and Mr. Crommelin, for the Seed 
of which there was no Neceſſity to go to other Coun- 
tries; and there is ſtill preſerved in the South and 
Weſt Parts of this Kingdom, ſome Stock of this 
Seed. This Flax is longer than the Reply deſcribes, 
and I believe is inferior to none we know of, for 
Strength and Fineneſs. There are many Gentle- 
men muſt have made the ſame , Obſervation, as it 
was generally known of late Years in moſt parts 
of the Country; * according to the Deſcription gi- 
ven under the Article of Flax, in the Confiderati- 
ons ; it is evident, that Flax of our own Growth 
raiſed from any Seed. is more uſeful in our Ma- 
nufactures than the Flax we import. 

It appears from the beſt Information we can 
collect, either by Valuation, in Charles the Second's 
Reign, or the Shirtings or Linens made, that the 
Yarn which the Natives were imployed in ſpinning, 
was ſuch as is now known by the Name of Pound 
Yarn, or from four Hanks in the Pound of ſtatuteable 
Yarn down. And here, to take a View of the Quality 
of our home Conſumption and Exports, it will be 
found that Nineteen out of Twenty of - our Spin- 

ners 


See Conſiderations in Relation to Flax: 
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ners are imployed in the ſame way at this Day, 
notwithſtanding the immenſe Sums expended in 
Spinning: ſchools, to tempt them to draw their 
Flax fine. 

When Government and good Order were hap- 
ily eſtabliſned in this Kingdom, after the Glorious 
— many Laws were made in England 
and here, in the Reign of King William, and in 
the ſucceeding Reigns, to prevent our continuing 
or extending our woollen Manufacture, by prohi- 
biting Exportation thereof to any foreign Realm, 
commencing the 24th of June, 1699, and in Lieu 
of it, the Improvement of our Linen Manufac- 
turewas recommended to our Legiſlature ; many 
Advantages were granted in favour of it, and 
through Neceſlity as well as Intereſt, it then be- 
came almoſt the ſole Object of our Concern. 

The firſt Step was an Inſtance of the greateſt 
Prudence in the Houſe of Commons, by ordering 
the fitteſt Perſons to be nominated to ſuperintend 
the Execution of Schemes, and Diſtribution of 
Premiums, in each Corporation and County. 

The French Proteſtants are encouraged to ſettle 
in Colonies here, to carry on and inſtruct the Na- 
tives in the Linen and Hempen Manufacture, for 
doing which, Bounties and Penſions are granted in 
the ampleſt Manner. 

The Linen Weavers are neglected until the 
4th of Queen Ann, where a Clauſe is introduced 
in the Linen Bill to compel all Dealers to have 
their Linens made Twenty Two Inches and a 
Half wide, or be liable to Forfeiture; and this 
Law (as I apprehend) cou'd have no Effect only 
with reſpect to Linens exported ; and I believe 
there is no foreign Linens either German or French, 
that we cou'd hope to interfere with in the Markets 
of England, Spain, or Portugal, under Twenty 
Five Inches wide, 

| E The 
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The next Circumſtance that deſerves particular 
Notice, is the French Coloniſts getting the directi- 
on of the Linen Manufacture, veſted in them, 
and being unacquainted with the coarſer Branches 
in which our Yarn and Bandle Linen Weavers 
might have been imployed to the beſt Advantage, 
they prevail ſo far with the Legiſlature, as to get 
Spinning - ſchools appointed in each County, in 
1708, to teach the Natives to ſpin fine Yarn, and 
the bad Conſequences attending this Scheme, will 
more properly be the Subject of a future Num- 


The Houſes ordered for teaching Hemp and 
Flax-dreſſing was a good Scheme, but I believe 
fhrough theNegligence of Grand Juries, it had not 
the deſired Effect, however we have ſo far ſucceed- 
ed of late Years, as to dreſs our“ Flax at this Day, 
in general, as well as any Country in Europe. 

From the Law made in 1709, againſt Linen 
Weavers (being Natives) working at the Trade, 
without having ſerved Five Years Apprenticeſhip, 
under the Penalties and Puniſhments therein ſet 
forth, the two following Concluſions may be 
drawn, firſt, that Gentlemen did not conſider what 
Treaſure the Kingdom was poſſeſſed of in having 
many Thouſands of Natives Weavers, that had 
ſerved little or no Apprenticeſhip, that muſt all 
have been ſuppreſſed, had this Law taken Effect; 
and Secondly, that the French Managers meant to 
create a Monopoly in their own Favour, more eſ- 
pecially as they are exempted from Apprenticeſhips 
by the Clauſe. | 


In reſpect to the Neceſſity for Apprenticeſhips, 


read under the Title of Weaving in the Confide- 
rations, as from this Clauſe, and the like hereafter, 
all 


See Conſiderations in Relation to Flax and Flax Dreſſers, 
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all the Trouble given Manufacturers by Combinati- 
ons among Linen Weavers is derived. 

In my humble Opinion, the moſt unhappy State a 
Country can labour under, is to ſee its Guardians (in- 
duced by Prejudice, or the Adviceof Foreigners) who 
cannot be ſuppoſed to know how the poor Natives 
are employed) overlook it's moſt eſſential Intereſts. 
Where is the Man (when he is going to rebuild his 
Houſe) that will not conſider with the greateſt 
Care, what Materials he is poſſeſſed of, and how 
they may be diſpoſed of to the beſt Advantage ? yet 
how unhappily hath this Kingdom been treated, 
the Schemes of Foreigners too often adopted, and 
Laws have been made, which hard Neceſſity, and 
want of Information to lead them into other 
Branches, hath obliged the Natives to oppoſe. 

From what hath appeared to the Reader as yet, 
there is no room for great Encomiums on our firſt 
Truſtees, or Reflections being thrown out againſt 
our Commonalty. 

My next NumsxR, ſhall contain an account of 
the Linen Fund down to the preſent Time, and a 
brief Account of ſuch Laws and other Circum- 
ſtances as intervened towards enabling the preſent 
Board to diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in them, with 
the greater Advantage to the Kingdom, and in 
this NUMBER will be introduced farther Reports of 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons, with Re- 
marks. 

It is thought neceſſary to advertiſe the Publick, 
that altho* the Advantages this Country derives 
from the Improvement of the Linen Manufacture, 
are generally aſcribed (by Strangers) to the pru- 
dent Diſtribution of the Linen Fund, yet it will 
appear that Neceſſity ariſing from our confined Cir- 
cumſtances with reſpect to Trade, and the Inge- 
nuity of our Inhabitants, have a much greater Share 

therein; and there will be little room left for 


the Odium thrown on the Commonalty of this 
Kingdom, by the ingenious Doctor Home, in or- 
der to compliment the Linen Board (who in other 
Reſpects hath great Merit for his Experiments on. 
Bleaching) and the Doctor may hereafter have an 
Opportunity of ſeeing the Gratuities given to pro- 
mote the two handed Spinning Scheme of his fa- 
mous Scots Woman, ranged among the Miſappli- 
cations of the Linen Fund. 


The Reader is requeſted to keep theſe NuuBERSG 
intire, as Reference will be had from one to an- 
other, throughout the Whole. | 


= See his Experiments on Bleaching, p. 5. 
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and Progreſs of the Linen and Hempen Ma- 
nutactures of this Kingdom are laid before the 
Publick, collected from the moſt authentic 
Vouchers and Circumſtances at this diſtance of ti me, 
beginning in 1542 and brought down to 1710, in 
order to enable the Reader to judge what Encourage- 
F ments 
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ments were further neceſſary, when the Linen 
Board was inſtituted under an Act of Parliament, 
to conſiſt of Seventy Two Truſtees, Eighteen to 
be nominated out of each Province, who have had 
all Funds granted ſince that time for encouraging 
or extending the Linen or Hempen Manufactures 
veſted in them. And the Lord Lieutenant, or 
Chief Governor for the time being, is thereby im- 
powered to appoint new Truſtees, in caſe of Va- 
cancies. 

I ſhall not trouble the Reader with a Preface to 
each of theſe Papers, as I hope my Deſign in pub- 
liſhing them will meet with that favourable Con- 
ſtruction, that each Member of the Community 
may lay ſome Claim to, who endeavours to turn 


thoſg Hours he can ſpare from the more neceſlary F 
Attendance on his own Affairs, to the Advantage 


of the Publick. 


In the former Number, a Reſolution of the ho- : 
nourable Houſe of Commons was omitted, that it 


may be neceſſary to refer to hereafter. 


Io 1703, Odober 5, the Committee of Trade | 


reſolved, that it was their Opinion, that for the 
Preſervation of Trade between England and Ire- 


land, ſmall Frigates or Veſſels of Eight or Ten 


Guns with Oars, over and above cruiſing Frigates 
in the Channel, are neceſſary to ſecure the Ports, 
Creeks, and Coaſts in this Kingdom from Inſults 
of {mall Privateers. | 

To which Reſolution the Houſe did agree, and 
it was ordered, that ſuch Members of this Houſe 
as are of her Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy 
Council, do attend his Grace the Lord Lieutenant 
with the ſaid Reſolution, and deſire his Grace, that 
the ſame may be laid before her Majeſty. 
170%, October 30. Reſolved, Nem. Con. that 


Louis Crommelin hath been eminently uſeful to this 
EKEing- 


Ty oy WY We WP M9 7 


* 

Kingdom, in promoting the Linen Manufacture 
thereof. | | | 

1710, June 18. Reſolved, that it is the Opi- 
nion of this Committee, that it is the indiſpenſible 
Duty of all Juſtices of the Peace, and chief Magi- 
ſtrates of Cities and Corporate Towns in this King- 
dom, ſtrictly to put in Execution the Laws relating 
to the Linen Manufacture. | 

To which Reſolution the Houſe did agree. 

Ordered, that ſuch Members of this Houſe as 
are of her Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy Coun- 
cil, do attend his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
and deſire that his Excellency will be pleaſed to 
give Directions that a Proclamation may iſſue, re- 
quiring all Juſtices of the Peace, and Chief Ma- 
giſtrates of Cities and Corporate Towns in this 
Kingdom, ſtrictly to put in Execution the Laws 
relating to the Linen Manufacture. 

On Petitions preſented and examined, it was re- 
ſolved, that the Corporation of Drogheda have ar- 
bitrarily and illegally exacted Toll of Linen Yarn 
in the Town of Drogheda, contrary to the Act, in- 
titled, An Act for the Improvement of the Hem- 
pen and Flaxen Manufactures in this Kingdom, 
and to the Diſcouragement of the Trade of this 
Kingdom. 

Ordered, that the Mayor and Cuſtomers of 
Drogheda, now in Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms 
attending this Houſe, be continued in Cuſtody of 
the Serjeant at Arms, during the Pleaſure of this 
Houſe. | 

In 1710, the Statute wherein the Truſtees are 
appointed, recites, An Act paſſed the laſt Seſſion, 
commencing 25 June 1709, granting a Duty of 
18 d. per Yard on Calicoes, &c. and 6 d. per Yard 
for every Yard of Linen to be imported, and to be 


applied to the Uſe of the Linen Manufacture : 
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And in this Seſſion this Act is continued for Seven 
Years, and to the End of the next Seſſion of Par- 
liament;: the Produce of which will appear in the 
Linen Fund; and one half the Fund was now or- 
dered/ to be applied to the Encouragement of the 
Hempen, and the other to the Flaxen Manufac» 
tures. And in this Act, Linens were denomina- 
ted as follows, from their Breadths, viz. Ell wides 
Ulkers, . Tard half quarter wide Lurgans, Yard 
wides Liſburns, three Quarters and half wide Cale- 


rains, three Quarters and Nail broad Antrims, 


three Quarters wide Dungannons, Linens half Yard 
and half Quarter, or 224 Inches, wide Munſters. 
And there is a Clauſe in this Act impowering the 
Juſtice or Juſtices of Aſſize to fine Juſtices of the 
Peace or Chief Magiſtrates, neglecting or abuſing 
their Authority, in relation to the Execution of the 
Linen Statutes; the Fine to go to the Infor- 
mer. | | N 
1710. June 13. A Meſſage was ſent from the 
Houſe of Commons to the Lord Lieutenant, for a 
Proclamat ion for putting the Linen Statutes in 
execution; and a Bill for the ſame purpoſe was 
brought in, and the Sleaing Tables made by * Mr. 
Joſeph Beaumont much approved and printed, and 
a Reward voted for him. 
June 21. A Petition of the Merchants and Dea- 
lers in the Linen Manufacture in the North of Ire- 


land, was preſented, praying that the Houſe would 


conſider of ſome Means to promote the making of 
middling Linen Cloth in this Kingdom, and refer- 
red to the Committee to whom Heads of a Bill 
for enforcing Acts and Regulations, Cc. was re- 
ferred. © | 85 | 
1711. Voted, that 1619 J. be deducted by Act 
of Parliament out of the Publick Ballance then due 
| 73 l 
Some Obſervations will be made on this Performance, 
among others, towards the End of this Number. 
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the Nation, and directed to be applied for the En- 
couragement of the Linen and Flaxen Manufac- 
tures. 
In this Seſſion 2 Bill 1 was palled, to encourage 
the ſowing and lng, of Flax in ng og 
dom. 

171 3. December 85 A Committee was appoint- 
ed to inſpect the Management and State of the 
Linen Manufacture, 5 did not make: arty: Fagan? 
before the Queen died. 
171g, November 29. A Committee. appoints 
ed to inſpect the State of the Linen Manufacture, 
and conſider what may be done for tlie farther Im- 

ovement 'thereof, p in Subſtance as fol- 

Ws. | 
The committee el. etamined all the Books 
and Proceedings of the Truſtees. do find, that the 
ſaid Truſtees have been very; gareful and diligent 
in the Execution of the Truſt emmitted to them; 
and notwithſtanding the magy Difficulties they la- 
hour under, have very conſiderably improved the 
ſaid Manufacture; the chief Obſtacles to which 
were, 
1. The badneſs of the les and Henty-ſeed in 
this Kingdom 
2. The Ignorance of the. People in managing 
their Seed, Flax, and Tarn 
3. The want of ManufaRtories being ſet up in 
ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, which, if once ſet- 
{tled, would employ great Numbers of Hands, and 


e others Induſtry that way. 


4. The bad Method of Whitening. 

To remedy theſe Evils, the Truſtees took the 
following Methods. ET 

They imported great Cuantities of foreign Hemp | 


and Flax Seed, which they diſpoſed of in the ſeve- 
ral Provinces of this Kingdom at half the firſt Coſt 
0 ſome, to others gratis. This encouraged the 


bat: F 3 ſowing 
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ſowing' larger Quantities than uſual, and the Pro- 
duce: has let People ſee the Goodneſs of foreign 
Seed in preference to our own; and they obſerve, 
that though for the aſt Three Years paſt the Ex- 
portation of Linen Cloth has very conſiderably in- 
creaſed, yet the Export of Linen Yarn has pro- 
portionabiy likewiſe increaſed; which they attri- 
bute chiefly to the Quantities - of foreign Flax-ſeed 
imported and ſown, on the Encouragement given 
by the Truſtees, and conceive, if their Fund was 
larger, and theſe Eneouragements continued, it 
would ſtill increaſe the Flempen ad Flaxen 1 
factures of this Kingdom 

To provide againſt the cos Evil as tuch = 
poſlible, they appointed two itinerant Hemp and 
Flax Men in each Prevince, who were directed 
to ſee the Laws executed, and to inſtruct all Per- 
ſons in the beſt Methods of ſowing and preſerving 
their Seed, and managing their Flax and Hemp, 
and to make Returns e their Progreſs; with Remarks 
-and'Obſervations*therton-; and the Committee are 
of 'Opinion, theſe itttierant Men were of great 
Uſe. 

The Committee further find, that the Truftees 
publiſhed and diſperſed ſeveral Books; for the bet- 
ter and more particular inſtructing the Common- 
alty in the beſt Methods of preparing their Ground, 
ſowing their Seed; and managing and dreſſin 
their Hemp and Flax to make it fit for the Spin- 
ner, on which the Whitening much depends, and 
for the more effectual informing them of the ſeve- 
ral Laws for regulating the Flax and Hempen Ma- 
nufactures. 

The third Thing they found neceſſary to be at- 
tempted, was to encourage the ſetting up and 
eſtabliſhing of Manufactures in ſeveral Parts of 
the Kingdom, by giving as large Premiums there- 
to as their ſmall Fund would allow, This was 
— 
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attended with ſome Succeſs, ſeveral Perſons, having 
contracted with the Board for ſetting up Twelye 
ſeveral Linen and Hempen Manufactures, in the 
ſeveral Provinces of this Kingdom. 

That Three of thoſe Manufactures ſeem not to 
have been carried on purſuant to the Contracts made 
for that purpoſe, altho the Board has performed all 
that was to be done on their Part, v/z, One at 


-Rathkeil, where little Progreſs had been made in 


building a Hemp Mill, and a Stone Houſe for airing 


of Hemp: ſeed; and in this it appears, ſufficient Se- 


curity was given for the fulfilling the Contra i in leſs 


than Seven Months. 


The ſecond is a Bleach-yard and Factory at 


Abby-Bayle, County Roſcommon, . contracted. for by 
John Hewet, where a Bleach- yard containing an 
Acre and half, with Buck-houle, . Utenſils, c. 
was to be made. and Three Looms kept on Sail 
Cloth, and Six Looms on Dowlaſs Linen of high 


white Yarn, of ſuch Sorts as the Truſtees ſhould 


appoint, and Eleven Looms for Sheeting, to be 
kept employed for Seven Years. . The Return 
made of the Progreſs was, that he had made a 
Bleach- yard containing only half an Acre, provi- 
ded with a good Buck-houſe and Itenſils, had ſet 
up his whole Number of Looms, but has not kept 
them conſtantly employ d, had made no Sail Cloth, 

nor ſent up any Cerrificates of What Quantity of 


Cloth he had made. 
The third Cong was at Downpatrick, by John 
Beck, where a Bleach-yard containing Four {rb 


7 Plantation Acres, with. a- Buck-houſe and proper 


Utenſils, was to have been made, and Thirty- 


five Looms ſet up before May 1716, and kept 
conſtantl — for Seven Vears on Dou laſs 
Linen of high white Tarn, Fifteen of which Looms 
were to be employed on ſuch Kinds of Dowlals as 


the Fan egen time to time ſhould appoint, ac- 
T anvtorg H, Large cording 
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cording to Patterns ſent and ſealed with their Seal. 
The Return made here is, that his Bleach-yard 
contains but One Engliſb Acre, and has ſet up but 
Nine of the Thirty-five Looms which he was to 
ſet up at Downpatrick, but employed to the Num- 
ber of Thirty-one Looms; but they not being 
Looms of his own, as by his Contract he was ob- 
liged,” are of Opinion, the Thirty-one Looms are 
ſubject to ſo many Fallacies, that it no way anſwers 
the Deſigns of the ſaid Contract. 

The fourth Thing they undertook was the bet- 
ter whitening of Cloth and Yarn, for which Pur- 
poſe they employed Thomas Turner (a Perſon well 
ſkilled in that Art) who by Directions from the 
Truſtees, and for a Reward given, “ publiſhed 
and diſperſed many printed Books of Inſtructions, 
of the beſt manner of whitening, and likewiſe or- 
dered ſaid Turner to attend ſeveral Bleach- yards, 
to. inſtruct them in that Art, and ſeveral other 
Circumſtances relating to Bleaching. 

The Truſtees publiſned Advertiſements, promi- 
ſing Rewards for ſowing Hemp and Flax. ſeed, 
bana and dreſſing Hemp, and making Dowlaſs 
and Sail Cloth; but the ſmallneſs of their Fund 
occaſioned their making the Reward fo ſparing, 
- that though the Particulars deſigned to be encou- 
raged were of the greateſt Importance to the King- 
dom, yet the Demands for ſuch Rewards had been 
very inconſiderable, by which Means the Sums 
deſigned for' thoſe Purpoſes were, for the molt 

part, unapplied. 
The Committee here acquaint the Houſe, of” a 
Fraud committed by a Magiſtrate, in ſigning falſe 
Certificates, to the Number of Four Hundred and 
Eighty-three, and the next Collector of the Reve- 
nue being to Pay them (the ſame to be r 

* ka Account will be given of whit he publiſhed, to ſhew 
his Knowledge compared yith the preſent T'imes, 
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good by the Truſtees) ſuſpecting the Veracity of 
them after having paid Part, ſtopt Payment until 
further Directions from the Board of Truſtees, 
and being informed that the Lord Chancellor had 
turned him out of the Peace for ſaid Offence, the 
Committee came to no Reſolution in reſpe& to 
him. 1 

They further obſerve, that the Truſtees finding 
their yearly Fund not ſufficient effectually to en- 
courage the making of Dowlaſs and Sail Cloth, 
the two moſt advantageous Branches of the Linen 
and Hempen Manufactures, reſolved to cheapen 
as much as poſſible the Materials, and to that End 
encouraged the importing and ſowing foreign 
Hemp and Flax-ſeed, and contracted for ſetting 
up in different Parts of the Kingdom Eight Spin- 
ning Schools on Flax, containing One Hundred 
and Sixty Girls, at One Pound Sixteen Shillings 
per Ann. for each Girl, Amount 288 J. per Ann. 
and for Twelve Hempen Schools, containing Four 
Hundred and Seventy young Boys and Girls, to 
ſpin Hempen Yarn, at the ſame Allowance per 
Ann. for each, amounting to 846 J. per Ann. 
The Committee recommend the increaſing- the 
Number of Spinning Schools, and find the yearly 
Expence of the Board amounts to 1729 J. and re- 
port the Sums expended, the Money in Hands, 
and what they compute may be farther neceſſary; all 
which is repreſented hereafter in Figures, and 
come to many Reſolutions in relation to the fore- 
going Report, to which the Houſe did agree. 
The Subſtance of which Reſolutions is as follows, 
viz. 

Reſolved, that the importing and ſowing foreign 
Hemp and Flax-ſeed, is abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Improvement of the Hempen and Flaxen Ma- 
nufactures; that the appointing proper Perſons for 
the inſtructing of the common People in the beſt 

| Methods 
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Methods for ſowing, managing, and dreſſing 
Hemp and Flax ; the continuance of the Spin- 
ning Schools already ſet up, and the increaſing of 
the Number of them, and the encouraging the 
making of Dowlaſs Linen, will be of Uſe and 
great Advantage to the Trade of this Kingdom ; 
that the Encouragement of a Halfpenny per Yard, 
of or by the Truſtees, for the making of Dowlaſs 
Linen, is not ſufficient; that the ſetting: up of 
Hemp and Flax Manufactures in the ſeveral Pro- 
vinces of this Kingdom, is highly advantageous, 
and promotes the Trade of this Kingdom; that 
the Truſtees do put the Bonds in Suit of thoſe 
Contractors Who have not fulfilled their Engage- 
ments; that the Juſtices of the Peace and Chief 
Magiſtrates neglecting to put the Laws in execu- 
tion, relating to the Flaxen and Hempen Manu- 
factures, hath been highly detrimental to, and 
greatly diſcouraged the ſaid Manufactures; that 
the Truſtees appointed for the Improvement of 
the Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures, purſuant 
to an Act made in the ninth Year of the Reign of Þ 
her late Majeſty Queen Anne, are of great Uſe to 
the ſaid Manufactures; that the preſent Fund 
veſted in the Truſtees 1s not ſufficient for the eſta- 
bliſhing and carrying on the Manufactures of this 
Kingdom; that the Court of Exchequer iſſuing the 
Money, lodged there for the Uſe of the Linen 
Manufacture, to the Truſtees for the Management 
of the ſaid Manufacture, will be a proper Appli- 
cation of the ſaid Money. And ſeveral other Re- 
ſolutions relating to farther Duties. 2 111 


The 


This Sum aroſe from Wool Forfeitures upon Informa- 
tions, in conſequence of an Engliſb Act of Parliament, the firſt 
Seſſion of Flom the third. 
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The annual Charge (as reported) of the Truſtees of 
be Flaxen and Hempen Munufadures. I 


Salaries to the Clerks, Door-keeper, Ic. as by I. . 4. 
Ad of Parliament 100 — — 
Allowance to the Itinerant Men — 365 — — 
Allowanee for Eight Spinning Schools for Flax 288 — — 
Allowanee for Twelve Spinning Schools for Hemp 846 — — 
Attowance to Thomas Hall for earrying on a Hem- 

pen Manufacture at Corke 
Allowance to Mr. O Brien for ditto at Currafin, | 
County Clare BY 7 —_— 9 
Allowance to James Bradſba tor ditto at Naas. 54 — — 


ä 


HE RED e Total 1729 — — 


+ It. appears that the Duties appropriated to the 
Hempen and Linen Manufactures, have from 
the Commencement at Miaſummer 1710, to 
_ Michaelmas 1715, amounted to — 9480 14 10% 
Out of .which,dedu& for Drawbacks on Expor-- | 
tation of ſeveral Quantities-of Linen, &c. im- 9 


ported — — . cas O 1% 
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©1.©1 — Remains 8952 14 95 


About 17001. a Vear at a Medium of the above 


Time, Decem. 20, 1715. 


5 The ſeveral Disburſements of the Truſtees are 
as follow. 


8 


— 
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From 


+ Thoſe Duties which were then laid only on white, paint- 
ed, and ſtained Callicoes, and all forts ot Linen imported, 
commenced the 25 June, 1709, and the Produce of the Year, 
ending at Mid/ummer 17 10, not being accounted for, was ow- 
ing to thoſe Encouragements not being put under any juſt Re- 
gulation or Management, as appears in the Preamble of the Act 
paſſed in 1710, — : 


1 4 


From the 29th of October 1711, to the 3oth of . . 4 
Oober 1712, as by Mr. Dering s Account, and 
approved of by the Committee  —— 2123. 7 0 

From 30 October 1712, to 26 January 1714, as 
by ditto Account, and approved —— wo 3 6 

From 26 January 1714, to 24 December 1715, as 


2 * Account 1314 0.3! 

1-2 gan 21.7 eee gl 

| | > Remains due 3709. +: 0 
e e 145 196 


Debts due 2 the T 4 on the * of Decetn- 
ber 1 715, on the following Heads. 


To the Clerks, Door. keeper, Meſſenger, and J. . 4. 
Itinerant Men for One Quarter, ending the 24 * 
December 1715 —— — 105 — 

To Brigadier Frets, as by Contract, for Three: 
Quarters Allowance, ending the 24 December 12 


9 ” 
* 
70 , 7 
o 
: * 


1715 — — 879 ＋ 
Due 0 ſeveral Schools at ſaid Time —. 357 —— 
Demanded by the Dutcbmen at Rathie! for nan 

Salaries — 195 2 Jn 
Premiums to be * by the Truſtees —— 150 — — 
To the Printer —— — 10 17 6 
9 * Trlotal due from the Truſtees! 904 10 6 

Arn —— ern 
Remains in Caſh for the Uſe of the ſaid Manu- 
N art 8 1 TATE: bat ©! 204.1 6 6 


1 1 1 * 


An Account of what may be further 9 as a 
2 Charge, for eſfectually carrying on the Flaxen 


and Hempen Manufactures. 
For the encouraging of the Importation of —_ „ 
and Flax- ſeed yearly 400 — — 
For Twelve additional Spinning xg Schools, Six for as 
Flax and Six for Hemp 8 — — 
For the ac 2 of the ſowing of Kerr and 8 
Flax: ſeed — 100 — — 


— — A S 


Cartied over 1 1148 — — — 
Premium: 


e -)} 
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1 
| Brought over 1148 — — 
Premiums for Dowlaſs and Sail Cloth yearly 300 — — 


Encouragements for ſetting up new Manufac- 
tures in the ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom 


yearly — 500 — — 
For Twenty- four Flax and Hempen Men, at 

15 /. per Ann. each — 360 — — 
Yeatly additional Salaries to the Clerks and Ser- 

vanfs — — 100 — — 


Total for one Year 2408 — — 
For a ſecond Year 2408 — — 


— 


Total for two Years 4816. - ee 
In Caſh due 2204 6 6 


- —_ 


So that according to the above Computation, 
there will be wanting for the effectual carry- 
ing on of the ſaid ManufaQures for two 
Years —— — 2611 13 6 

Lodged in the Firſt Remembrancer's Office, be- 


iag the Wool Forfeitures 582 6 gt 
If the ſaid Sum be paid in to the Truſtees, there 
will be then wanting for the effectual carryin 

on of the Manufactures for two Years 2029 6 BL 


This Report was referred to the Committee, ap- 
pointed to prepare and bring in Heads of a Bill, 
for the better regulating and improving of the 
Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures. | 

And the ſame Day the Houſe reſolved, that an 
humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to 
lay before his Majeſty the Inducement this King- 
dom had to fall into the ſaid Manufacture, and 
humbly to beſeech his Majeſty to interpoſe with 
the Parliament of Great Britain, that the time for 
exporting the ſame directly from this Kingdom to 
his Majeſty's Plantations be enlarged. 

February 8. Reſolved (by the Houſe of Com- 
mons) Nem, Con. that an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed to order One Thouſand Pounds a Year, for 
the ſpace of Two Years, to be paid to the Truſ- 
tees for managing the Hempen and Flaxen Ma- 
nufactures, whereby they may be enabled the bet- 
ter to promote the ſaid Manufactures. L 
In the Bill paſſed this Seſſion there is nothing | 
particular but expiring Laws revived, a ſmall Fine 
ordered for Weavers miſbehaving, and a Half- 
penny per Pound laid on Pound Yarn exported, | 
and all Scotch Linens allowed to be imported free 
of the additional Duty, ſo long as we are allowed | 
£ 


to export our Linens directly to the Britiſh Plan- 
tations. | 1 
1717. In this Seſſion of Parliament the Duke 
of Bolton in his Speech to both Houſes takes No- 
tice, that his Majeſty had paſſed an Act in the 
Parliament of Great Britain, for the Encourage- 
ment of the Linen Manufacture of Ireland; and it 
appears in the Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons, | 
that this Act was for continuing the Liberty of | 
exporting our Linen Manufactures to the Britiſh | 
Plantations. - 

October 2. - Reſolved, that all Exciſe, Cuſtoms, 
and Duties whatſoever on brown and white Linen 
Cloth, of the Manufacture of Great Britain im- 
ported into this Kingdom, ceaſe, during ſuch time 
as it ſhall continue lawful to export Linen Cloth 
from this Kingdom to the Yet Indies; and at the 
ſame time the Duty of five Shillings per Hun- 
dred be laid upon all foreign Twine and Cordage 
imported into this Kingdom. And by other Re- 
ſolutions this Seſſion it appears, that the Drapers 
in the Country were very faulty in bleaching with 
Lime, and ſtamping more Yards than the Piece 
contained. 

In this Seſſion an Act was paſſed agreeable to 
the Reſolutions of the Houſe, exempting Britiſh 
Linen, imported free of all Duties, ſo long as it 

may 
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may be lawful to export our Linens directly to the 
Britiſh Plantations, laying five Shillings per Hun- 
dred Duty on Cordage and Twine imported (ex- 
cept of the Manufacture of Great Britain) and 
againſt watering Flax in Bog-holes or Standing- 
water, for two Years, and for more effectually pre- 
venting Frauds; enacting, that no Linen Cloth 
ſhould be made or lapped up for Sale wet or damp, 
nor with any Chalk-duſt or Flour, under Penalty 
of Forfeiture, 15 

December 10. The Committee appointed to in- 
ſpect the State of the Linen Manufacture, report 
the Proceedings and Accounts of the Truſtees to 
the Houſe, with their Opinion, the Subſtance of 
which is as follows, viz. 
That the great Increaſe of Yarn and Cloth is 
principally to be attributed to the Truſtees Care of 
the Manufacture, and good Management of their 
ſmall Fund; that the Truſtees, fince the laſt Seſ- 
ſion, had imported conſiderable Quantities of the 
beſt Hemp-ſeed and Flax-ſeed, and contracted with 
Perſons in the ſeveral Counties to ſow Six Acres 
with Hemp-ſeed and Eight Acres with Flax-ſeed, 
for Two Years, furniſhing them with Seed, and 
giving them other proper Encouragements ; and 
had obliged the Contractors to provide a good Flax 


or Hemp-drefler, to work up the Produce of each 


Year fit to be manufactured ; that by this Means 
they had not only greatly increaſed each in Quan- 
tity, but highly improved them in their Kinds, 
and they had imported ſeveral Sets of the beſt 
Hackles, and provided Tools for each County, for 
the Dreſſing and preparing their Materials; that 
to make the ſaid Manufactures the more exten- 
ſive, they had given Encouragement for ſetting up 
Manufactures of Girth Webbs of all forts, Linen 
Belts, and Bridles, and coarſe Ticken for Horſe- 
Cloths; they were alſo promoting the making of 
Stockings 
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Stockings of Hempen and Flaxen Threads, and 
all ſorts of fine Threads, and had contracted with 
ſeyeral Perſons for making Hempen and Flaxen 
Dowlaſs, and Hempen Sail cloth; and that they 
had alſo directed a Parcel of Cloths to be made ac- 
cording to Patterns ſent them, of ſuch Sorts as are 
moſt in Demand in Spain, with a Proſpect of open- 
ing a Trade for that kind of Linen Manufacture 
to that Kingdom; that by thoſe ſeveral Steps their 
ſmall Fund was in a great meaſure exhauſted, 
which is reduced from what it was by the Wool 
Forfeitures, formerly applicable to thoſe Manufac- 
tures, being naw veſted in the Crown ; that the 
narrowneſs of the Fund had hindered their further 
extending the ſaid Manufactures, as well as remo- 
yirg the many Diſadvantages they till labour un- 
der. 

The Committee then ſtate the Accounts of the 
Truſtees, with a computed Account of the Charge 
for the ſucceeding Two Years, of which it is only 
neceſſary to ſet before the Publick ſo much as the 
former or future Reports do not contain. 


The Ballance due the Truſtees at Michaelmas J. 8. d. 

1715, as by former Report, is — 3109 4 © 
The Produce of the Linen Duties, from M;- | 

chalmas 1715, to Lady-day 1717 — 3001 3 10F 
For Three Quarters from thence to Chriſmas 

1717, computed at 1700 J. per Am. — 1275 © © 


— 5 0 
Caſh received from the Remembrancer's in the e 
Exchequer on account of Wool Forfeitures, 


being now veſted in the Crown — 820 7 1 


Total to Chrifimas 1717 8205 14 114 


Payments 
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Brought over 8205 14 114 
Payments made by the Truſtees 
from the 24th Dec. 1715, to 
Michaelmas 1717, as by their 
Books and Vouchers appears. 4750 19 7+ 
Due from the Truſtees at Chriſt- 
mas 1717, computed at 1171 10 © 
— 5922 9 7% 


80 there will remain to be applied at Chrifimas 
1717 — * 2283 5 44 


They ſhew 'the Charge the Truſtees are lia- 
ble to for the Years'1118 and 1719, as follows, 
and a computed additional Account of what 
will be neceſſary. For the Year 1718, to Clerk, 
Aſſiſtant, Door-keeper, and Meſſenger 1301. Eight 
itinerant Hemp and Flax Men, and an itinerant 
Bleacher, at 400. per Ann. each,. 360l. Twenty-ſix 
Flax Spinning Schools, at 37. each, 9621. Ele- 
ven Hempen Schools, at 371. half-yearly, 8 r4/, 
per Ann. Thomas Hall for a Hempen Manufac- 
ture at Dunłittle 361, William Stewart, itinerant 
Inſpector in bleaching and making up Linen Cloth 
in the County of Antrim, 251. . Mr. Smith of Moy- 


2 wore, for making Flaxen and Hempen Dowlaſs 
60. To Lord St. George for carrying, on a Linen 
and Hempen Manufacture at Headford 40l. Im- 


portation of fifty Hogſheads'of Flax - ſced from Ri- 


75 at about 410. per Hogſhead, 200. To be paid 


r. Hugh White, Merchant, for eighty Hog- 
ſheads of Flax- ſeed from Holland, at 31. 125. 6d, 
per Hogſhead, .290/. To ditto for ſixty Hog- 
ſheads of Hemp-ſeed from Holland, at 31. 5s. per 
Hogſhead, 1954... Premium to Mr. Hoare for ſuch 
Sail Cloth as he ſhall make of foreign Hemp, not 
exceeding 20000 Yards, 1251. To Thomas Har- 
kinſon of Killough tor making Dowlaſs and yellow 
Canvas 437. 6s, 8d. To Four Contractors in Mun- 

G 


ſter 
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er and Two in Leinſter, their firſt Year's Allow- 


ance for ſowing Flax, 24/. To Thirty-two Con- 
tractors for ſowing Flax, their ſecond Year's Al- | 


lowance, 384/. To twenty-two Contractors for | 


ſowing Hemp-ſeed, their ſecond Year's Allowance, 


2641. To Mr. Wright/on, Sc. for carrying on a 
Manufacture of Dowlaſs at Managbon 40l. To a | 


Flax-man at Cool hill 51. Contingent Expences of 
the Board gol. To Mr. Ogle of Armagh tor ſet- 
ting up a Manufacture of Hempen and Flaxen 
Thread Stockings 25/1, Fees of Warrants about 
120, Total Amount 4192. 6s. 84. | 

For the Year 1719. To Clerk, c. as before, 
150l. Eight itinerant Men and Bleacher 260/. 


rr 


Twenty-ſix Flaxen Spinning Schools 9621. Eleven Þ 


Hempen Schools 8 144. To Vn. Stewart 251. To] 
Mr. Smith 60]. Lord St. George 40l. Mr. Hoare 
126], Mr. Thomas Parkinſon 43. 6s. 8d. To 11x Þ 


Contractors: for ſowing Flax, their ſecond Year, 


721. Mr. Wrightſon 40l. A Flax-man at Coothill Þ 
5l. Contingent Expences of the Board 3o/. Fees Þ 


of Warrants about 80“. Total 28061. 65. 84. 


The computed additional Account of what will be neceſ- : 
ſary for the Two Years from Chriſtmas 1717 to 


Chriſtmas 1719. 


Premium for making Dowlaſs 200/. Encou- 
ragement for ſetting up new Manufactures 200/, 
Twenty-four additional Hemp and Flax-men, ' at 
151. each, 360/. Which for Two Years is 1520. 
and Importation of Hemp-ſeed and Flax-ſecd for 
1719, 400“. Total 1920. 9 
By carrying forward this Account, as in the Re- 
port, it ſtands thus, | | 


Charge 


PFF 


a great Diſcouragement to the Linen Manufac- 


E 

Charge of the Board, as by the foregoing Ac- J. 7. 4 
count in 1718 — — 4192 6 8 
8 


For 1719, as by ditto 2806 6 
The computed additional Charge for 1718 and 


1719 — 1920 © 0 
8918 13 4 
By Caſh remaining to be applied 
at Chriſtmas 1717 — 2283 5 4 
The Produce of the Fund for 
Two Years to Chriftmas 1719, 
computed at 1700/. per Inn. 3400 © © 
| 5683 5 4 
There is then wanting towards eſſectually car- 
Tying on the ManufaQtures for Two Years, 
ending Chriſimas 1719 — 3235 8 0 


The Committee having taken the Petition of 
Louis Crommelin into Conſideration (propoſing, up- 
on a ſuitable Encouragement, to ſet up and carry 
on the Hempen Manufacture of Sail Cloth, in ſuch 
Part of the Kingdom as the Houſe ſhould, think 
Proper) received full Satisfaction of the Truth of 

is Allegations, and came to Reſolutions the Sub- 
ſtance of which is as follows: That the preſent Fund 
is not ſufficient; that the taking or exacting of 
Toll for Linen Cloth and Yarn, upon any Pretence 
whatſoever, 1s arbitrary and illegal, and hath been 


ture; that ſettling Manufactures of Hempen Sail 
Cloth in proper Places would be highly advantage- 
ous to this Kingdom; that Louis Crommelin is a 
proper Perſon to be employed in making Settle- 
ments of the Manufacture of Hempen Sail Cloth 
in ſuch Places as the Truſtees ſhall appoint, and 
ſubject to their Directions; and reſolved on ano- 
ther Addreſs. for the 1000]. per Ann. purſuant to 
the Addreſs of the former Seſſion, the Truſtees 
Not having applied for the Money. 
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In 1719, it appears that the 2000l. addreſſed for in 


1715 and 1717, was ordered by Warrant the 24 Ja- 


nuary 1718. In this Seſſion a Bill was paſſed for 
better regulating the buying and ſelling of Larn 
and Cloth, and further improving the Hempen |? 
and Flaxen Manufactures of this Kingdom, veſt- 
ing in the Truſtees a Power to appoint pub- 
lick Lappers, reſtraining all Perſons from ſelling 
or expoſing to Sale Linen Cloth or Yarn at any 
Markets or Fairs, otherways than from Eight 
o' Clock in the Morning to Eight o'Clock in the 
Evening, on the Fair or Market-day, or within 
the Two Days preceding, under Penalty of For- 


feiture ; prohibiting the Uſe of ® Ouncels, Scales, 
or Weights in buying Yarn ; regulating the ma- 


king of Threads, Boſs, Tapes, Inkles, Ferriting, F 


Sc. prohibiting the Uſe of — — Dregs, and all F? 
| 


Dung, except Cow Dung, in bleaching; and to 


prevent the further payment of Drawbacks or De- 
bentures on Callicoes, Hollands, or Sail Cloth ex- 
Ported, and extending the Duty to foreign Sails 


imported, 


In 1721, a Committee appointed to inſpect the 3 
State and Condition of the Hempen and Flaxen F 


Manufactures, and to conſider what might be fur- 
ther neceſſary for the Improvement thereof, report 
in Subſtance as follows : That the Truſtees have 
diſcharged their Truſt with the greateſt Care, and 
they already find our Linens have grealty regain- 
ed their Reputation in foreign Markets, by the 
appointing of proper Perſons in the ſeveral Coun- 
ties for ſealing and ſtamping all Linens to be ex- 
poſed 


® This Clauſe was intended to prevent any Yarn being ſold 
by weight, but Experience muſt evince the Neceſſity there is 
for Liberty of ſelling all Yarn under Two Dozen in the Pound 
by weight, or the Spinner will never be able to get the Va- 
— and in the coarſer Sorts it would make the Dozens too 
Ye 
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poſed to Sale. They recommend the erecting a 
Repoſitory or Hall in Dublin, in the ſame man- 
ner it now is eſtabliſned; and then obſerve the 
great Increaſe of the Sail Cloth Manufacture at 
Rathkeile and Corke, by which means there had 
been exported 20821 Yards of Hempen Sail Cloth 
made of the Growth of this Kingdom, within 
One Year and a Quarter, ending Mid/ummer before, 
beſides conſiderable Quantities of Sail Cloth made 
of foreign Hemp, but are in hopes the Truſtees 
may ſoon be able, by their Encouragements, to 
have ſufficient Quantities of our own Growth to 
ſupply the Manufacturers; that the Truſtees then 
had before them a Propoſal for ſetting up another 
Hempen Manufactory at Yaterford, by very con- 
ſiderable Merchants in England, but the narrow- 
neſs of their Fund hindered them from cloſing with 
ſo great and good an Undertaking ; that for their 
Information they had employed an underſtandin 

Perſon to go into foreign Parts, to make himſelf 
entirely Maſter of the Methods uſed for improving 
the ſeveral Branches of the Flaxen and Hempen 
Manufactures, but that their Inclinations to pro- 
mote the Trade had carried them beyond the 
Bounds of their ſmall Fund, inſomuch that they 
were at this time in Debt, as appears in the Re- 
port, 1060. 3s. 3d. ; that the Linen Duties had 
decreaſed greatly; and are of Opinion, that Me- 
thods ſhould be thought on for promoting the Li- 


nen Manufacture, which is the chief Support of 


the Kingdom; and reſolve, 


G 3 That 
The Linen Duties at this time decreaſed from 1700/. per 


Ann, to 10201. owing to a Scheme for ſtamping all Callicoes, 
Linens, &c. that had paid Duty in the Cuſtom-houſe, and 
by the Dealers in thoſe Commodities having counterfeited the 
Stamps, it appears, that the Increaſe in Running was ſo great 
as to have this Effect on the Linen Fund. 


go ] 

That an Hall in the City of Dublin, as a Repo- 
ſitory for Linens brought up for Sale, and put un- 
der the Care and Direction of the Truſtees, would 
be of great Uſe and Encouragement to the Linen 
Trade, and that the preſent Fund veſted in the | 
Truſtees, is not ſufficient for their neceſſary Un- 
dertakings. To which Reſolutions the Houſe did 
agree. | 
At this time they have aComputation, returned Þ 
by the Clerk to the Board, of the annual Charge | 


of the Truſtees, as follows. | 
| 3 «1:4 i 


Salaries to the Servants of the Board _ 150 — — i 
Allowances to 32 itinerant Men, at 10/. per Ann. 320 — — i 
Dirto to Spinning Schools — 760 — — 

Ditto to Contractors — — 1229 — — | 
For Importation of Seed — 1295 — — i 
For Hatchels — — 150 — — 
Contingencies — — 700 ——— 


«6 
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In this Seſſion there was no Bill paſſed, but by 
the publick Accounts it appears, that there was 
granted by Parliament in the Committee of Supply, 
to pay the Debt of the Board, 1060. and towards 
building the Linen Hall 1 5ooJ/. | 


: The Subſtance of a Report made to the honourable Houſe 
of Commons1, in 172.3. 


A Committee appointed to inſpect the State 
of the Manufactures, and conſider what was 
neceſlary to be done for the further Improvement 
and Regulation thereof, with Pleaſure take Notice 
of the great Progreſs the Linen Manufacture had 
made; that the great Increaſe of the Manufacture 
\ ſeems to commence in 1713, and always conti- 
nued in an improving way till the Act for the Ap- 
pointment of Lappers was put in execution, _ 
whic 


ws D 41 
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which time it had increaſed greatly; and they 
here recommend, that the Clauſe for Lappers 
ſhould be extended to unbleached Linens when 
expoſed to Sale; they approve much of the Ad- 
vantages which muſt probably accrue to the Pub- 
lick from the Linen Hall being erected, and ob- 
ſerve, that of 1500). granted the laſt Seſſion, the 
Truſtees had expended 11791. 12s. 2d. Ballance 
3200. 76. 10d, which with 1500/7. more, according 
to the Surveyor General's Computation, would fi- 
niſh as much of the Hall as the Committee thought 
then neceſſary; that the Hempen Manufacture 
ſeemed to be ſet fairly on foot, but obſerve, that 
the Reaſon why it had not made a greater Progreſs 
was, that the Kingdom had not raiſed ſufficient 
Quantities of Hemp to ſupply the ſeveral Facto- 
ries, but are in hopes this Defect may be remedi- 
ed, the Truſtees having given good Encourage- 
ment for raiſing great Quantities of Hemp in ſeve- 
ral Parts of the Kingdom; they further obſerve, 
that the Linen Manufacture can never be carried 
on in a certain, expeditious, and cheap Method, un- 
leſs the Laws made for aſcertaining the Length and 
Count of Yarn be ſtrictly put in execution, which 
appears to them to have been hitherto neglected 
and they recommend the putting an effectual Stop 
to the ſelling unſtatutable or Head-yarn, and take 
Notice of ſeveral Applications from Manufacturers 


in England to the Truſtees for this purpoſe; they 


then obſerve, that there never had been ſufficient 
Quantities of Flax raiſed in this Kingdom to em- 
ploy our Looms and Poor, and carry on an ex- 
tenſive Manufacture ;* that in the Year 1722 there 
| G 4 was 
The Publick muſt think the Schemes hitherto tried, for 


encouraging Flax-farming and providing our own Material, 
ineffectual and badly executed, when they examine the Quanti- 
ty that was found neceſſary to be imported for the Support of 
our Linen Manufacture for ſeven Years, ending 25 March 1 7575 


* 
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was imported One Hundred and Seven Ton, Eigh- 
teen Hundred, One Quarter, and Thirteen Pounds 
of Flax; and in the Quarter ending the 24th of 
Fune 1723, One Hundred and Fifty-three Ton, 
Nineteen Hundred, One Quarter, and Five Pounds, 
beſides a great Quantity ſince, of which an exact 
Account could not be got; to remedy which for 
the future, they hope the Houſe will find proper 
Methods to increaſe the Growth of our own Flax, 
ſo as it may fully anſwer the Demands of our Ma- 
nufacturers and Spinners. 

In this Seſſion a Bill was paſſed, enacting, that 
all Flaxen or Hempen Linens made of high white 
Yarn, ſhould be ſealed and lapped the ſame as 
bleached Linens, under the ſame Penalty as white 
Linens, and that unbleached Linens ſhould be fold 
in Folds, and making the ſtealing of Linen or 
Hempen Yarn, or Cloth out of Bleach-yards, of the 
Value of Five Shillings or upwards, Felony without 
the Benefit of Clergy ; the Penalty on Weavers not 
having ſerved Five Years Apprenticeſhip repealed, 
and they obliged to ſerve Four Years, under a Pe- 
nalty of Five Pounds; and many other Clauſes for 
regulating the Flaxen and Hempen Manufactures, 
which it is unneceſlary to ſet forth here. 

In this Seſſion there was 1500/. more granted 
to build the Linen Hall, and 4000. to buy Seed. 

In 1723, a Committee appointed to inſpect into 
the State of the Hempen and Linen Manufactures, 
report in Subſtance as follows. 

That the ſeveral Parliaments in this Kingdom 
had, in the Reign of Queen Anne and the preſent 
Reign, made ſeveral good Laws, in order to ſet up 
and enlarge the Manufactures of Flax and Hemp 
among us. | 

The Effect of thoſe Laws hath been, that C- 
ſter has univerſally run into the Manufactures of 

| Linen 


. 


Linen and Varn, by which their Rent is in a great 
meaſure paid, their Land improved in Value, and 
their Poor maintained. The Provinces of Leinſſer, 
Munſter, and Connaught have every one of them 
laid a Foundation to begin and carry on the ſame 
Manufactures, and ſome good Cloth is now year- 
ly made in every one of thoſe Provinces. Con- 
naught is remarkable for making great Quantities 
of a very good and uſeful Yarn; and the Truſtees 
have and do encourage the ſetting up and enlar- 
ging thoſe Manufactures; ſo that it is to be ho- 
ped, if the Gentlemen of thoſe Provinces will en- 
courage Spinning Schools, Weavers, and the ſow- 
ing and right dreſſing of Flax, every Part of this 
Kingdom, that 1s not adapted for the Hempen 
Manufacture, will in time come into as full a Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Linen and Yarn Manufactures as U]- 
ſter has done; nor is there room to doubt but tha 
there will be ſufficient Markets for all. | 
Then ſome Paragraphs are taken up in ſhewing 
how uſeful the Hall will be to the Publick, which 
is generally known at preſent, and an Account 
of the Money expended in building it, to 1727, 
ſhall be accounted for in the next Report of 
the honourable Houſe of Commons in relation to 
the Linen Manufacture. The Committee report 
the State of the Accounts, which ſhall be repre- 
| ſented hereafter in Figures, with ſuch Grants and 
Schemes as they ſet forth to the Houſe; and 
that the 4000. given by Parliament the laſt 
Seſſion, to import Flax and Hemp-ſeed, had pro- 
moted Flax-farming ſo as to raiſe ſufficient Quan- 
tities for our own Manufacture, and was ſold at 
Five Shillings per Stone, and that for ſome Years 
paſt great Quantities of foreign Flax had been im- 
ported, and ſold from Eight to Eleven Shillings per 
Stone; and this Year, Merchants who had im- 
ported 
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ported foreign Flax, finding no Market for it 
here, were forced to re-export it; and they here 
obſerve, that our Native Flax 1s better than the 
Flax imported, and that raiſing of Hemp in this 
Kingdom, had increaſed in Quantity from Four or 
Five Tons a Year to above One Hundred and 
Five Tons, and that large Contracts were made to 
increaſe the Growth; that the Yarn was not 
made proper Count in different Parts of the Coun- 
ty of Down, and at Drogheda, and that thoſe Abu- 
ſes are in a great meaſure owing to the Negligence 
of the Civil Magiſtrate ; they recommend Cheque 
Reels, which the Truſtees begun then to diſtri- 
bute as their Fund would allow, and the keeping 
the Seed in the Pod, or rather on the Stalk, until 
towards Spring, the better to nouriſh it and make 
it fit to produce good Flax; they further recom- 
mend the building of Oil Mills, to conſume and 
turn to Advantage ſuch Seed as from being badly 
ſaved, or run out, 1s unfit for ſowing, the better to 
encourage the Huſbandman in ſavng Flax-ſeed ; 
and obſerve, that they, as well as former Commit- 
tees, had it in proof, that the rich Land in the 
South improves hungry and poor Seed, which in- 
clines them to preſume, that from the South there 
might yearly be a ſufficient Quantity of the beſt 
Seed produced, to change the run-out Seed in the 
poorer Lands, without being obliged to foreign 
Markets, and that the Lands that produce the beſt 
Seed will alſo produce the beſt Flax, which is the 
greateſt Encouragement imaginable to raiſe great 
Quantities of Flax in thoſe rich Soils; and alſo, 
that the Houſewives and Weavers are very faulty 
in making the Linen narrower than the Law di- 
rects. They then take Notice of a new Hempen 
Manufacture being encouraged by the Truſtees at 
Rathbride, County Kildare, and that this, _ the 

wo 
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Two at Corke, and One at Waterford, are in an 
improving way; and ſeem to have Hopes, that in 
time ſuch great Quantities of Hemp might be rai- | 
ſed in this Kingdom, as in a great meaſure to ſup- 
ply the Britiſp Markets. 


It appears in this Report, that the Duties ap- I. . 4. 

propriated to the Linen Fund, from the In- 

ſtitution of the Board in 1710, to 25 March 

1725, amount to 39074 10 21 
Granted by King's Letter, dated 8 Now. 1718 2000 — — 
Granted by Parliament the 8th of the King, to 

build the Hall — — 1500 — — 
Granted by ditto to pay Debts — 1060 — — 
Granted by ditto the 1oth of the King, to build 


Granted by ditto, ditto, to buy Hemp and Flax- 
ſeed — —— 4000 — — 


| Total 491 34 10 24 
By deducting the Duties, &c. accounted for to 
Parliament to 25 Dec. 1717 


14949 5 8; 


Total Duties and Grants from Chriſtmas 1717 to 

25 March 1725 — 35085 4 
To which add the Ballance due at Chriſimas 

1717 — — 2283 5 


Total Amouht 37368 9 
At this time it appeared to the Committee, by 
the Deputy Vice Treaſurer's Certificates, 
that the Truſtees had received of this Sum 35170 1 


Ballance due to the Truſtees at Lady-day 1725 2198 8 


But the Committee here obſerve, that out of 
this Sum muſt be deducted 351/. 7s. 104.4 due to 
the Linen Hall, and an Arrear of 499/. 15. gd. due 
to the Hempen Manufacture at Waterford, and 
140 Spinning Wheels and as many Cheque Wheels 
for 27 Counties of this Kingdom, which at the 


Rates agreed for amount to 13751. theſe ſeveral 
6 5 Sums 
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Sums put together make 22251. gs. 74.5, which is 
271. os. 11d.; more than the Ballance due to 
them. 

In this Seſſion they reſolve in the Supply, that 
2000). per Ann. for Two Years, be given to de 
Truſtees, to encourage the raiſing ſufficient Quan- 
tities of Flax and Hemp in this Kingdom ; and 
this Reſolution has been continned conſtantly eve- 
ry Seſſion down to the preſent Time, and will be 
charged in the Linen Fund accordingly. 

In 1127, a Committee appointed to inſpect the 
State of the Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures, 
report in Subſtance as follows: That 3000. gran- 
ted by Parliament towards building the Hall, hath 
been laid out by the Truſtees, and 689/. 16. gar 
of their Fund, and that 4000. granted by Parlia- 
ment for the purchaſe of Hemp and Flax-ſeed, 
for the Years 1725 and 1726, had been laid out 
in Seed and Carriage, and 247. os. 1d. more out 
of the Linen Fund ; that it appears, the Accounts 
of the ſaid Truſtees are regularly kept and fairly 
ſtated, and proper Vouchers were laid before the 
Committee, the Amount as follows, viz. 


Ballance ſettled by the late Houſe of Commons, / 3. 4. 
at Lady-day 1725 — — 2198 18 
Linen Duties ariſing in the Two Years, ending 


Lach- day 1727 Saber 


5 
Total 12578 re. 


— — 


To anſwer which the following Payments were 


made by Warrants drawn to Lady-day 1726 4713 3 © 
By ditto to Lady-day 1727 — 3481 13 24 


8194 16 22 


Ballance due to the Truſtees at Lady-day 1727 43883 9 6x 


In 
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In this Seſſion a Bill was paſſed, impowering the | : 
_ Truſtees to make ſuch Regulations in the Linen 


Hall as they ſhould think proper, and aſcertaining 
the Breadths of Linens made, as in Pages 42 
and 72. Magiſtrates wilfully neglecting or refu- 
ſing to execute the Powers veſted in them by any 
of the Acts relating to the Linen Manufacture, 
ſubjected to a Fine not exceeding 100/. to be 
proſecuted with the Approbation of any Five or 
more Truſtees, upon Information or Indictment 
exhibited in his Majeſty's Court of King's Bench, 
or before the Judges of Aſſize in their Circuits, 
2 many other Regulations that are immaterial 
ere. 


In 1733 a Bill was paſſed, in which the Bounty 
of 55s. per Hogſhead on Flax-ſeed or Hemp-ſeed | 


imported, is extended to all Hemp or Flax-ſeed 
imported from the Brit; Plantations in America, 
with ſome farther Regulations, and continuing 
Acts near expiring ; and in 1735 another Bill 
was paſſed appointing Packers and Viewers of 
Hemp, prohibiting the Uſe of Rubbing-boards 
under a Penalty of Ten Pounds, and making the 
Imbezzlement of Linen Yarn 4os. Penalty, or 
three Months Impriſonment, for the firſt Offence, 
and 31. or ſix Months Impriſonment for the ſe- 
cond Offence. 

In 1737 a Bill was paſſed, continuing the tempora- 

Laws near expiring, and a Clauſe added, impow- 
ering the Grand Jury of each County to raiſe Mo- 
ney to build a publick Warehouſe for ſale of Yarn, 
Flax, Hemp, and Flax-ſeed. In 1739 the Penal- 

on Weavers imbezzling was repealed, and it 
was enacted, that treble the Damage ſhould be 
paid on Conviction, and all Breadths of Linen, 
from Twenty-two Inches and a half downwards, 
allowed to be made and exported, with ſome new 


Regulations that are not neceſlary to inſert here. 
In 
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In 1745, the Clauſe prohibiting the Uſe of Rub- 
bing Boards was repealed ; and I ſhall paſs over 


the other Laws and Regulations made, repealed, 


or enacted, until I have an Opportunity hereafter 
of making ſome Remarks on the laſt Bill that was 
rejected by the honourable Houſe of Commons, 
which, I am of Opinion, will admit of very im- 
portant Alterations and Additions, 

It is neceſſary in this Place to give the Subſtance 
of two Engliſh Acts, the firſt is in the 15th Year 
of the preſent Reign, whereby any Perſon coun- 
terfeiting Stamps of Scotch or Iriſh Linen ſhall for- 
feit 51. for each Piece ſtamped, or expoſed to ſale ; 
and affixing counterfeit Stamps on any Linens of 
the Manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, and 
expoling them for ſale in any wiſe, is ſubject to 
the ſame Penalty, And many other Particulars, to 
prevent the Drapers in England from hurting the 
Reputation of our Manufacture, by counterfeiting 
our Seals on different Species of foreign Linen, 
and at the ſame time to prevent the Scorch from 
ſelling our 1rif Linens for (what they term) Scotch 
Hollands, both which Frauds were much practiſed 
at the time this Law was made. 

The other Act grants the Bounty which was re- 
newed the 29th of the preſent Reign, whereby all 
Linens of the Manufacture of Great Britain or Ire- 
land 25 Inches or more wide, under gd. per Yard 
in Value, are intitled to a Halfpenny per Yard 
Bounty on Exportation out of Great Britain to 
Africa, America, Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, Mi- 
norca, or the Eaſt Indies, being the Property of a 
Reſidenter in Great Britain, or his Majeſty's Plan- 
tations in America; all Linens of the Value of 3d. 
and under 64, per Yard to a Penny per Yard ; and 
all-Linens of the Value of 64. and not exceeding 

184, per Yard, to Three Halfpence per Yard Boun- 
ty, from the 24th of June 1756, for fifteen Years, 

and 
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and to the End of the then next Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment. 
I have now laid before the Reader the Sub- 


ſtance of the Reports of the honourable Houſe of | 


Commons, with reſpect to the Linen Manufac- 
ture, which afford moſt uſeful Diſcoveries for the 
Direction of the Linen Board, and fix certain 
Principles from which they ought never to devi- 
ate; and as ſoon as I have (et forth what the Linen 
Fund veſted in the Truſtees hath amounted to, I 
ſhall take Notice of the Tranſactions of the Linen 
Board in two Inſtances of the lateſt Date, in order 
to ſhew the Publick what may be expected from 
a general Inquiry into the Diſtribution of the vaſt 
Fund appropriated to this noble Purpoſe. 

I ſhall now ſet forth, as nearly as I can, the 
Amount of the Linen Fund veſted in the Truſtees, 
from their firſt Inſtitution down to the preſent 
Time, diſtinguiſhing ſuch Parts as were appropri- 
ated, and for what Purpoſes. 


\ 


By the Report made in 1725 it appears, that the / s. 4. 

Linen Duties and Grants of Parliament, from 

the Commencement in 1710, to 25 March 

1725, amounted to 49134 10 
Granted in the Committee of Supply every 

Year from that Time, towards raiſing Hemp 

and Flax in this Kingdom, 2000. per Ann. to 

25 March 1758, is 33 Years 66000 o 
Granted in the Committee of Supply in 1733, 

and continued every Seſſion, towards pro- 

moting the Linen Manufacture in Leinſter, 

Munſter, and Connaught, 2000/. per Ann. for 

25 Years, amounts to 50000 © 


Carried over 165134 10 
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| Brought over 165134 10 24 
The Linen Fund arifing from , NY 5 
Duties on Callicoes, Teas, 
Sc. from 25 March 1725, 
to 25 March 1731, amount- 
ed to poles 35561 5 oz 
Ditto, from 25 March 1731 to 
25 March 1741, amounted 
to 
Ditto, from 25 March 1741 to 
25 March 1751, amounted 
to ar 143590 17 © 
Ditto, from 25 March 1751 to 
25 March 1755, amounted | 
to — 56582 16 9 
Ditto, from 25 March 1755 to | 
25 March 1758, computed 
at 1 3000 J. per Ann. 39000 © o g 
* — N I * 
$ Letter to purchaſe —— WINE 


83692 6 0; 


» 


In 1731, by Kin 


for erecting a Flax Market — 540 0 © 
In 1755, by Addreſs, to be equally divided in 
each County, for raiſing Flax — 4000 © o 


Total 528107 15 02 


There are Deductions of Poundage and Pells to 
be made out of ſome Part of the foregoing Sum, 
which I ſhall not enter into Particulars about. 

It is unneceſſary to go into an Inquiry what 
Number of the French Penſioners were employed 
in the Linen Manufacture, and received Penſi- 
ons for their Services therein, although all Grants 
of this Sort may be conſidered as Deductions from 
the Credit to be given for the Merits of the Pro- 
greſs made. The great Expence attending the 
bringing and ſettling many Palatine Families in 
this Kingdom about 1720 (who were principally 
employed in the Hempen Manufacture) is likewiſe 


to be conſidered among the Encouragements of 
the Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures. 


H 2 I ſhall 


* 

* 
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I ſhall now give a curſory View of the firſt of 
thoſe Inſtances I promiſed, which is, a Scheme 

of the Truſtees in the publick Papers, for 
the Diſtribution of the 4000 J. granted laſt 
Seſſion, to encourage the raiſing of Flax through- 
out this Kingdom, I introduce it thus early 
into my Remarks, not with Deſign to place it 
in the. point of View it appears to me, but to 
awaken Gentlemens Attention to an Afﬀair of this 
Conſequence, and throw out ſome Hints, by which 
the Merits of the Scheme may be examined ; the 
firſt Thing obvious againſt it is in the Report of 
the Committee in 1715, Page 76, where the In- 
habitants in thoſe Times (when Money was much 
more valuable than of late Years) did not think it 
worth their Notice to become Candidates when 


confined to Trifles, If this ſhould be verified 
P In 


® Whereas the Sum of 4000/7. was granted by his Majeſty 
to the Truſtees of the Linen Manufacture, purſuant to an Ad- 
dreſs of the Houſe of Commons laſt Seſſion of Parliament, to 
be by them equally diſtributed to the ſeveral Counties in this 
Kingdom, in Premiums, to encourage the raiſing of Flax: 

he ſaid Truſtees therefore give Notice, that 125 /. being 
the Proportion to each County of the ſaid 4000 J. is to be di- 
. vided into two Claſſes of Premiums, wiz. 
? 25 of 21. each. 

5 of 1/. each; 

No Perſon to be entitled to a Premium of either Claſs, who 
fows any Quantity of Ground with Flax more than one Acre 
Plantation Meaſure. 

Thoſe who produce the largeſt Quantities of merchantable 
fcutch'd Flax, worth 1. 15s. the Hundred Weight, ſhall be 
entitled, according to the Quantity and Goodnefs, to one of 
the Premiums of the firſt Claſs. _ | 

Thoſe who produce the largeſt Quantities of merchantable 
ſcutch'd Flax, worth at leaſt 1 J. the Hundred Weight, ſhall 
be entitled to a Premium of the ſecond Clafs. 

Notice ſhall ſoon be given of the Manner in which the Linen 
Board expect to be ſatisfied of the Compliance with theſe Con- 
ditions. This Advertiſement is publiſhed thus early, that thoſe 
who intend to be Candidates may have time thoroughly to pre- 
pare their Ground, Dublin Caſtle, Dec. 23, 17 56. 
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in the Scheme before us, this Bounty is thrown 


away; but ſuppoſe the Reverſe, that in each Coun - 
„ty there are Candidates in ſome proportion to 
the Number of Families that ſow within an Acre 
of Flax annually; * ſhould this be the Cafe, there 
are many Counties in Ufer, Connaught, Munſter, 
and I believe even in Leinſter, that contain from 


three to ten thouſand Families that are annually in- 


titled to Claim; and although the Board have not 
yet ſignified théir Pleaſure to che Pablick, in what 
manner they are to be ſatisfied, it may with Safe - 
ty be preſumed, that the Merits of each Claimant 
cannot be' aſtertained without putting either the 


Candidate or Linen Board, and probably both, to 


- conſiderable Expents and Trouble; and then füp- 


poſe that any County ſhould ſend in! three thouſand, 
or ven one tHbùuſand Claims, and allowing each 


Claim to be juſt, I would be glad to ktiow 0 is 
to value their [Merits in Figures, às every Claĩmant 


will differ from the other in Quantity of Ground, 


Weight, and Value of Flac. 


I ſhall now leave the Reader to · make His'Cal- 
culations on the Expence which may probably at- 


| tend this Scheme, and ſhall preſent the Original 


in a future Number, where it will come more pro- 
perly before him (in the place of which this was 
ſubſtituted) as laid down to the honourable Houſe 
of Commons by the worthy Member who is a Truſ- 
tee of the Linen Manufacture that moved for it when 
this Bounty was granted; with ſome further Remarks 


and Compariſons made between them; and there is 


no doubt but the Gentlemen who were preſent will 
recollect the Original when they ſee it. 

The next Inſtance is, the Subſtance of an Order 
made at the Linen Board about the iſt of Auguſt 
1756, (if I am rightly informed) with a genuine 
Copy of the Account delivered to the Truſtees in 
Conſequence thereof. 

H 2 Ordered, 
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| Ordered, that the State of the Linen Board. Ac. 
counts, the iſt of January 1753, particularly with 
regard to the Debt the Board was then liable to, 
be laid before the Baard the firſt Friday in Neven. 
ber next, by the Clerk; that the Net Produce of 
the Linen Funds for the laſt three Years, ending 
the 1ſt of January 1756, diſtinguiſhing each Year, 

be laid before the Board at the ſame time. | 
That a particular Account of the Application of 


this Fund be laid befor&the Board at the ſame time, | 


_ diſtinguiſhing the Years, to whom paid, the: parts 

. cular Sums, and for what Purpoſes. _ 

. That the different Schemes of Application, ſuch 
as Utenſils, F lax-ſhops, Bleach- yards, Sc. be ran 
fes under their particular e each Vear re. 
ſpectively. And 

That a written Copy, cloſing the Accounts the 
1ſt of Fan. 1756, be delivered to each Truſtee the 
3 oy in November next; by the Clerk of the 

ar 

In Conſequence of which the following Accou 
was returned, 


ul, La ASD a -  _ 
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An Account of the nett Produce of Linen Dutws in 
* the following Years, viz. 8 


| # | | X j8 . 
1753. One Year ending the 1ſt January 1754 13912 17 0 
1754. One Year ending the iſt January 175 13383 17 4 
1755. One Year ending the 1ſt — 175 13360 14 6 
(A true Copy.) | 

The Reader may ſuppoſe from. this Account, 
and the, manner in which it is ſtated and worded, 
that the Board only ſtood indebted to the Publick, 
the 1ſt of January 1756, in 42901, 13s. 104.4, and 
that even that Sum was advanced by ſome Perſon 
or other, as the Title on the Side of Diſburſements 
begins with, To Caſh expended, &c. But this is 
far from being the Caſe, for in Place of Caſh it 
ſhould be Certificates, which are ſo generally 
known that they require no Deſcription, and 1 
ſhall attempt a Computation agreeable to the Plan 
— obſerved in the preceding Reports of the 


ourable Houſe of Commons, to ſhew, as near- 


ly as I can ſuppoſe, the Debt of the Board the 1ſt 
of November 1756, from an Advertiſement I ſaw 
in the publick Papers at that time, as follows, 
% 30 October 1756. Such Perſons who have Mr. 
& Newburgh's Certificates, dated before Chriſtmas 
e laſt, are deſired to call for the Value on Tueſday 
& next the 2d of November,” 09 


From this Advertiſement it appears, that the J. . 4 
Board were deficient ten Months in Payment 
of their Certificates the 1ſt of Nowembey 1756. 
which I ſhall compute equal to the Produce of 
their Fund, at the Rate of 17000. per Ann. 
-. computed at that time — 14166 13 4 


WA” WW - 


Due to the Publick 1ſt November 1756, by the 
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Brought over 14166 13 4 
To fix Months unclaimed of the current Year 
at any given Day, for which the Board ſtand 
indebted according to their different Orders, 
computed at 170007. per Ann. 
To 2000). per Ann. due to the Publick, for rai- 
ſing Flax in this Kingdom in 1753, 1754s 
and 1755, agreeable to the Grant of Parlia- 
ment, Page too, and remaining till unpaid 6000 © © 
To ſundry Contractors, Grants for Utenſils, and 
different Orders not yet claimed, poſtponed 
for want of being in Caſh, or other Circum- 
ſtances, for a long courſe of Years back, com- 
puted moderately at — 10000 © © 


8500 © © 


n 


Board — — 38666 13 4 
This Account may appear exaggerated, but I 


have no Doubt of its ſtanding a Scrutiny, provi- 
ded the Truſtees are ſuppoſed to be confined lite- 


rally to the Grants of the honourable Houſe of 


Commons, and obliged to make good their own 


Contracts and Orders. | 
It is ſaid, the Linen Duties have fallen much 


{ ſhort this Year of what they have produced annu- 


ally for ſeveral Years paſt; and to ballance that, I 


| find that the Board have become ſo deficient as to 


poſtpone the Payment of their Certificates for 


| fourteen Months after their Date. 


I have thought it incumbent on me thus far to 


| entertain the Reader principally with Tranſactions, 


that will appear hereafter to have deſerved this par- 
ticular Notice; and I ſhall now take the Liberty 
of treating all the different Authors on this Sub- 
ject that have fallen into my Hands, and hitherto un- 
noticed by me, with that Freedom which every one 
is welcome to uſe with my Performance, in exa- 
mining their Merits ; as from ſuch a Review the 
Publick may receive Information eſſential towards 
24 H 4 pro- 


5 E 160 J 
— the Happineſs of this Kingdom here- 
alter. 

The firſt on this Liſt is Hynes Moryſon, Gent. Se- 
cretary to Lord Mcuntjoy, Lord Deputy of Ireland to 
Queen Elizabeth. In his Hiſtory of this Kingdom, 
from 1599 to 1603, Vol. 2d. Page 368, obſerves, 
% that Jreland yields much Flax, which the Inhabi- 
© tants work intoYarn, and export the ſame in great 
Quantity; and of old they had ſuch plenty of 
& Linen Cloth, as the Natives uſed to wear thirty 
or forty Ells in a Shirt, all gathered and wrin- 
& kled, and waſhed in Saffron, becauſe they ne- 
c ver put them off till they were worn out.” 
This Author corroborates the Account given b 
the Statutes and other Circumſtances in Number l. 
See Pages 37 to 41; | 
The next that comes in courſe is the Mathema- 
tical Sleaing Tables of Mr. Jeſeph Beaumont, Mer- 
chant (ſee Page 72, in relation to them). And it 
would be doing Injuſtice to the Memory of this 
Author, not to allow that he hath left nothing un- 
done that Figures ſeem to me capable of, ſo as to 
aſcertain the Proportions to be obſerved in making 
a plain ſtout Piece of Linen, in Imitation of the 
beſt Dutch Holland; and all plain Linen that is 
not made according to this Standard, of every 
Breadth, Degree of Fineneſs, and Denomination, 
and for all Markets, is deemed by him bad and 
unſerviceable. All that have wrote on this Subject 
in Ireland ſeem to have followed the ſame Track; 
and the Tranſactions of the Linen Board have cor- 
reſponded in the Execution of the Schemes propo- 
ſed by them in the Diſtribution of the Fund, 
which leads me to an Obſervation, that there will 
unhappily appear too much room for throughout 
theſe Papers. | 


by 


— — 
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It is of moſt dangerous Conſequence to truſt the 
ſole Management of a Manufacture, on the Proſ- 
perity of which the Strength, Wealth, Honour, 
and very Vitals of the Inhabitants ſo much depend, 
intirely in unexperienced Hands ; for had not this 
been the Caſe, it would have been impoſlible for 
the Truſtees to have purſued Meaſures for a long 
courſe of Years at an immenſe Expence, which to 
the Experienced muſt have at firſt View appeared 
unneceſlary, if not deſtructive to the Intereſt of the 
Kingdom in general. But now to collect in as few 
Words as I can the Subſtance of the Author before 
me. 

Mr. Beaumont's Calculations are only for plain 
ſtrong Linen in Imitation of Holland; but practi- 
cal Knowledge in the Linen Manufacture ſurpaſſes 
all Theory, and there are ſome Propoſitions in 
this Treatiſe that Experience diſproves. He in- 
ſiſts, that Flax of the ſame Weight produced off 
different ſorts of Soil, made into Yarn of the ſame 
Length, will make Linen of equal Quality. In 
Anſwer to this, I ſhall refer the Reader to Num- 
ber I. Page 9; and it is to be preſumed, that 
no one will contradict what is there ſet forth, or 
it had been done e're this; and he appeals to the 
Trade ( Weavers) whether they can over - ſlea a Piece 
of Cloth to any Degree that will raiſe the Price of 
weaving it equal to the Trouble and Loſs of time, 
by breaking their Threads five for one more than if 
it were only ſleaed to its due Proportion; and that 
in doing ſo they make a long-grained Cloth, which 
is hateful to the Buyer, and eaſily detected. 

The Anſwer to this will explain a little of the 
Weavers fraudulent Myſtery, that the Author ſeems 
to make no Allowance for, and] could wiſh it was 
as generally known as there are Perſons that employ 
Weavers in the Kingdom, 3 


It 


—— 222 — —— 
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It is a Fact well known to moſt Manufacturers 
and Drapers in the Kingdom, that a good Work- 
man, making a Piece of Ten Hundred in the Reed 
for his own account, to carry to Market for ſale, ge- 
nerally uſes the ſame Yarn for fineneſs that the 
Houſewife employing him has put into a Twelve 
Hundred in the Reed, and this makes a Difference 
to the Owner of three Halfpence per Yard on 
a Piece of Linen between ten Pence and twelve 
Pence per Yard in Value, the Price commonly 
paid the Weaver being two Pence Halfpenny per 
Yard for a ten hundred Linen at Yard wide, 
and four Pence per Yard for a twelve Hundred, 
and the ſame Proportion holds generally through 
all Sets upwards; this high fleaing- will not 
have the bad Effect the Author before me ſug- 
geſts, in breaking his Yarn and thereby crea- 
ting Delay. but enables him to make greater 


Diſpatch, as it does not receive ſo much Weft as 


if light ſleaed, and if executed by a good Work- 


man on a Ground Floor, will not ſhew ſo diſagree- 
able a Grain in the Cloth, as to be diſcovered by 


every Spinner or even Buyer at firſt ſight. 
This Inſtance affords a ufeful Hint to all Gen- 
tlemen introducing the Linen Manufacture on 
their Eſtates, and thrifty Houſewives, who ima- 
gine they are making cheap Linen, when in Fact 
they are paying 15 per Cent. to the Weaver more 
than a Manufacturer that warps his own Chains, 
or underſtands what Perfection the Weaver is ca- 
pable of bringing the Piece to by Care and good 
Work manſhip. According to Mr. Beaumont's Scale, 
the Piece of Linen ſhould be nearly the ſame in 
fineneſs, and made exactly ſquare in the Warp 
and Weft. According to the Weavers general 
Method of ſleaing for Gentlemens Factories and 
Houſewives, the Number of Threads are as twelve 


of Warp to ten of Weft in the Square; and ac- 
cording 


1 

cording to the Practice of Weavers working Li. 
nens for their own accounts for ſale, they flea 
light and weft cloſe, and their Linen will (when 
grey) be found generally to have twelve Threads 
of Weft for ten of Warp in the Square. Mr. 
Beaumont recommends a coarſe Weft, as moſt re- 
ſembling the Fabrick of the Gulik Holland, but 
our Workmen by ſhooting down their Linen with 
a fine Weft, and very cloſe, make a much more 
ſhowy and neat-threaded Linen for the ſame Mo- 
ney than any of the Foreigners, and it is much 
better ſuited to our Method of bleaching with 
Rubbing-boards, as the Warp riding or covering 
the Weft in a great meaſure, and being coarſer, 
is thereby more expoſed to the Weather and Rub- 
bing-boards, and is in the courſe of Operation in 
bleaching, generally brought to an equality in fine- 
neſs with the Weft. Theſe are Demonſtrations 
that are as clear to the Experienced as any Ma- 
thematical Solution, and in the next Number there 
will be ſome further Lights thrown on this Part of 
the Linen Manufacture, very neceſſary towards the 

Information of the Publick. | 
This Author tells us in three Lines a Truth neceſ- 
ſary to be known to every one concerned in the 
Manufacture, and what at the ſame time con- 
tains the Amount of all he ſeems to have had in 
view, viz. To any Sett or Hundred take dou- 
ble the Number and half the Number of Do- 
zens of Yarn, true Count and Length, and it will 
make twenty Yards of plain Yard wide Linen ; for 
Inſtance, twenty-five Dozen of Yarn, properly 
ſuited to a ten hundred Reed, will make a Piece 
of Linen ſtout or ſlight, according to the Weight 
of the Yarn, and the Market it is to be diſpoſed 
of at; and here the Difference is eaſily deſcribed, 
between the different Species of Manufactures that 
are 
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are ſuited to the Markets of the different Coun- 
tries we might ſupply : Spain and Portugal buy 
from the French and Germans annually vaſt Quan- 
tities of Britannias, which are made (compared 
with our Linen for the Eugliſb Market) of twelve 
Hundred, or four Hank Yarn, put into a ten Hun- 
dred Reed, wefted a ſmall Degree cloſer than it is 
ſet in the Warp, bleached to a middling Colour, 
ſuch as Linens commonly exported for printing; 
by this means they ſave out of our twelve Hundred 
one Thread in fix, and three Halfpence per Yard 
out of four Pence in weaving, and the Work being 
light, even at this rate is more eaſily executed and 
advantageous to the Weaver, and the lightneſs of 
the Linen brings it to the neceſſary Colour at leaſt 
a Third cheaper than ſtrong Linen; and this 
Advantage at Market in favour of the French Britan- 
- nias, compared with our commonYard wideLinens, 
and three Quarters wide, of the ſame fineneſs, may 
be computed at preſent upwards of 30 per Cent. 
and fo in proportion in other Articles which I ſhall 
not enumerate here; this is a Fact eaſily known, 
by comparing the French Britannias with our com- 
mon Linen. | 

In reſpect to the Clauſe for marking the Hun- 
dreds on the End of the Piece, which the Author 
values himſelf on having procured, it is and was 
always unneceſſary, as Drapers never regard the 
Setts, finding conſtantly in the ſame Markets, Pie- 
ces of Linen wrought in tens or twelves, better 
than others wrought in twelves and fourteen Hun- 
dreds, from the foregoing Reaſons, 

This Author commends highly the Eſſay of 
Mr. Louis Crommelin, and pays many Compliments 
to his Opinion and Judgment; and I think this 
very exculable in one that had no practical Know- 


ledge, and further conſidering that Gentlemen in 
8 thoſe 
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thoſe Days (as well as the preſent) give no Credit 
to Repreſentations of our own Inhabitants, unleſs 
certified by Foreigners, who were Strangers to the 
Abilities, Ingenuity, and Experience of our Natives, 
The next Performance is a Treatiſe, intitled, 
Neu Methods of improving Flax and Flax-{ted, and 
Bleaching Cloth, publiſhed about 1715. See Page 
76 in the Report. By Thomas Turner. 

This Author aſcribes the yellow, red, and brown 
Rows, and much Sprit in Cloth, to the poorneſs 
and thinneſs of the Soil in which the Sced was 
ſown; but this Fault in Irifþ Flax is ſcarcely 
heard of ſince Bleaching hath been brought to 
its preſent Degree of perfection, and the blu- 
iſh Ground remaining in Linens made of Eaſt- 
Country Flax, which is raiſed in the richeſt 
Soil, leaves no Foundation for this Suppoſition. 
[See Number I. Page 9.] He then preſcribes Re- 
medies, to dung and fallow freſh Land and good 
Soil, and throw it up like Potatoe Ridges, to ſteep 
the Flax-ſeed about two Days in New-milk, in or- 
der to prepare it for ſowing; this Method he re- 
. commends, and thinks the Farmers Charges will 


. be ſufficiently recompenced. I ſhall refer the Rea- 


der to my next Number for Information and Expe- 
riments in reſpect to Flax-farming in this King- 
dom. wa 472 Tf 

This Author further obſerves, -that the blackiſh 
and bluiſh Rows in Cloth ariſe from. watering in 
black Turf-bogs, and recommends Flow Bogs, 
. Loughs, or Ponds, fo contrived as to be ſupplied 
with freſh Water. In reſpe& to bleaching Linen 
Cloth, and Yarn, he recommends green Buck, or 
Leys made of Fern-aſhes, Kelp, or Pot-aſhes, 
and cautions the Reader to be ſure to batt and 
rince the Leys very clean out of the Cloth before 
it is laid on the Bleach-yard ; for the common 
Practice of ſpreading it with the Leys in it is 
30 no 
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| no manner of Benefit to it, but on the contrary, 
| the Leys drying in the Cloth ſtain and give ita 
| yellowneſs, to take out which will require its lying 
| longer in the Sour. Next to bucking with Leys 
made of Aſhes he recommends Soap bucking, and 
then a Sour compoſed of eight Quarts of Wheat or 
- Oatmeal to half a Barrel of Water, or a Mixture 
of both, or of any other Grain with the Oatmeal, 
and, when this ferments, add four Quarts of 
Buttermilk to each Half Barrel of Water, the 
Juice of three or four Handfuls of Sorrel, or three 
Ounces of Burnt Allum, put in the Cloth and let it 
remain forty-eight Hours, then plank it and letiit 
lye in the ſame Sour forty-eight Hours more; this 
Courſe muſt be repeated a ſecond, third, or fourth 
time, according as the Cloth requires. Between 
the ſouring and ſoaping, Hollands may get a buc- 
king of Leys, obſerving to rince well, as at firſt 
directed. When the Cloth is come to a perfect 
good Colour, take Buttermilk and thrice the Quan- 
tity of Water, handle the Cloth well in it, then 
rince it clean and take it up; this Buttermilk is 
not only good for the Colour, but to make it handle 
well and like Dutch Hollands. Make uſe of Stone 
and Powder Blue mixed, and the beſt Starch, and 
very white Cloth requires light bluing. He then 
gives Directions for high whitening Yarn fit for 
Dowlaſs, Tapes, Ticks, Sc. but I ſhall not trou- 
ble the Reader with them, being known to every 

r Woman in the Country. 

I ſhall make no farther Remarks here, as there 
will be room for a full Account of all that's neceſ- 
ſary towards preparing moſt Branches of the Ma- 
nufacture for Market in the next Number; but 
that the Utenſils and Apparatus recommended by 
him are eaſily provided, and beſt ſuited to the 
Wealth of our Manufacturers and Dealers at that 
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In 1929, An Eſſay on the Trade and Improvement 
of Ireland, was publiſhed by Arthur Dobbs, Eſq; 
containing very ingemous Eſtimates and Quotations 
in ſuch Parts as relate to the Linen Manufacture, 
to which I ſhall refer myſelf, and ſet them forth as 
I have Occaſion hereafter, | 

The Contents of the next Author's Productions 
are found in the Volume of The Dublin S:ciety's 
Weekly Obſervations, in Letters dated in 1737. 

This Author is juſtly intitled to publick Reſpect, 
for the Care he hath taken in repreſenting ſo mi- 
nutely, the different Methods and Schemes of Pro- 
cedure by the Dutch and Flemings in Flax-farming, 
and the other Branches of the Linen Manufac- 
ture. But in all Plans of publick Encouragement 
the Diſpolition of the People, the Climate, and 
Soil muſt be particularly conſidered ; I ſhall there- 
fore preſent a View of the Probability of Succeſs, 
and Utility to the Nation, in following the Di- 
rections propoſed in thoſe Letters, by comparing 
the Genius and Experience of the Inhabitants, and 
the Nature of the Soil and Climate in the different 
Countries, the Riches of the Manufacturers and 
Drapers, and what Expence they can probably af- 
ford in an Apparatus, and laſtly their Ingenuity 
and Schemes. be | 

He ſets out by recommending ſuch Soil, as the 
clayey Ground in Zealand, for railing the beſt Flax 
and Seed in, which he obſerves is deep, wet, hea- 
vy, and ſtiff; but — he prefers this, 
yet he does not diſcredit the Uſe of other Soils. 
In his next Chapter he recommends many Plough- 
ings, to manure with Marle, Lime, or Sea-wreek, 
as freeſt from the Inconvenience of Weeds, and 
ſeetns not to hint at any other Grounds being pro- 
per for railing Flax but Lay Grounds, and thoſe to 
be brought in by three or four ploughings and a 
Summer's fallowing. He makes the fame Obſer- 


vation 
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vation with reſpect to the Preparation for ſowing 
Flax all over Flanders; and proceeds by ſhewing the 
different Methods uſed in laying down Ground for 
ſowing, in order to retain a proper Quantity of 
Moiſture, and protect the Crop from the Dryneſs 
and Heat of Summer; then ſhews the different 
Methods practiſed by the Boors in the choice of 
their Seed, ſo as to enſure its being of the beſt 
Kind, by trying its Thickneſs, if it is heavy enough 
to fink in Water, and its Oilineſs by throw- 
ing it into the Fire, and ſometimes by ſowing it 
in a Hot-bed; and he next obſerves, that a Suc- 
ceſſion of good Seed is not to be expected from the 
ſame Soil; then ſhews the Advantage Seed, remo- 
ved from light Soil to Clay, and from Clay to light 
Soil may receive, and ſets forth an Experiment 
made, by taking to Munſter a Barrel of the moſt 
degenerate Seed that could be got in the North, and 
there being ſown in rich, ſtiff Clay, it produced 
good Flax, and reſtored the Quality of the Flax- 
ſeed ſo as to produce again in the North as good 
as any from abroad; that a further Experiment 
had been made, by ſowing in the ſame Land, with 
equal Culture, American Seed, Riga, Dutch, and 
Iriſh, the beſt they could get of each, and that the 
Crop produced from the Iriſb was conſiderably pre- 
ferable to the reſt; and then aſſigns ſeveral Rea- 
ſons Why we ſhould endeavour to ſave our own 
Seed, one of, which is, that it is not to be expected 
the Dutch or any other Nation will part with their 
beſt Seed, and we muſt be ſatisfied with the Re- 
fuſe. He further obſerves, in reſpect to the Quan- 
tity of Seed that is to be ſown in an Acre, that 
much depends on the Diſcretion of the Farmer, 
that from three to four Buſhels will generally ſuf- 
fice for an /riſþ Acre, which he computes anſwers 
pretty near to the Practice in Holland and Flanders, 
and the latter Quantity ſeems to be moſt approved of 
by 
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by an Experiment made by the Dublin Society. He 
recommends ſowing the Flax - ſeed the firſt good 
Seaſon in March, to hays it early ripe, in order to 
gain the better Seaſon for ſaving the Seed, wa- 
tering, and graſſing the Flax; and obſerves, if this 
Method is purſued, a good Crop of Turnips may 
be had on thoſe Grounds that very Seaſon, which 
muſt otherwiſe continue waſte and uſeleſs the Re- 
mainder of the Year; and that a Farmer deſigning 
to lay down his Lands, may ſafely ſow Clover or 
other Graſs Seeds a few Days after his Flax-ſced, as 
is conſtantly practiſed in Holland and Flanders with 
Succeſs. He then goes on to ſhew the unhappy 


Circumſtances we labour under, in depending on 


| a foreign Market for our Flax-ſeed, the very fun- 


damental Part of our Linen Manufacture, where 


Navigation is fo precarious, and aſeribes it to the 
| Prejudices and perverſe Diſpoſition of our Farmers, 


and computes, that the Farmer in pulling his Flax 
green loſeth, beſides his Seed, at leaſt one Half of 
his Crop; that, weak green Flax breaks under the 
dreſſing, and runs to Tow, but becomes more va- 
luable both in Quantity and Quality by being al- 
lowed to ripen ; and obſerves, that Maturity is full 
as requiſite in Plants as Animals; that it is the 
Practice of the Fleminzs, to let the Flax ſtand lon- 
geſt that they intend for the fineft Goods, and 
ſometimes even venture the ſhedding of the Seed 
to have it as ripe as poſhble, when it 1s to be 
wrought up into the fineſt Cambricks and Laces; 
and that the time for pulling the Flax is when 
the Field is near a bright yellow Colour, and that 
the Duich wait till the Pods are ready to crack, and 
the ripeſt begin to open. He then obſerves, that 
ſtacking Flax unrippled immediately from the Field 
to the — of December (as made a Condition 
with Farmers in their Contracts with the Linen 

I Board) 
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Board) was not practiſed in Holland or Flanders, 
that in Holland they never ſtacked it at all, but 
that they take from twelve to twenty Days, or 
longer, according to the Weather, to make the 
Flax before rippling ; and proceeds to ſhew, hoy 
unneceſlary and dangerous it is to ſtack Flax, as 
recommended by the Society to the Publick, 
and points out the Delays attending this Practice, 
in preventing the watering for a Scaſon, which i 
of great Conſequence, before the Bunn or Shive 
has had time to harden and become more difficub 
to rot, and every other Branch of the Manutac-W 
ture is conſequently retarded ; the Benefit of ii 
quick Return, one of the greateſt Encouragement 
to Trade, is intirely loſt to the poor Farmer, and 
in ſome Degree to every Perſon concerned. 

The Gentleman who favoured the Publick with 
thoſe Letters, in one of them, where he deliven 
his Opinion with ſome Warmth, apologizes for 
himſelf thus, That if Warmth is at any time 
becoming, tis certainly where there is a public 
* and a conſiderable Intereſt at ſtake.” I mentior 
this, as I fear, notwithſtanding my Wiſhes to ap 
pear calm throughout this Inquiry, I may have 
Occaſion to refer to this Apology, more eſpecially I 
if the Fund (which ſhould have e're now eſtabliſh: 
ed us in moſt Branches we are capable of attain: 
ing Perfection in) appears at any time profuſe) 
ſquandered away, after repeated Information of the 
moſt expenſive Schemes being unneceſſary. Should 
this be the Caſe, and a Spirit ſhew itſelf in England, I. 
Scotland, and Wales, where the united Force o 
the Noblemen and Gentlemen, and even down to 
the Weaver, ſupported by Charters, Funds, and 
Subſcriptions, are bent on promoting and encou- i R 
raging all Branches of the Linen Manufacture. It 


our Circumſtances at any time wear this Aſpett, | 
may 


5, Iſo On ww + i ww 


"I" 


"S > * 


C 119 J 


may be thought the more excuſable for the plain- 
neſs of my Addreſs; and let not Gentlemen be 
ſurprized to hear that we are now ſurpaſſed in 
England in many Branches of the * Manufacture; 
for Inſtance, in Huckaback Table Linen in York- 
ſbire, good Sheeting in Lancaſhire, and in three 
12 Quarters 

* It may be acceptable to the Reader to ſee a Computation 


made by a very ingenious Author, who publiſhed a Pamphlet in 
England in 1738, intitled, A Letter from a Merchant who had 


| left off Trade, in relation to the Britiſh and Iriſh Linen Manufac- 
turen. He computes that there are 8000000 of People in En- 
gland, 2000000 in Ireland, 2000000 in Scotland, and 2000005 
| (including Slaves) in our Plantations, in all fourteen Millions of 
People, which he ſuppoſes require for Shirts, Shifts, Aprons, 
Caps, Gowns, Waiſtcoats, 1 

vants Frocks, Bed and Table Linen, Sacking, &c. fix Yards 
and a Quarter each, one with another in a Year. 


ackets, Childrens Frocks, Ser- 


According to this Suppoſition, 14 Millions of Peo-= Yards. 


ple conſume annually — 87000009 


To anſwer this Conſumption, it appears from the 


Cuſtom-houſe Books, that from 1728 to 1734 in- 
cluſive, there were, at a Medium yearly, im- 
ported, including Cambricks from abroad, not 


more than 32000000 
Made in Scetland for their home Conſumption, ſup- 
poſing no foreign Linen imported there 12500000 


| Imported from Scotland into England and the Planta- 


tions annually — ä — 4000000 


Total made in Scotland 16 500000 


Made in Ireland for their home Conſumption, ſup- 


poſing no foreign Linen imported there 12500000 
Imported at a Medium for the laſt ſeven Years in- 
to England, from Ireland yearly — 5000000 


— 


— — 


Total made in Ireland 17500000 


Remains of the whole Conſumption, every Yard of 
which mult be made in England — 21000000 


1 


Total 87000009 
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Quarters and half wide Linens, called Dowlaſs, in 
Somerſetſhire and Devonſhire, and if they go on 
improving their Linen Manufactures with the ſame 
Rapidity as of late, it is to be feared that in a few 
Years they will want but little from us, and it will be 
looked on as a happy Proviſion for this Kingdom, to 
find a good Foundation laid for a Vent to our Li- 
nen Manufactures in Spain, Portugal, and their 
Dominions. I hope to be excuſed for this Digreſ. 


ſion, and ſhall now make ſome Remarks on the 
Author, ſo far as he is quoted agreeable to the 


Scheme laid down to judge of his Merits by. 


As there are but few of the Particulars ſet forth 
by this minute Examiner in which I differ from 
him, I ſhall paſs over ſuch as I approve, and make 


my Obſervations where we diſagree. With re 


ſpect to Lay Ground being fitteſt for Flax, it would 
be found impracticable for our Poor to get ſuch 
Ground prepared by frequent ploughings ; but ge: 


neral Convenience, approv d by Experience through. 
out the Kingdom, has pointed out to the Poor their 


Potatoe Gardens, than which, had we equal warmth 
of Sun, the World does not afford fitter Land fore 
Flax. There is no Occaſion for Cautions to re. 
tain Moiſture in this Kingdom, we are unhappily ſ. 
tuated in having too much Rain for Flax every Sum-W 


mer. In reſpect to the ripeſt Flax becoming the 
fineſt, as practiſed in Holland and Flanders, there 
is not a poor Perſon in this Kingdom that fows 


Flax but has experienced the contrary ; yet I dont 


mention this to diſcredit this Gentleman's Account, 
for it may be occaſioned by the Difference of Cl. 
mates, 


This Computation ſhews how conſiderable Britain was in 
the Linen ManufaQture in 1738, and is ſufficient to prompt all 
Degrees amongſt us to leave nothing undone to bring to Per- 
fection every Branch of the Manufacture we are capable of im- 
proving, mote eſpecially as Nature and the Legiſlature have 
pointed it out to us as the Staple of the Kingdom, and Suppott 
of our Inhabitants. 
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1 
mates. It is well known the viſible Effects that 
warm Climates have in bringing to maturity in 
fewer Years all the animal Bodies, as well as ha- 
ſtening Vegetables; and the Effects produced on 
Flax-ſeed by the intenſe Heat of the Sun in our 
Provinces in North America, may in ſome meaſure 
ſolve this Difficulty. In the ſouthermoſt Provinces, 
where the greateſt Quantitiesof Flax-ſeed are produ- 


e-W ced, the Stalk ſcarcely ſhoots above a Foot before 
many Sprays are thrown out and the Seed formed 
and ripened by the Sun, and here the Flax is of 
no Uſe, yet the fineſt Crops of Wheat are produ- 
ced in the next Fields, Farther northward, in 
Connecticut, the Country is moiſt, deep, and mar- 
| ſhy, and thereby the better protects the Stem from 
the Sun, and this Province produces good Flax; 
and at the ſame time it is obſervable in thoſe Pro- 
vinces, that the moſt northerly and cooleſt afford 
che beſt Seed; but the northermoſt Part of North 
| America, where Flax-ſeed is raiſed, is ten De- 
| grees to the ſouthward of us. This gives room to 
believe that there is a certain medium of Climate 
for producing every Plant to perfection. I am 
I notwithſtanding of Opinion, we may fave the grea- 
tceeſt Part of the Seed that will be neceſſary in this 
- Kingdom, and ſhall hereafter offer a Scheme for 
this purpoſe ; but in ſo moderate a Climate as this, 
it is to be feared, before our Flax-ſeed can be 


thoroughly ripened the Juices of the Stalk will be 


| exhauſted, inſomuch as to thin the Coat, and con- 


ſequently leſſen the Quantity of Flax, and at the 
ſame time make it more ſtubborn and harſh in 
every courſe of Operation. | 

It may not be improper here to preſent to the 
Reader the Sentiments of the Dublin Society (with 
relpe& to the Linen Manufacture) in their own 


Words, No 27. Tue/day, Oclober 11, 1737. © As 
I 3 « the 
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& the Linen Manufacture is, and muſt be, the 
* main Support of Trade, and the chief Inlet of 
“ Riches in this Kingdom, it muſt give them a 
© more lively Satisfaction to be uſeful there, than 


cc 


“ of Buſineſs will indeed adorn the Kingdom; but 


“ this maintains it: Whatever affects that, affects 


* our very Vitals; and to correct an Error, or in- 


“ eminently beneficial.” 


* Upon this account the Society will always 
© beſtow upon it, more than ordinary Attention, 
and give Inſtructions on that Head the Preference 


they deſerve.” 


This is Language becoming a Society founded 


for the moſt laudable Purpoſes; but whether they 


have fulfilled this Engagement in the only Inſtance 
of greatConſequence that was ever put in their Po- 


er, may be the Subject of my future Conſideration. 


1 ſhall poſtpone the Inquiry into the Merits of | 


this Author's Letters, in relation to breaking, ſcutch- 
ing, fining, and heckling Flax, and muſt obſerve, 
that he has diſcuſſed thoſe ſeveral Subjects ſo minute- 
ly, and with fo much Prolixity, that it would ſwell 
this Number beyond the Bounds I propoſe ; and it 
will be in my Power in the next Number to take 
Notice of this Part of his Performance, by way of 
Notes to the Journal I ſhall publiſh. 

It is however neceſſary to apprize the Publick, 
that I have not ſo contemptible an Opinion 
the Iriſb Flax-huſbandry and Methods of Flax. 
drefling as this Gentleman had; nor would it 
have been poſſible for the Dublin Socieiy to have 
entertained ſo favourable an Opinion of his In- 
ſtructions and Schemes, compared with /r;/þ Con- 
venience and good Policy, had not the prevailing 
Principle of admiring every thing that is foreign 

power- 


in any other Point. Improvements in any Branch 


t troduce an advantageous Practice, is therefore 
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powerfully byaſſed their Judgments; and it 


will ſoon be clear to the Reader, that the Re- 
ception | thoſe Letters met with, led the Linen 


Board into moſt expenſive Miſtakes. Before I part 

with him, I ſhall make two or three Remarks on 
his Letters: He recommends, as indiſpenſible Ne- 
ceſſaries, capacious Barns to Flax-farmers, and to 
the Breakers and Scutchers, beſides Barns, he 
adds particular Situations, large Ponds, Working- 
* houſes, Fining-mills, c. &c. that muſt coſt a vaſt 
Sum to fit out every Individual. Certainly Gen- 
tlemen that will give themſelves the Trouble to 
confider thoſe Schemes, muſt think them imprac- 
ticable, in a Country where the Farmers and Flax- 
| dreſſers are fo poor, and very little Water Carri- 
age to leſſen the Expence of removing ſo bulky a 
Commodity from one Part of the Kingdom to ano- 
ther: He fixes the Price of Workmanſhip, in two 
of his Letters, at improper Rates, viz. in Letter 
* 28th, the Weavers Earnings at 2s. per Day, and 
in his 35th the Breaker and Scutcher at nine 
Pence per Day; where Arguments are founded on 
Principles that are only chimerical, they have no 
weight. ll 


lt is a Fact that Weavers, taken on Average in 


| any Part of the Kingdom, employed on any fort of 


plain Linen, do not earn ſingly, paying all Deduc- 
tions, above Eight Pence per Day, and Flax- 
dreſſers of every Degree, Breakers or Hecklers 
that deſerve the Character of Workmen, will earn 
on an Average a Shilling per Day. 

There is one plain Truth, that Reaſon dictates 
and Experience verifies, In all Schemes for Im- 


provement in this Kingdom, the Diſpoſition or 


Genius of the People, their Poverty, and the great 
Expence of Land Carriage on bulky Articles, muſt 
be conſidered ; for without adapting them ſo as in a 


great meaſure to avoid the Inconvenience of any 


I 4 of 


| L 124 ] 
of thoſe Particulars, there will be little hopes of 


Succeſs. N | 
The next Paper is intitled, Remarks on the pre- 


ſent State of the Linen Manufacture, &c. publiſhed 


in 1745, by a Member of the Board, to whom the 
Publick are indebted for a Letter with further Re- 


marks, publiſhed in 1753, of which ſome Account 


ſhall be given hereafter. 

This Paper, conſiſts but of a few Pages, 
and contains many uſeful Obſervations, and 
Accounts of the Linen Board in the Diſtri- 
bution of the Fund, to which I ſhall have frequent 
Occaſion to refer, when the Merits of their Schemes 
come to be conſider'd; I ſhall therefore be the leſs 
particular at preſent in my Remarks on it. 

After taking Notice of the particular Re- 
commendation of our Linen Manufacture from 
the Throne, in 1945, and ſhewing the great Ad- 
vantages this Kingdom may derive from pro- 
per Attention to its Improvement, and how much 
it is incumbent on every Branch of the Commu- 
nity to contribute thereto, he proceeds to ſhew 
the Fertilty and Fitneſs of our Lands for Flax, by 
the great Produce of Flax-ſeed at this time, there 
being 17889 Barrels of Flax-ſeed delivered into 
the Stores of the Linen Board, at Waterford, Li- 
merick, Carlow, Cork, Sligo, and Dublin, for the 
Service of 1745, beſides as much rejected as would 
hm made this Quantity upwards of 22000 Bar- 
Tes. 10 | 

He computes, that this Quantity of Flax-ſeed 
might have been produced off 8000 Acres of 
Land, and ſuppoſes each Acre to yield on a Me- 
dium four Hundred weight of clean ſcutched 
Flax fit for the Hackle, by which means 8000 
Acres would produce 1600 Tons of. Flax; and 
he then obſerves, that this Quantity yy - 
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ford a Year's Employment to 48000 People, ac- 
cording to a Calculation publiſhed by the Dublin 
Society, and printed in 1732. In the next Place 
he very juſtly obſerves, that the worſt Flax that is 
raiſed, provided it is taken Care of, may be 
uſed in ſome Branches of the Manufacture, and 
bears its intrinſick Value; that Jriſb Flax raiſed 
on Land well prepared, and duly manufactured, 
is preferable to the Flax we import, and makes a 
more beautiful and durable Linen ; yet notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Advantages in favour of our own 
Flax, that in Munſter and Leinſter they had only 
made the Flax-ſeed the Object of their Concern, 
for which they were paid by the Board 225. per 
Barrel on delivering it into their Stores, and recei- 
ved the Seed for ſowing, from the Truſtees, at 10s. 
in Leinſter and 5s. per Barrel in Munſter and Con- 
naught, and had but too generally neglected the 
Flax; that the Contractors (who were commonly 
Men of Importance) for raiſing Flax and Flax- 
ſced, | had intirely defeated the Scheme of the 
Board, in over-ſtocking the Kingdom with bad 
Seed, unfit for ſowing, and only fit for Oyl, by 
which a conſiderable Loſs enſued to the Tru- 
ſtees, 'which he computes at 10000/. He then 
takes Notice, that the North Part of this King- 
dom, for which this Seed was intended, would 
not uſe it on account of its bad Quality; that 
the Board's Inducement to promote the rai- 
ſing of Flax - ſeed at home, was owing to their 
meeting with ſevere Loſſes, by Shipwrecks and 
other Diſappointments in Importation, of 6000 
Barrels from Holland or Muſcovy annually, which 
they diſtributed agreeable to the Grant of Pariia- 
ment, fee Page 100; which Scheme had but ſlen- 
der Effect until 1738, and from that time the In- 
creaſe was as follows, 


Raiſed 
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Raiſed in 1738, tor the Service of 1739 1532 
Ditto in 1739, for — 1740 30% 
Ditto in 1740, ſo rt 1741 3810 
Ditto in 1741, for —_ 1742 3841 
Ditto in 1742, for — 1743 8817 
Ditto in 1743, for —— 1744 14820 
Ditto in 1744, for — 1745 17889 


In the next Place he obſerves, that having no. 
Oyl-mills in this Kingdom, this Seed being unfit 
for ſowing muſt be exported, and thereby burthen 
the Nation, by drawing the Bounty granted by 
Parliament on Exportation of Flax ſeed of our own 
Growth; and that in 1734 Flax-ſeed as good, or 
better, was delivered at the Stores in Dublin for 
25. per Buſhel leſs, by which means the Country 
had been paid unneceſſarily upwards of 20000. 
within the-laft ſeven Years, ' and that the Encou- 
ragements given hitherto: had tended to preſent 
Loſs, and future Ruin, as they had fatally. ne- 
glected raifing Flax, which: alone could enlarge 
our Trade, and advance the Price of Land; 
that they annually gave away in the aforeſaid; Pro- 
vinces about 7000 Spinning Wheels, the Value of 
which, he is of Opinion, might be more advan- 
tageouſly applied in raiſing Flax for the Employ- 
ment of the Poor, as the Returns of Varn or Li- 
nen Cloth made there, give too much room to 
ſuppoſe many of them lay unemployed fon want of 
the Material; that if due Regard was had to Flax 
Huſbandry, the follow ing Advantages would ac- 
crue to the Publick, It would extend our Trade, 
by introdueing the ſeveral Manutactures we are yet 
Strangers to, employ a vaſt additional Number of 
Hands, keep the Money at home we pay for fo- 
reign Flax and Flax-ſeed, increaſe our Exports, 
promote Induſtry and baniſh Idleneſs by furniſh- 


ing 
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ing the Material, and multiply the Number of Rich 
by increaſing the Value of Lands. 

In order to induce the Publick to conkider the 
Merits of this Scheme, he enumerates ſome of the 
Advantages that Premiums had produced, viz. In 
1722 the Truſtees gave a Premium for fine Linen 
made in Imitation of Dutch Holland, which had 
ſuch an extraordinary Effect, that it is thought there 
were at this time too many of them made; and in 
1734, 1735, and 1736 they gave a Premium of 
only 31. per Ton for Flax brought to their Stores 
in Dublin, which occaſioned about 30 Tons to 
come in. He then recommends the Conſidera- 
tion of thoſe Particulars to Parliament, and re- 
minds them of Laws neceſſary, among others, 
Black Soap, and French and Spanih Reeds, both 
being exceedingly uſeful in the Linen Manufac- 
ture, and ſubject to high Duties; that as the Time 
of the Labouring Man was the greateſt native 
Commodity, an Act ſhould be made to reſtrain all 
unneceſſary Holidays obſerv'd in the Popiſh Church, 
and uſeleſs Fairs, Patterns, Races, and Cock- 
fightings, and to publiſh the Names of ſuch Per- 
ſons to whom Bounty Flax- ſeed was given, in or- 
der to procure an equal Diſtribution, and prevent 
fictitious Names being made uſe of, Ec. 

It would be engaging the Reader's Time to no 
purpoſe here to make any Obſervations on this ſen- 
fible and ſpirited Pamphlet, as I ſhall have frequent 
Occaſion hereafter to refer to it, and the Truths 
repreſented therein require no Comments. 

An Eſſay to encourage and extend the Linen Manu- 
fatture in Ireland, by Premiums and other Means, 
by Thomas Prior, Eſa; publiſhed in 1749, is the 
next Performance that deſerves the Attention of 
the Publick; but as the Scape of this Author (who 
was an Ornament to this Kingdom when living, 
and the Care he hath ſhewn for its Proſperity m 


= 


be gratefully acknowledged by Generations to 
come) is very extenſive; I ſhall only give the 
Subſtance of ſuch Part of this Eſſay as appears 
immediately neceſſary, and introduce ſuch other 
Parts as Occaſion requires, as Notes to my future 
Obſervations. | 

Article 17 ir. this Eſſay. There can be no In- 
creaſe of the Linen Manufacture without an In- 
creaſe of Yarn, nor of Yarn without an Increaſe 
of Spinners, nor of Spinners without an Increaſe 
of Flax. | 

19. There are as many idle Women and Chil- 
dren in this Kingdom that do not ſpin Flax, as 
there are that do ; and many of thoſe that are now 
unemployed, would work if they could procure 
the Materials. | 

30. We find a general Diſpoſition and Readi- 
neſs in all our poor Women to get a Livelihood by 
Spinning, if they could get Flax and Wheels to 


work with. 


A Computation for employing of the following Number 
of Perſons for a Year, including Spinners, Heck- 
lers, Weavers, Bleachers, &c. 


34. A Hundred Weight of Flax worth Han. 
405. will employ for a Year | 2 
A Ton, or twenty Hundred Weight will 

employ — 40 
A hundred Ton will employ — 4000 
A thouſand Ton will employ —— 40000 
And three thouſand one hundred and 

twenty- five Tons 125000 


25. He then computes that rough Flax, worth 
40s. per Hundred, when manufactured into Linen, 
will on a Medium be worth the following Sums. 


A Hun- 
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Pounds 
A Hundred Weight of Flax manufactured Fer. 
will be worth | 16 


A Ton, or twenty Hundred, will be worth 320 


A hundred Tons will yield — 32000 
And three thouſand one hundred and twen- 
ty-five Ton — —— 


1000900 


He afterwards eſtimates each Acre, on an Average, 
to produce four Hundred Weight of Flax, and 
15625 Acres to produce 3125 Tons, affording 
Employment for 125000 Hands, and amounting 
to a Million ſterling when manufactured; and on 
this Suppoſition ſhews, that out of two Millions of 
Inhabitants in this Kingdom, a ſixteenth Part are 
only employed thus far in our ſtaple Commodity, 
and out of upwards of eleven Million of Acres, 
which Ireland contains, there is not more than 
15625 neceſſary to produce Flax for making eve- 
ry Million ſterling Value in Linen. 

49. He ſhews the good Effect of Premiums, 
by the large Quantities of coarſe Linens made 
and exported to England in 1747, when 799793 
Yards were made by ſix Perſons only, beſides 
large Quantities made by others, the larger Pre- 
miums going, in proportion, to thoſe who manu- 
factured the greateſt Number of Yards; and very 


juſtly obſerves, that unleſs the Quantity of Flax 


and Spinners are increaſed in the Kingdom, in 
proportion to the Quantity conſumed in the Ma- 
nufacture introduced, it is only deſtroying one 
Manufacture (and probably the more valuable) to 
ſet up another. 

He then propoſes a Scheme for promoting Flax. 
farming in this Kingdom, by giving ſive hundred 
Pounds in ſeven Premiums in each Province, vi. 
one of 100/. one of gol. one of Sol. one of Jol. 

one 
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one of 69). and two of gol. each, to be given to 
the ſeven Competitors that ſhould appear to have 
raiſed the greateſt Quantities of Flax in each Pro- 
vince in 1749: This Scheme was tried and conti- 
nued with very bad Succeis by the Truſtees, as 
will appear in the next Number, with Remarks 
thereon, He propoſes ſeveral Schemes for import- 
ing Flax, and railing Flax-ſeed, but they are fo 
open as bad Men may convert them into Jobbs, as 
hath been too much practiſed. He then obſerves, 
that it is 700 per Cent. Advantage to the Nation to 
raiſe Flax from Seed imported, rather than import 
the Flax, as a Barrel of Seed 20s. in Value will ſow 
an Acre which on a Medium produces four Hundred 
Weight of Flax, and three Barrels of Seed worth 
at leaſt eight Pounds. He recommends giving 
Premiums to Merchants importing Baltick or North 
American Seed, but there is no Occaſion for any 
ſuch Premium, (See Number I. Page 7.) and fixes 
as a certain Maxim, to be obſerved by all Gentle- 
men introducing the Linen Manufacture on their 
Eſtates, firſt to lay a good Foundation by raiſing 
Flax and Spinning, otherwiſe their Factory muſt 
be on a precarious footing, if they depend on ano- 
ther Part of the Country for either of thoſe Arti- 
cles. 
He gives a Hiſtory of the Introduction of 
the Linen Manufacture into this Kingdom by the 
Scots, in the Reigns of James and Charles the Firſt, 
by which, and ſome other Circumſtances I obſerve, 
he did not conſider the lower Branches of the Ma- 
nufacture, made of Pound Yarn, or any Yarn un- 
der three Dozen in the Pound, as uſeful to the 
Publick, or even deſerving the Character of 
being a Branch of the Linen Manufacture ; and 
the ſame Opinion unhappily appears through all 
the Papers on this Subject ſince the Revolu- 


tion, by which Means this Part of the Manufac- 
ture 
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ture will deſerve the more particular Notice here - 
after. 

He gives Inſtances of the Methods purſued of 
late in the North and many other Places, by Gen- 
tlemen and Traders entering into Subſcriptions, to 
give Premiums to thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves 
in every Branch of the Linen Manufacture; and 
many other Schemes and Regulations, to which 
Reference will be had as Occalion offers. 

In 1749, a Letter from Sir Richard Cox, Bart. to 
Thomas Prior, Eſq; was publiſhed, ſhewing, from 
Experience, a ſure Method to eſtabliſh the Linen 
Manufacture, and the beneficial Effects it will im- 
mediately produce. 

It would be doing Injuſtice to the Merits of this 
Letter, and depriving the Reader of half his Plea- 
ſure, for me to attempt an Abridgment of it; and 
as the Schemes of Encouragement contain'd therein 
are recommended to Gentlemen in the firſt Num- 
ber, Page 20, and I know from Experience the 
great Advantages all Branches of the Linen Manu- 
facture are capable of receiving from Premiums 
conferred with Judgment, I ſhall only make ſuch 
Extracts out of it, as will ſerve to ſhew the State 
in which Sir Richard found the Linen Manufacture 
in his Neighbourhood, and ſupply me with Materi- 
als to preſent a fair View of his Opinion with reſpect 
to it. ; | 

In Page 14 of his Letter it appears, that the 
firſt Weavers he fixed in Dunmanway were. accuſ- 
tomed to fine Work, and he was therefore obliged 
to ſend for Yarn an hundred Miles, into Connaught, 
to ſet his Looms going ; and his great Care was to 
promote Spinning, ſo as to erect a Yarn Market 
to ſupply them, as the Country does not reap 
above one third Part of the Advantage of the Ma- 
nufacture when the Flax is raiſed and Yarn made in 


another, and the Poor are in this Caſe left out -o 
the 
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the Scheme, whoſe Employment ſhould be the firſt 
Object taken into Conſideration. 

In Page 16, I continued every Year to pro- 
„ mote the raiſing of Flax, and to diſperſe Flax 
„ Wheels, and took great Pains to prevail with 
© the People to ceaſe making a Sort of Cloth 
& 13 or 14 Inches wide, called Bandle Cloth, from 
& the Meaſure two Feet long with which it was 
& meaſured. This Kind of Cloth conſumed moſt 
* of the Flax and Yarn of the Country; but I 
„ ſhewed thoſe about me, that their Profit would 
„be much greater, if they applied their Yarn to 
Cloth at leaſt three Quarters wide; nay, that it 
* would be more advantageous to ſell the Yarn in 
& the Market than to work it up into ſuch narrow 
« Stuff. Some believed, tried both Methods, and 
* found greater Profit by the Change than they 
4 were promiſed : Others, obſerving the Uſeful- 
4 neſs of their Practice ſpeedily became Converts. 
« Conſequently many of the Weavers, who uſual- 
& ly were employed in the narrow Manufacture, 
& were forced to provide wider Reeds, and fit 
& Looms, and to weave broader Linen, by which 
& the Number of Looms and Weavers increaſed.” 

Page 19. Though I had prevailed ſo far as to 
& eſtabliſh a general Practice of raiſing Flax, I 
t found the Spinning was yet confined to private 
&« Families for their own Uſe, and to the Scholars 
I had formerly inſtructed, who were ſcattered 
&* thro' the Country as Servants.” At this time a 
Spinning School for 20 Girls was obtained from the 
Board, which was opened in the Beginning of 1746, 
by a North Country Family, ſo as to ſpread the 
Knowledge of Spinning in the Country. 

Page 27. Giving an Account of the arbitrary and 
extravagant Prices charged by the Weavers, he ob- 
ſerves, And therefore having previouſly conſult- 
ed all the Weavers, who ſeemed to be very deſi- 

© rous 
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« rous of a Reformation in this Article, a Table was 
1 ſoon provided, containing the Prices of weaving, 
« from a ſix to a thirty Hundred, and regulated 
te the State of Yarn, not yet arrived to the Perfec- 
& tion of Northern Yarn.” | 

After preſenting a Table of Work done in three 


Tears, he proceeds thus, p. 31. This Table ſhews, 


* that the Quality of the Cloth in 1747 and 1748 
« exceeded that in 1746, and the Alteration muſt be 


| © expected to be much greater in future times, as 


* the Reeld-yarn increaſes, and the Pound-yarn 
“ decreaſes ; which muſt be the Conſequence of the 
Improvement of the Spinners, who will learn to 
do Juſtice to the Flax.“ | 

And in reſpe&t to Weavers, in the ſame Page, 
thus, It being notoriouſly a great Loſs to a Man, 
« who can make fine Work, to deſcend to making 
“ of coarſe: And for their Credit, it being daily 
«© ſeen, that a Man need ſerve no Time to the Trade 
© to enable him to weave Oſnaburghs, for even Men 
« bred to weave coarſe Camblets become preſently 
« Artiſts in this way.” And again; © a Country 


| * that produces Flax, and doubtleſs a Manufacture 


* ought to be in or near ſuch a Country, will have 
“great Variety; and if Flax be not ſpun to or near 
„ its Staple, the Owner and the Nation will loſe 
“ conſiderably of its Value.“ And he advances ma- 
ny other Arguments in favour of fine Weavers and 
Spinners. 

If it ſnould appear hereafter that a coarſe Spinner 
can earn as much per Day, and is more uſeful and 
certain of Employment in this Kingdom than a fine 
Spinner, and that the Bandle Cloth Weaver may 
be as profitably employed to publick and private 
Advantage as the fine Weaver, I ſhall then avail 
myſelf of moſt of Sir Richard's Arguments, to ſhew 
bow much it is our Intereſt to encourage and pro- 
mote the coarſer Branches in preference to the * 
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In the mean time I would be glad that Gentlemen 
would make Computations to ſatisfy themſelves what 
Proportion the Numbers of Rich bear to thePoor in 
England and. Ireland, as from thence they may make 
Eſtimates of the Value of a coarſe Linen- Manufac- 
ture to a Country, compared with a fine; and it is 
allow'd, that no Nation in Europe wear as fine Linen 
in general as Britain and Ireland, and ſhould we ex- 
tend our Views to the Markets of Portugal, Spain, 
or any of the Eaſtern Countries, amongſt moſt of 
which we have Vent for ſome Branches of the Ma 
nufacture, we muſt lower our Eſtimates. 

The Letter taken Notice of in p. 124. containing 
Remarks on the Linen Trade of this Kingdom, c. 
ſigned N. A. dated 13th March 1753, comes next 
under Conſideration; this, as well as the former by 
the ſame Hand, is calculated to correct the Abuſes 
introduced at the Board, where publick Money, and 
even publick Credit were profuſely laviſhed.. 
I ſhall make few Obſervations on this Letter at 
2 as it relates almoſt intirely to the different 

hemes of Encouragement and Engagements the 
Board were under to the Publick, and it will ſupply 
Materials, extremely neceſſary, when I come to 
give an Account of the Diſtribution of the Fund. 
The Scope of this Letter is to ſhew the Neceſſity 
there was to promote Flax- farming, ſo as to ſup- 
ply our own Manufactures in this Kingdom; to 
point out unneceſſary, deſtructive, and expenſive 
Grants of the Linen Board, by which they ſtood enga- 
ged to the Publick for the Service of 1753 in 221991. 
and beſides this, ** there are extraordinary Demands 
«« yearly for Flax Mills, Poſſing and Rubbing Mills, 
* Encouragements for Bleach-yards, Gratuities for 
« Manufacturers, and other incidental Charges, 
* which, at the loweſt, amount to 4ooo!l. more; 
© fo that the Expences in the Method now practi- 


{* ſed, exceeds the yearly Fund 90000.“ 


He 
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He obſerves, that at this time there were 199 
Spinning Schools, computed at leaſt to 8000. per 
Ann Charge, and that 5300. to be given in each 
Province for raiſing Flax, being 20001. per Ann. 
had been then under Conſideration of the Board 
for 1750, and valuing the Flax of all the Claim- 
ants, at forty Shillings per Hundred, it was not 
worth more than rooo/. that Flax-ſhops for vending 
foreign Flax, excluſive of the Poor-houfe Scheme, 


| (as there was ſcarce any /riſþ Flax vended in them 
at this time) was a Charge of 44007. and Flax- 
| dreflers 487/. Thus he accounts for 14887]. per 


Ann: out of the 221991. and with great Juſtice ob- 
ſerves, + That were theſe Sums, being 148877. or 


Part thereof, given for three, five, or ſeven Years, 
| © towards procuring Flax of our own Growth, we 
| © might hope to ſee the good Effects, and our Ma- 
* nufactures flouriſh all over the Kingdom, 


He obſerves, p. 13. that! Spinning-ſchools; 


| « Þ lax-ſhops, Flax-dreſſers, Manufacturers (and 
„ Premiums for no Flax) is an Expence this Year 


„ of no leſs than 1575271. and that, of this large 


„ Sum, no leſs is given for ſpinning and ſelling fo- 
| © reign Flax than 1240cl. as little other is uſed 
| © in Spinning-ſchools, and fold in Flax-ſhops, 
| © fo that to our great Reproach it may be ſaid, we 
| © are paying ſo much to Dutch, Ruſſians, Germans, 


and other Foreigners, for ſelling their Produce of 
* Flax, the Importation of which, including Du- 
ties, amounts to 300000. yearly. 

In p. 14, that there is 4496. given annually for 
Utenſils, with which he ſuppoſes the Country may 
be ſufficiently ſtocked. 

It is only neceſſary to obſerve, that all the Force 
of Reaſon contained in this Letter, ſupported by the 
Repreſentations of many other Perſons, could not 

Yrevail with the Board to ſtrike off at once their Dar- 

ng Spinning - ſchools and Flax ſhops, or alter 1 - 
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leaſt their unprofitable Scheme (not to ſay worſe) for 
raiſing Flax; but after many Debates they reſolv'd, 
that all Flax-ſhops and Spinning-ſchools ſhould de- 
termine in five Years from their Appointment. 
The next Notice the Board received, with reſpect 
to the Impropriety of their Meaſures, was in 1754, 
intitled, Confiderations, &c. prefixed to this Inguiry, 
a Copy of which was ſent to every Truſtee in the 
Kingdom, at the Expence of the Author : And the 
laſt that hath reached my Hands, publiſhed in this 
Kingdom, was in 1755, intitled, Ob/ervations on 
the Linen Manufacture of Ireland, which is rather a 
Criticiſm on the laſt Letter of NV. A. than offering 
any thing new, and if I find Occaſion for any of 
the Particulars contained in it hereafter, I ſhall 
quote them. | mn 
The Publick have now before them the Subſtance 
of the Proceedings of the Legiſlature towards en- 
couraging the Linen Manufacture, and I have en- 
deavoured to collect, as well as the narrow Bounds 
of this Paper would admit, the Sentiments of the 
different Authors that have appeared on this Sub- 
ject, and made ſuch Remarks as I thought imme- 
diately neceſſary, and hope the Reader will not 
think the Time tedious in laying this Foundation 
for future Obſervations, when it is conſidered, that 
they muſt be guarded on every Side. | 

The next Number will repreſent the preſent State 
of the Linen Manufacture throughout moſt Parts 
of the Kingdom, with Remarks that will afliſt the 
Reader in judging of the Merits of ſuch Schemes 
and Obſervations as I may lay before him. 


The End of Nuugzx II. 
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* AVING obſerved in the Votes of the 
' Honourable Houſe of Commons, That a 

Committee is appointed to Inſpect and 

Enquire into the State of the Linen Ma- 

nufacture of this Kingdom, and report the fame as 

it ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe. And the 
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favourable Reception all Schemes for Promoting 
or Extending thereof have met with in that Hon- 
ourable Houſe, has encouraged me to proceed in 
this Inquiry at preſent, in hopes that I may con- 
tribute in ſome Meaſure to facilitate this good 
Work, by a Repreſentation of ſuch Facts and Cir- 
cumſtances, as I have reſerved for this Number. 

In the preceding Numbers, I have been the more 
particular in laying before the Reader, ſuch Laws, 
Reports, and Reſolutions of moſt Conſequence, 
as had Reſpect to the Linen Manufacture, with 
the Fund appropriated for its Encouragement, and 
the Sentiments of moſt Writers on this Subject, 
that he may, from thence. judge, what further Im- 
provements the ſeveral Counties are capable of, 
throughout which the JouRN AL I am now to pub- 
Iiſh will carry him, provided Oeconomy and wel! 
digeſted Schemes had been the invariable Maxims 
purſued. 

The Accounts of the Linen Board, have not 
been examined by the Houſe of Commons fince 
1727. And in thoſe laſt Thirty Years, the Truſtees 
have expended upwards of Five hundred thouſand 
Pounds, including the Debt they have incurred; 
It appears by Pages 105 and 106, that their 
Accounts are in the greateſt Confuſion, and 
they - totally unaquainted with the Amount of 
their Debts. There have been unwarrantable Li- 
berties taken in this Office, in paying the Value of 
Grants made by the Board, to Perſons not intitled 
thereto, of which Inſtances can be produced. 

All Ranks of People are agreed, That the 
Truſt is neglected, and the Fund miſapphed, but 
tew ſeem to know the true Cauſe. Every Spectator 
muſt fee, that Numbers of Gentlemen accept of 
this Truſt without attending to the Execution of 
it ; and the few that do attend, and all their Clerks, 

= being 
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being almoſt intirely unaquainted with every Branch 
of the Manufacture, and the Nature of Accounts, 
hath occaſioned the Board's being involved in 
ſuch Labyrinths, as it will be impoſlible for 
them to get out of, by purſuing their preſent 
Meaſures. 

It is evident from the Reports of the Honourable 


| Houſe of Commons, That the Truſtees expended 


near a Fourth-part of their Fund annually in Salaries 


to itinerant Inſpectors for inſtructing the unexpe- 
| rienced, and detecting Frauds, ſo long as they were 
called to an Account, and obliged to report their 


Progreſs each Seſſion of Parliament; but during the 
laſt thirty Years, notwithſtanding they have 
diſtributed throughout the Kingdom half a 
Million; yet (except in 1755) there was not 


any Perſon ſent to inquire into the Titles 


of the Multitudes of Claimants; ſome for 
Spinning Schools, and Flax Shops, never opened ; 


others for Bleach-Yards or Flax-Mills, in Ruins, or 


never built; ſome for Flax-Dreſſers, or Yarn-In- 


| ſpectors, where none ſuch were to be found; and 
Multitudes for Utenſils never made or delivered. 

| But where there was no Check, to their Frauds, 
| feigned or forged Vouchers, have ſcarce ever been 
| wanting, ſo as to claim the Premium and waſte the 


Fund. | 
It is now time, that I ſhould preſent to the Pub- 


lick the JouRNAL wrote in 1755, by Order of the 


Linen Board; and I ſhall make my Obſervations in 
Notes to it, in order to give the cleareſt View of 
luch Schemes as I think ſeem mot likely to be at- 
tended with Succels. 

As it would require much Time in an Alte- 
ration, and ſtrip this JouRNaL of that Sanction it 
hath received, in being approved of by the Trut- 

L 2 tees, 
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tees, I hope, that no Gentleman will take ft amiſs, 
that his Name accompanies his Merits, as it is only 
trom ſuch a Review, that the Publick can be truly 
informed of the Neceſſity of thoſe Schemes I have 
to offer for the future Application of the Linen 


Fund, 


THE 


E 


1471 


n 


E 


JOURNAL 


Robert Stephenſon, Mer: 


In 1755. 


| Through ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, By 


Order of the Right Honourable and Ho- 
nourable the TRUST EES of the LINEN 
MANUFACTURE, to Inſpect and Re- 
port the preſent State and Condition there · 


of. 


N Monday the 16th Day of June 1783, ſaid 
Stephenſon began his Inſpection, proceed- 
ed to Mullingar in the County of Weſt- 

meath. Very little Flax raiſed on this 
Road, but the little promiſed well, and was in- 
formed the Quantity ſown this Year, was more con- 
ſiderable, than heretofore. | 
At Mullingar, there is a Spinning-School, and a 
Bleach-Yard ; the Bleach-Yard examined, and found 
it well ſupply'd with Water, and well ſtock'd with 
Linens and Yarn, the Buſineſs pretty well done, 


ſome of the Barilla or Spaniſh Aſhes uſed here, 
| L 3 and 
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and approved beyond any other, the Linen Ma- 
nufacture increaſing here, and moſtly in the low 
priced Sheeting way. 

There were many Scholars in the School, but 
as the lower Claſs of People, all over the County 
of Veſtmeath are allowed to have been gene. 
rally, acquainted in the Knowledge and Practice 
of Spinning of Linen Yarn, for a long courſe of 
Years, it is preſumed this Appointment was un— 
neceſſary. | 

Mullingar 17th June, this Day begun the 
Yarn - Fair of this Town, which continues un 
a flow and trifling way until the 4th of Juh, 
which is the main Fair-Day ; Attended the Fair 
for ſome Time, and examined the Yarn brought 
to Market, found it generally of a good Quality, 
fit to make Chequers or the beſt coarſe Sheet- 
ings, which ſufficiently proves the Country being 
good for raiſing Flax; found many Bundles cf 
the 'Yarn (being all Pound or Head-Yarn) very 
Damp, and ſome even Wet; enquired was there 
any Tarn Inſpector appointed to attend, and i 
was convenient for Thomas Dugan of Longford, 
and it was the general Report of the Yarn-Mer- 
chants or Dealers, that he had not been at a Fair 
in Mullingar to inſpect the Yarn, for two or three 
Years, and gives very little Attention to any 
Fairs or Markets, that are within his Diſtrict. 
The Salary given to Dugan, is ſo much Loſs to 
the Publick. 5 | 

On the 18th June, ſet out for Clara, went 
through Tyrell's-paſs, where there is a Bleach-Yard 
the Property of Mr. Lowe, a conſiderable Factory 
of Weavers ſettled by Lord Belfie/d, the prin- 
cipal Manufactures carried on there, are low- 
priced Sheetings, the People on the Road in- 
habit Hutts, that ſufficiently repreſent their Po- 
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The poor Women not being able to purchaſe 
or get the proper ſort of Linen Wheels, gene- 
rally have Wheels with a Hoop Rim. 

Proceeded through Kilbeggan, and the ſame 
wretched Aſpect appear d through this Coun- 
try, with reſpect to the Cottages, Spinning, 
and Poverty, but on Enquiry find the Poor in 
general were getting into the Linen Manufacture 
by haſty Steps. On Arrival at Clara found the 
Town and Country adjacent expreſſive of the 
Advantages flowing from the People being uſe- 
fully employed, by the neat and decent Appear- 
ance of the Inhabitants, and the Multitude of 
good Houſes built within theſe few Years, and 
no Idlers Aſſemblies, as at Mullingar, which are 
the conſtant Concomitant of want of Employ- 
ment. 

18th June, Examined a Bleach-Yard there, to 
which the Board have granted a Salary for a 
Foreman in 1751, the Property of Mr. Richard 
Braddock. 

This Bleach-yard contains about T'wenty five 
Acres of Land, was erected in 1750; the Ap- 
paratus is ſuited to the Extent of the Bleach- yard, 
having two Waſh-Mills, two Furnaces, and a 
ſufficient Number of Kieves for Lees, and Sowers, 
and there has been about 1 20000 Yards bleached 
here annually ſince the Commencement of it, 
moſtly Sheetings, and ſome few coarſe Diapers, 
they Buck chiefly there, and uſe more Aſhes 
than Kelp, the Sower commonly uſed, is Bran 
and Wheat, as Butter-milk cannot be obtained. 

There are ſeveral other Bleach-yards in this 
Neighbourhood, of great Extent and Importance, 
where there is a conſiderable deal of Buſineſs 
done, and from the beſt Information, the Country 
all joining M eſimeath is in a very promiſing Situa- 
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tion, by the Employment of its Inhabitants in the 
Linen Manufacture; here examined a Flax-Mill 
the Property of Mr. Armſtrong, but found it in 
little Eſteem, therefore not much uſed, and ſhall 
refer a general Account of thoſe Mills to Sligo. 

Thurſday, 19th June, proceeded to Tul. 
lamore, This Country very fit for the Linen 
Manufacture, and the poor Inhabitants very 
numerous, their Houſes rather better than in 
the County of Weſtmeath, very little Flax raiſed 
here, but from the beſt Information, increaſing 
in Quantity. Here is a very conſiderable Cotton 
Manufacture ſet on Foot by Mr, Lewis Laurent, 
which employs many, and the Sheeting, and 
Dowlaſs Manufacture is carried on by the ſame 
Gentleman, in an extenſive manner; the Inhabi- 
tants chiefly employed in Spinning Worſted Yarn, 
There is a Bleach-yard erected here by Mr. 
Laurent, finiſhed in a compleat manner, the 
Buſineſs well done in it, chiefly filled with his 
don Sheetings, Dowlaſs, and Cottons, ſome little 
brought in by the Country, which are moſtly 
midling priced Yard-wides, and Diapers, 

From hence proceeded to Banagher, and paſſed 
through a very improveable Country, the poor 
Women chiefly employed in ſpinning Worſted 
Yarn, no Buſineſs cut out for the Men, but La- 
bouring-work ; the Spinning of Linen. yarn, leſs 
in Practice here than any part of the Kingdom ; 
however, this Want of Linen-yarn Spinners, a 
general Complaint over the Sourth-ſ1de of the 
King's and Queen's County, riſeth from their not 
having any Quantity of Flax raiſed among them,* 
| | therefore 


* The Worſted Spinners are ſupplied with the Balls of Wool 
ready Combed by their Employers, but the Price of Spinning 18 
extreamly low. 
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therefore they are confined to the Worſted Spin- 
ning. Mr. Laurent has his Linen-yarn chiefly brought 
from the County of Longford to ſupply his Ma- 
nufacture. 

There is a Salary appointed to a Flax. dreſſer 
at Tullamore, but could not hear of any one there, 
and it is preſumed the Continuance of it will 
be thought unneceſſary, as the Quantity of Flax 
raiſed there is very inconſiderable, itinerant Flax- 


dreſſers frequently in the Neighbourhood, and 
{ thoſe that raiſe Flax of their own, generally dreſs 


it themſelves; the Knowledge of Drefling or 


' Heckling Flax, for the coarſer Branches of the 


Manufacture, is ſo generally known, and eaſil 
acquired, that the Appointment of Flax dreſſers 
are rarely neceſlary. 

There had heen many Spinning Schools in 
this Country which (if properly conſidered) did 
rather Hurt than Service to. it ; whoever can ſpin 
Worſted can ſpin coarſe Linen-yarn, and there- 
fore Flax alone was wanted cheap, ſo as to in- 
troduce the Linen Manuſacture here, whereas 


3 Spinning Schools, could only tend to promote 


fine Spinning, which is not wanted, and by no 


means to be encouraged. 


On Arrival at Banagher found the Town almoſt 
new built within the laſt three Years ; there is 
a conſiderable Linen Manufacture ſet on Foot 
here by Mr. Mullock, to which the Improvement 
of this Place is to be aſcribed 

From hence proceeded to Eyre-court, where on 
Enquiry, found the Linen Manufacture in a pro- 
miſing way, being much encouraged by Colonel 
Eyre. 

Went to Balinaſloe this Night. 

Friday, June 20th. Examined Colonel Trench's 

Bleach-yard, at Balinaſſoe; at the firſt open- 


mg 
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ing of this Bleach-yard (which the Colonel 
ſtill keeps m his own Hands to prevent any 
Impoſitions on the Publick) there was only Fourteen 
ſhort Pieces laid down, and little more bleach'd 
that Seaſon, but by the Encouragements given, 
and Induftry promoted by him, in this Neighbour- 
hood, the Quantity manufactured, has yearly in- 
creaſed ſo much ſince the Year 1749, that its 
apprehended the quantity Bleach'd this Year, 
may exceed 20000 Yards, moſtly low priced 
Sheetings, and Yard-wides, ſome Diapers, they 
Slea their Linen quite too high here, which is 
owing to the Impoſitions of the Weavers, and the 
Weavers here appear to be in a Combination 
againſt their Employers ; this Bleach-yard is well 
finiſhed, and may be extended to any Size, well 
Watered, although very expenſive, in not having 
drawn the Water- courſe properly, good Furnaces, 
Kieves, and Mill, with Rubbing-boards ; there 
is likewiſe a good Flax-Mill here, but defers a 
more particular Account thereof, till his Arrival 
at Sligo; Colonel Trench has annually ſown a 
conſiderable Quantity of Flax, and has ſettled a 
Colony of North Country Linen Weavers, and 
this Part of the County of Galway is in a promiſing 
way; there was a Flax-ſhop. here, which 
declined two Years ago, and alſo, a Spinning 
School, but as the Spinning of Yarn for Bandle 
Linen, has been in Practice in this Neighbour- 
hood Time immemorial, and the Tarn uſed 
therein, fit for making Oznaburghs, and low 
priced Sheetings, it is preſumed the firſt Appoint- 
ment of ſaid School was unneceſſary. 

Friday the 2oth June, continued his Journey 
to Aughrim ; there is a Flax-ſhop and Spinning- 
School in this Place. Mrs. Gwither who keeps 
the Flax-ſhop, ſaid ſhe employs two Men con- 

| | ſtantly, 
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ſtantly, Buying and Selling Jriſb Flax, fo as to 
intitle her to the Premium of the Board. 
The Appointment. of either Flax-ſhop, or Spin- 
ning-School, ſeems unneceſſary here, as it is a 


general Practice to Spin the coarſe Yarn for 


Oznaburghs, Sheetings, and Dowlaſs, all over 
this Country ; great part of which they weave 
into Banale Linen, and as the Flax they uſe is 
entirely grown here, or in the County of Roſcommon 
Joining them, the appointing of a Flax-ſhop, to ſup- 
ply them, was only placing a middle Man, between 
the Flax-grower and Spinner, thereby to inhance 
the Price on the one, and leſſen the Advantage 
of the other. | | 

June 20th. Proceeded' to Loughrea ; there 
was a Flax-ſhop, Spinning-School, and Salary 
for a Flax-drefſer, and many Looms granted to 
the Revd. Mr. Palmer, but ſince his Death in 
February 1751-2, there has been nothing done, 
the Looms were ſold to the beſt Advantage, 
and are. diſperſed over the Country, and chiefly 
employed in weaving Bandle Linen. 

June 20th. Proceeded to Kilchreeſt; there 
are many Proteſtants ſettled here, brought by 
Colonel Perſe from the North, they are moſtly 
Linen Weavers, and this Gentleman has not 
been wanting in his Efforts, to promote the 
Increaſe of the Linen Manufacture in his 
Neighbourhood ; but it ſhall appear by ſome 
future Remarks, how the Pains and Expence of 
many private Gentlemen have not been pro- 
ductive of ſuch immediate Advantages as could 
be wiſhed. 

Saturday, June 21. Examined a Bleach-Yard at 
foreſaid Place, to which there was a Salary granted 
for a Foreman in 1751, there is a very good Houſe 
and a Boyler, but no farther Utenſils equal to any 

| conſiderable 
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conſiderable Undertaking ; there were about twen- 
ty or thirty Pieces on the Bleach-yard, partly Yard- 
wide Linens, and partly Diapers, but Col. Perſe 
ſaid, that until this Seaſon there had been a much 
greater Quantity bleached, he gives the Salary to 
one M. Niſb, a Bleacher from the North, who on 
Examination appeared to underſtand his Buſineſs, 
the Materials made uſe of. here, are Kelp, and 
Caſob Aſhes. . Col. Perſſe obſerved, that he would 
have had his Bleach-yard better provided with U- 
tenſils, Sc. had he received the uſual Bounty from 
the Board for that Purpoſe. _ 

June 21. Proceeded thence. to Gort, and ex- 
amined a Bleach · yard, to which the Board 
granted a Salary for a Foreman in 1749, the Pro- 
perty of Sir Themas Prendergaſt, Bart. there are very 
good Buck-houſes, &c. here, neatly flagged, good 
Boylers and Kieves, the Situation of the Bleach- 
yard is bad, however the Buſineſs 1s well done, the 
Goods bleached, are chiefly Yard-wide Linens 
and Diapers, ſome few Sheetings, and all flea'd or 
ſet too high in the Warp: The Materials uſed are 
Kelp and Ca/ub Aſhes, and no Expence ſpared in 
Bleaching. A Mill is wanted to cheapen and ex- 
pedite Bleaching, which may be erected on eaſy 
Terms, and at a convenient Diſtance from the 
Bleach-yard. At Gort there is a Flax-dreſſer, and a 
Yarn InſpeCtor, the Flax-dreſſer has very little Bu- 
ſineſs, and confeſſed there were thrice as many in 
that Neighbourhood as there is Occaſion for, he 
appeared to be ignorant of his Buſineſs ; the Yarn 
Inſpector is a Man of good Character, there was a 
Flax-ſhop and Spinning-ſchool here which are both 
dropped. 

June 22. Proceeded to Galway by Way of 
Agart. This Part of the County of Galway is 

| | chiefly 
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chiefly employ'd in feeding Sheep, the Inhabitants 
are but few, and Firing ſcarce. 

June 23. Examined the Bleach-yard of Mr. Joby 
Cox, to which a Salary for a Foreman was granted 
in.1750, he commenced bleaching one Year before 
the Grant, in which Year he ſaid he bleach'd 564 
Pieces, but by another Bleach-yard being erected, 
his Quantity has been leſſened to 525 Pieces the 
laſt Year, the Price here 24. per Yard, as in moſt 
other Places out of the Norih. Mr. Cox has no 
Mill, but ſaid he had a Grant of 50. from the 
Board to be paid on his having built one, and he 
has the Timber ready, and purpoles being able to 
claim the Grant next Spring, the Place, and in 
what Manner to erect his Mill, was pointed out to 
him; his Workmen brought chiefly from the North, 
his Factory in good Order, except the Goods being 
generally too high ſlea d. The Bleach-yard is but 
mdifferently conducted, and there is no Want of 
any Neceſſaries, except Experience and Skill in the 
Art of Bleaching; Kelp is bought here for about 
2.55. per Ton, and they uſe Aſhes in the latter Part 
of their Work. Mr. Cox by his great Application, 
has ſurmounted many Obſtacles in introducin 
the Linen Manufacture here, where ſuch Induſtry 
was much wanted; there were a great Number of 
Inhabitants without any viſible Imployment, and 
Neceſſity muſt have forced them Abroad, if not 
thus provided for at Home. 

Mr. Martin, who has an Eſtate in the Weſt 
Part of this County, called Eyre Connaught, has at 
his own Expence introduced the Linen Manufac- 
ture, by having put Apprentices twelve of his Te- 
nants Sons to Mr. Cox's Weavers, and gave an A 
prentice Fee with each of them, and cloathed them 
during their Apprenticeſnip, who he intends 
ſhould be Maſters to inſtruct his other Tenants 


Sons 
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Sons, with each of whom he purpoſes giving 51. 
Apprentice Fee. 

June 23. Continued at Galway, examined 
a Bleach-yard, to which a Salary was grant- 
ed for a Foreman in 1750, to Francis Anneſley, con- 
tinued after by Napper Gifford, now by Alderman 
Drury. The firſt Year in this Bleach-yard, it is ſaid 
there were about 300 Pieces bleached, and this laſt 
Year about 620 Pieces, the Buſineſs of both this 
and Mr. Cox's Bleach-yard is under the Direction 
of a Perſon called Gallagher, who has little Expe- 
rience or Knowledge in Bleaching. Both theſe 
Bleach-yards are chiefly ſupply'd with Linens from 
the Town of Galway and Country adjacent, and 
the plain Linens are all too high flea'd : Half the 
Manufacture of this Place is Diapers of different 
Kinds, there is no Uſe made here of the coarſe 
Pound Yarn, which is the common Branch that 
engages almoſt every Woman in the Country, ex- 
cept a little that is wove into Banale Linen, but 
it is generally bought up to carry into the Coun- 
ties of Longford, King*s-County and Dublin, to be 
manufactured or exported Gray, the Spangle Yarn 
manufactured here is chiefly brought out of the 
County of Mayo, which two Circumſtances ſuffi- 
ciently ſhow a Neceſlity for ſome Alteration in the 
Branches of the Manufacture this Country is now 
employed in. From hence proceeded to Monyvae, 
ſame Day. 

Monivae, June 24. Examined a Bleach-yard and 
Factory here, the Property of Robert French, Eſq; 
the Linens bleach'd in this Green are generallyYard- 
wides, ſome few + and a half wide, and Diapers 
of different Kinds; it is entirely a new Manufac- 
ture ſet on Foot in this Neighbourhood, both in 


Spinning and Weaving, for the original Scheme of 
the 
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the Inhabitants all through this Country, (where 
they do any Thing) is ſpinning coarſe Pound Yarn 
fit for Oznaburghs, Dowlaſs, and Sheetings of a 
low Price, and ſuch Part as they weave up is into 
Bandle Linen of 13 to 15 Inches wide, which is a 
Manufacture peculiar to the Conſumption of 7re- 
land. This Bleach-yard is fituated in the Verge of a 
Turf Bogg, and the River that ſupplies it with 
Water turned by a Canal through the Bogg, it ma 
be extended as Occaſion requires, the Buck-houſ! 
convenient and uſeful ; there are Waſh Mill, Rub- 
bing-boards, and a Beetling Engine, and every Sort 
of Machinery at preſent m Practice and neceſlary, 
the Buſineſs is well done, and the Colours good 
enough for the Goods, which are generally from 
124. to 204. per Yard, the Materials as taken No- 
tice of elſewhere in this County, are Kelp and 
Aſhes; Mr. French had his head Bleacher inſtruct- 
ed in the North, and moſt of his Colony of Wea- 
vers, are North Country Proteſtants. The Linens 
made here are moſtly on his own Account, and pro- 
perly flea'd, owing to his Steward's Son (that now 
conducts the Manufacture) having ſerved an Ap- 
prenticeſhip in the North. 

* This Gentleman is thoroughly ſkilled in Flax 
Farming, and differs in this Reſpect, from the Dub- 
lin Society in their weekly Obſervations, which he 
thinks will neither ſuit this Climate or the Genius 
of our People, however they may take Place in 
Germany or Holland. 

He has a Grant of 57. a Year to a Flax- 
drefler, and has for ſome Years paſt annually raiſed 
a conſiderable Quantity of Flax, to ſupply the Spin- 


* Here is a good Voucher in Support of my Opinion in 
Pages 115 to 124. 
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ners in the Neighbourhood, and keep this Flax” 
dreſſer employed. 


An Account of Linen bleached in the Green at 
Moni vae, ſince the Mill was erected, as returned 
by Mr. French. 


in 1950 — — 3,719 Yards 
1761 — — 3, 133 
— ooo IH OS 
1753 — — 20,010 
1754 — =— about the ſame Quantity, 


Mr. French is a Claimant for a Flax Premium in 
1753, and has a good Title, his Flax is of a mid- 
ling Kind, rather ſhort, but uſeful. In this Province, 
Roſcommon excels the other Counties for Quality of 
Flax. | 

* It were to be wiſhed that the Gentlemen of 
this Country would encourage the Weaving of ſuch 
Linen as is moſt ſuitable to the Yarn made by the 
old Spinners and Natives. 

June 24, .Proceeded to Tuam from Montvae ; 
there is a Salary appointed here for a Flax- 
dreſſer, but on Enquiry could find no ſuch Per- 
ſon, nor was any ſuch Appointment neceſſary. 

Inquired here about a Flax Premium Claimant, 
viz. Patrick Broganof Donabeg in the Pariſh of Dun- 
more, and could get no Intelligence of him there, 
or in other Parts of the County. 

June 25. Set out from Tuam, and paſſed thro' 
Holymount, Minola, and Foxford to Balyna, all in 
the County of Mayo. | 


»The Banale Cloth Manufacture is carried on in a more 
extenſive Way in ſome Parts of this County, than any where 
in the Kingdom; there was a Clauſe to ſuppreſs it in ths Linen 


Bill, the 4th of Queen Anne, but repealed in 1739. See Pages 
This 


42 and 98. 


1 


This County has become very conſider- 
able in raiſing Flax and Spinning, it is well 
inhabited, and the Women here ſpin as great 
a Quantity of Linen Yarn conſidering their 
Number, as the Women in any County in the 
North, the Yarn made here runs chiefly from 2 
Dozen in the Pound, to 3 and a half, ſome little 
as high as 6 Dozen, however, for want of ſome 
better Regulation to compel them to give good 
Reel and Count, there is very little ſtatutable 
Yarn. | 

There are very few Linen Weavers in this 
County of any Sort, and ſo ſmall a Quantity of 
Linens made, that they depend almoſt entirely on 
a foreign Market to take off their Yarn ; there 1s 
however ſome part of it wrought up in the Manu- 
factures of Dublin, Cork, and ſome other Parts of 
the Kingdom. 

With the Yarn of the Counties of Slige and 
Leitrim, may be carried on ſome of the moſt 


uſeful Manufactures in the Kingdom; fit for print- 


ing, half ſtiffning, Linings, gray Hollands, Staying, 
and the different Sorts of Britanias; in ſome of 
which Articles, your Journaliſt, hath done. a con- 
ſiderable Deal of Buſineſs, particularly in Linens 
for half ſtiffning, and gray Hollands; he has ma- 
nufactured and exported above 150,000 Yards 
within thoſe two Years, and has Samples of them 
all to produce. 
At Balyna there was a Spinning-ſchool appoint- 
ed in 1744, but never carried on, as the People in 
this Country (knowing their Children would all 
acquire a Knowledge in Spinning from their Pa- 
rents as they grew up) would not loſe the La- 
bour of any one of their Family for a Penny per 
Day, and this is the only Spinning-ſchool ever ap- 
pointed in this County. 

M William 
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William Sharp is appointed an InſpeCtor of Linen 
Yarn here, to whom the Board pay 10/. per An- 
num, he is a ſober intelligent Man, and I be- 
lieve if it was poſſible that any Yarn Inſpector, 
could be of uſe in the inland Part of the Coun- 
try, this Man would anſwer the deſired End. 
June 27. Set out from Balyna for Sligo, paſſed 
through Eneſcrone and the Barony of Terera, all in 
the County of Sigo. This is a Spinning Country. 
Examined ſome of their Varn, and it wanted about 
8 Inches in Length of the Hank, and 22 Threads 
in the Cut, of one Yard and Quarter long, and 
120 Threads, which the Hank and Cut ſhould con- 
tain; this Fraud is occaſioned by a Number of 
itinerant Yarn Buyers, who make it their Buſineſs 
to engage the Yarn made in their Neighbourhood, 
at a Price proportionably low. This Account was 
confirmed by ſeveral Gentlemen of the Country, 
There are at Sligo two Inſpectors, James Gibſon 
and James Ware, one at 121. and the other at 1 5/. 
per Annum Salary ; and John Carſon, Inſpector at 
Killoony, not far diſtant, yet the ſame Frauds are 
more flagrant there, than in any other Part of the 
Country-: * But there may be a Scheme found out 
to remedy thoſe Abuſes. 
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* The Scheme propoſed, to make all Yarn above 2 Dozen in 
the Pound ſtatutable Count and Length, is to appoint an In- 
ſpector of good Character at 400. per Annum in each Port, from 
whence Yarn is exported, and give the Dealers in Yarn previ- 
ous Notice of fix Months by a publick Advertiſement of the 
Day the Statutes ſhould be put in full Force, and put thoſe In- 
ſpectors under the Direction of ſome one Man of Character and 
Influence, that in Caſe any of them being remiſs he might ſub- 

| ſtitute another without Delay in their place; if this was proper- 
| ly executed for one Year, ſo as to prevent the Merchants from 
exporting fraudulent Yarn, there 1s no doubt but the Manufac- 

turers and Weavers would take Care at Home, thereby we 

"might ſpeedily ſee th's Grievance redreſſed. I he ** 
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Sligo, June 28. Examined a Bleach-yard here, 


the Property of Mr. Edward Corkran, to which a 
Salary was granted for a Foreman in 1750, this 
Bleach-yard has been eſtabliſhed many Years, for- 
merly under the Care of Mr. Corkran's Brother, 
and there have been Looms and other Advant- 
ages granted to a Factory under Mr. Cortran; 
This was the firſt Introduction of Weaving in this 
County, Col. Vynne was an early Promoter of it, 
Mr. Corkran and his Brother, have always carried 


it on for their own Account, and have been Ma- 


nufacturers, Bleachers, and Exporters, and the 
Manufacture is now increaſed here ſo as ta employ 
four Bleach-yards, it is chiefly in low Goods, Yard- 
wides, and three Quarters and a half wide, ſome 


few Diapers, Mr. Corkran had a Mill which is now 


out of Order, but ſays he will repair it ſpeedily, 


every other Part of the Aparatus in very good Or- 
| der, the Buſineſs of Bleaching is well done, ſuited 
to the Manufacture he carries on, he does a con- 
| fiderable Deal of Buſineſs. 


June 28. Examined a Bleach-yard the Pro- 
perty of Mr. Thomas Knox, to which the Board 
granted a Salary in 1748, Col. Lynne gave this 
Salary to Con. O' Donnellan, but it is now transferred 
to Mr. Knox, who has made a very compleat Bleach- 
yard, it was fitted up laſt Year, there are 
Waſh - mill, Rubbing - boards, Beetling Engine, 
Kieves, Furnaces, &c. in compleat good Order ; 
there was a conſiderable Quantity of Linens in 
Hands and on the Bleach-yard, belonging to dif- 
ferent People. This Bleach-yard is employed en- 
tirely in bleaching for the Country, the Buſineſs is 

M 2 very 


ſpoke of throughout this Journal, were all ſtruck of the 25th 
March,1757, except one in Dublin, who is of no Uſe, and would 
be a very improper Perſon to be employed in Caſe the above 
Scheme ſhould be put in Execution. | 
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very well done, which will ſerve the Country 
in a particular Manner. 

There is a Salary for a Flax-dreſſer here, 
but there are more itinerant Flax-dreſſers than can 
get Buſineſs ; there is likewiſe a very compleat Flax- 
mill here, the Property of Mitichellſburn Knox, 
Eſq; * who affirmed that he had ſown large Quan- 
tities of Flax annually for ſeveral Years, and dreſt 
it in his Mill, and he is well ſatisfied, he has 
thereby loſt one Third, or at leaft a Quarter of 
the Produce he would have had out of his Flax, 
if dreſt in the common Way by Hand, he there- 
fore concludes that this Scheme is a very bad one, 
not only prejudicial to every Individual that makes 
the Experiment, but likewiſe to the Publick in 
the Deſtruction of the Staple of the Country. 
Mr. Knox was a Candidate in the Year 1753 fo 
the Flax Premium, and ſeems to have great Merit 
Spinning has been long in Practice in this Coun- 
try. The neareſt Bleach-yards to this Town, be. 
fides thoſe mentioned, are forty Miles diſtant, ex. 
cept two, the one at Swadlingbar in the County 
of Cavan, about 3o Miles, to which the Board 
granted a Salary in 1750 the other at Ballyſban. 
non, County of Donnygall, erected laſt Year by 
Thomas Atkinſon, which it's ſaid is a very com- 
pleat one, and about 20 Miles Northward from 
Sligo, therefore all the Yarn made in this Tract 
of Country, which takes in moſt Part of Donygal, 
all Fermanagh, great Part of Monaghan, almoſt all 
Cavan, and Leitrim, and the greateſt Part of this 
County, which are all great Spinning Counties, is 
exported, except ſome ſmall Part the North takes off 

s in 


* It is ſaid there are Flax-mills of a different Conſtruction 
made of late, that do anſwer the End in ſcutching and pre- 
- paring the Flax for the Hatchell, but I have not ſeen any of 
them that appear ſo to me, | 
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in it's Manufactures; the Yarn made all over 
this Country is generally from 2 to 4 Hanks in 
the Pound. | . 
June 30. Proceeded to Swadlingbar, and ex- 
amined a Bleach - yard the Property of Mr. George 
Grayſon, to which a Salary was granted in 1750, 


the Manufacture is only creeping into this Country, 


Mr. Grayſon not being able to get above two or 


three hundred Pieces of Linen in the Year to 


bleach, but the Women are as induſtrious in Spin- 
ning as in any Part of the Kingdom ; there is a 


{ Mill erected with Boards, a Furnace, Kieves, &c. 
ſuited to the ſmall Manufacture carried on, and 
the Buſineſs of Bleaching is done tolerably well, 


Mr. Grayſon diſpoſes of his Linens annually in the 
Linen-Hall. 

The Linens made in this County are, from their 
Vicinity to the North, in general properly ſlea d; 
Flax Plenty, there has been a Flax-ſhop appoint- 
ed, and 8/. paid to Mr. Grayſon, and to Mr. Atkin- 
ſon 51. 35. and no farther Premium will be claimed. 

There was a Spinning School appointed here, but 
never opened, for the ſame Reaſons given at Ba- 
lyna, There is an Inſpector appointed that bears 
a very good Character, viz. James Atkinſon at 10l. 
per Annum, he attends many Fairs, Sc. There is 
likewiſe an Inſpector appointed at Killiſbandra, who 
it is ſaid, receives 151, per Annum, without doing 
any Thing for it. 

July 1. Proceeded to Enniſkillen, where there is 
a Flax-ſhop appointed, the Flax fold, all Foreign, 
kept by one Lara; this however is an excellent Flax 
and Spinning Country, but ſo few Weavers, that 
the Yarn is almoſt intirely bought up for Expor- 
tation, 


M 3; July 
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July 2. Proceeded through M*Gwires-Bridge, 
Nutounbutler, and Clowniſh to Coote- hill; at Neu- 
t:wnbutler there is a Flax-ſhop granted to James 
Elliot, who raiſes a good deal of Flax. At Clown- 
7 there is a Flax-ſhop granted to Robert Stephen- 
fon, which is as uſeleſs as the reſt. | 

July 3. At Coothill there was a Flax ſhop, kept 
by William Young, a Man of very good Character; 
the Flax bought in the Neighbourhood there is a 
Yarn Inſpector here, Alexander Tate, who is worſe 
than all the reſt. | 5 

Proceeded to Drumcarn, where William New. 
bourgh, Eſq; has a Bleach-yard, to which the Board 
have granted a Salary for a Foreman in x750, this 
is a very compleat Bleach-yard, fitted up in the 
moſt uſeful Way, and provided with all Sorts of 
Machinery in Practice; it is laid out in ſuch Taſte 
at a little Diſtance, in the Front of the Houſe, ſo 
as to make an ornamental Pleaſure Garden, at the 
fame Time that it anſwers the moſt uſeful Pur- 
poſes; there is a conſiderable deal of Buſineſs 
well done in this Bleach-yard, this Country reaps 
great Benefit by Mr. Newbourgh's Example. The 
Goods made all over this Country are Yard-wides, 
from 104. to 18d. per Yard ; and Ell-wide Sheet- 
ings from about 164. to 25. 64. per Yard. 

Continued my Journey ſame Day to Cavan. 

C2yan, July zd. There is a Bleach-yard here, 
the Property of Mr. John Boyle to which the 
Board granted a Salary in 1748, it is ſituated on 
a Flat, between two Lakes, where there 1s not an 
Opportunity of getting a Fall for a Mill, Mr. Boy/e 
has Bleach'd large Quantities formerly, but de- 
clined in Quantity of late, owing to his not having 
Machinery wrought by Water, as in other Places 
in his Neighbourhood, and he. is ſo much dil- 
couraged for want of a Water-fall, and thorough- 


ly 
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ly ſatisfied that there is no Poſſibility of Bleach- 


ing & Cheap or Expeditiouſly without a Water- 


Mill, Boards, Fc. or even finiſhing Goods fo 
well, that he is letting his Buck-houſe and Uten- 
ſils go out of Repair, and has deſired to report 
his Bleach-yard as declined from this Year for- 
ward. 

Mr. Boyle is a Candidate for a Flax Premium, 
in 1753, and is of Opinion, that the preſent Scheme 
for promoting the Growth of Flax, may be much 
amended, 

Fuly 4. Proceeded through Ballyjamesduff and 


Virginia to Kells , there is a Bleach-yard at Kells, 


to which the Board appointed a Salary in 1751, the 


Property of Mr. Hatch, there is a Mill, and Rubbing- 


boards, and every part of the Aparatus very good, 
the Buſineſs pretty well done. Mr. Hatch depends 
on the Merchants and Manufacturers of Dublin, to 
ſupply him with Linens, which are chiefly Sheetings 
and Dowlaſs. This Bleach-yard was begun about 
the time of the Appointment. 

Morton a Tarn- inſpector here, is of no uſe ; there 


is likewiſe a Grant of ſome Trifle for a Flax- 


dreſſer, that does no Service to the Publick, for 
there are more of the Trade in this Province, 


than can find Employment, 


Saturday, July 5th. Proceeded through Athboy 


to Trim, there was a Salary appointed here for 


a Bleach-yard in 1744, it has been declined ſome 


Years. 


There was an Appointment for a Flax dreſſer, 


but there has been none the laſt two or three 


Years. 


There is a conſiderable number of Looms 
in Trim, and many of them kept employed by 


the Country. Spinning of coarſe Linen-yarn fit for 
Oznaburghs and Sheetings, is in Practice and fa- 
4 miliar 
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miliar to all the lower Claſs of People through 
this County, and they might be eaſily led into the 
low Manufacture carried on at Drogheda from 25 
Inches to three Qarters and half-Yard wide. 

Somerhill, July 5. Here has been a Spin- 
ning-School for ſome Years, which is till 
kept up, though the Time of it's Appointment 1s 
lapſed, there is likewiſe a Flax-ſhop kept by 
William Afﬀion, who has raiſed a very large 
Quantity of Flax, in expectation of getting a 
Premium ; it is pretty good, and if there was 
a number of ſuch Flax-farmers contiguous to 
Dublin, the Market might be ſupplied without 
Importing foreign Flax ; there are ſome Linens 
Manufactured here by Mr. Afton, and ſold for 
the moſt part gray in Dublin. | 

Fuly 7. Enquired at the Charter-School at 
Santry, about the Application of a Salary appointed 
to a Flax-dreſſer in 1745, of twenty Pounds per 
Annum; the Governors of this School, had about 
that time been at a great Expence in introducing 
here the Dutch Methods of Flax-farming, Dreſ- 
ſing, &c. and after Building an Oven, and pro- 
viding every fort of Machinery, and getting a 
Flax-farmer from abroad to inſttu&t the Children, 
they had after two or three Years unſucceſsful Ex- 
periments, entirely declined it. 

July 16. Set out for Dunleer, found a Spinning 
School there, and fifteen Scholars in it, kept by 
Mrs. Shaw, it's Uſefulneſs may be ranked with thoſe 
in other Spinning Countries. 

There was a Flax-ſhop kept here, which has 
been declined fix Months. | 

July 17. Enquired about a Bleach-yard for which 
a Salary was granted in 1748, to Edward Jobnſton 
at Mooretown, (alias Lurgan-green) it is declined, 
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and there never was much done in it; but en- 
tirely waſte ſince November 1751. 

July 17. Examined George Atkinſon's Bleach- 
yard at Balrigan, to which a Salary was granted for 
a Foreman in 1749, who has a Mill, rubbing Boards, 
Kieves, &c. his rubbing Boards are ſo extremely 
Clumſey, that they muſt rather bring an Odium 
on this uſeful Invention, than be of any ſervice to the 
Linen Manufacture. Mr. Atkinſon does a good deal 
of Buſineſs chiefly on lis own Account, but buys 
his Linens moſtly Northward at Armagh, Rich-hill, 
and thereabouts, however the Linen Manufacture 
has got ſuch footing] here, that the Quantity of 
grey Linens ſold out of this Country at Newry, &c. 
may be equal to the Quantity brought into it, 
from the Northern Quarter. 

The Linens he Buys and Bleaches, are chiefly 
low priced Yard-wides, the Materials made uſe of 
are Kelp and Caſhub Aſhes, as is the general 
Practice all over the Province of Ulſter." 

Dunaalk, Fuly 18. * Inquired into the Merits 
of Peter Jacob Schravendyke, a Flax - farmer, 
brought from Holland and fixed here by the 
Board, this Man was provided by Lord Li- 
merick with Houſes, Ovens, Ponds, a fini 
Mill, and all Utenſils he called for, ſo as to 


enable 


* The Schemes propoſed in the weekly Obſervations of the 
Dublin Society (ſome of which are quoted in Pages 115 to 
124) appear to have been carried into Execution with the 
greateſt Exactneſs here, and the beſt Crop of Flax that I be- 
lieve has been known in this Neighbourhood is Quoted, which 
is no uncommon Produce for good Land, the bad Succeſs 
in raiſing Flanders Flax, is neither to be aſcribed to want of 
Care or e, but muſt proceed from ſome latent Cauſes, 
either in the Nature of the Soil or Climate; there was a publick 
Experiment made between the Dutch Flax- dreſſers with tbeir 
Heckells, and one of our Flax-dreſſers with the Engliſß Heckells, 


1 was determined in favour of our own method of dreſſing 
Flax. 
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enable him to bring the Knowledge of Flax-farm- 
ing in the Dutch Method to the higheſt degree 
of Perfection in this Kingdom, and at the ſame 
time to determine experimentally what Improve- 
ments might be made on our own Methods of 
raiſing and dreſſing Flax; this Dutch-man is a 
ſenſible knowing Man in his Buſineſs, and has 
raiſed very conſiderable Quantities of Flax here, 
ſome he has coloured Blue in Watering, as is 
cuſtomary in Holland; however as this colour 
depreciates the value of the Tow, and is not 
eſſential to the Linen Manufacture, a Knowledge 
of the method of giving Flax this caſt, is not 
worth Communicating ; the fining Mill is a very 
uſeful Engine, and at ſame time very ſimple, 
either for ſoftning and mellowing harſh coarſe 
Flax, or re-fining the beſt of Flax, ſo as to pre- 
pare it for the finer Branches of the Manufacture; 
Lord Limerick has left no Scheme untried to 
bring Flax-farming and drefling to the higheſt 
degree of Perfection; one Experiment made with. 
in theſe two Years, deſerves particular Notice ; his 
Lordſhip had half an Acre within his Garden pre- 
pared in the Flemiſh way, ſo as to raiſe Flax fit for 
Cambrick-yarn, ſuch as is annually imported for this 

ſe from Flanders, it has by no means anſwered 
the End propoſed ; the Flax produced, is a long, 
ſtrong, broad harled Flax, reſembling white Datch, 
but the Flemiſh Flax aimed at by this Experiment, 
is of a Silkey yellowiſh Colour, fo exceſſively ſoft 
and kindly, that it does not require the Heckell, 
but a Bruſh to bring it to almoſt any degree of 
Fineneſs. 

There is ſo great a Spirit of Flax- growing raiſed 
among the Inhabitants here, that they now have a 
conſiderable Quantity to ſpare annually; one Edmond 
Kelly had in 1750 or 1751, on fourteen Acres = 
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2 half of Land, recovered from the Sea, four Ton 
eight hundred weight of clean ſcutched Flax, which 
was very good; this will ſerve to confute ſuch as 
inſiſt that we ſhould only attempt Flax-farming in 
the fine Lands of Limerick and Tipperary, every 
Potatoe Garden in the Kingdom, is fitter to produce 
Flax, than any other Ground whatever. 

Peter Jacob Schravendyke and Patrick Kelly of this 
Neighbourhood are Candidates for Flax-premiums 
in 1753, and both have a very good Title ; there 
is a Two-handed Spinning School here, and an Ac- 
count ſhall be given of it hereafter; there is likewiſe 
a Spinning School in the French Method ; there 
are Dutch Flax-dreſlers alſo, but the Engliſh Hec- 
kell, and manner of Dreſſing practiſed in this 
Kingdom, is vaſtly ſpeedier, and preferable in every 
Reſpect. 

The Cambrick Factory here, 1s a very extenſive 
Undertaking, and however it may anſwer the pur- 
poſe of thoſe concerned, it certainly has effected 
this general Good to the Publick, that a proper 
knowledge of this Branch, in handling the. Yarn, 
Sleaing and Weaving Cambricks, is now diffuſed 
all over the Kingdom, and there is ſcarce a Factory 
but there are ſome of the Looms employed on 
thick or clear Cambricks, for the uſe of the Neigh- 
bourhood. 

The Cambrick Bleach - yard is conducted in a diffe- 
rent way from any other in this Kingdom, they have 
three ſmall Furnaces and a Kieve to each, with which 
they Buck intirely, the Reaſon aſſigned for this Step, 
was, that Bucking is the beſt Method to preſerve 
the ſmart Thread, they uſe no rubbingBoards, but 
in the Dutch Method, on a nicked part of a thick 


ſtaved Tub, and in every reſpect purſue the Dutch 


manner of ſtrong Sowers, &c. The Clerk (who is a 
Man bred to Buſineſs, and converſant in the Linen 
Manu- 
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Manufacture, ) ſeems deſirous of trying the North 
Country Method of Bleaching as practiſed in thoſe 
Parts where our fineſt Linens are moſtly finiſhed ; 
there is a Fall for a Mill at the end of the Cambrick 
Buck-houſe, and he purpoſes to have one erected 
to try both Methods, in the Bleach-yard next Year; 
the Houſes are very Roomy, and the Water 
appears to be very good, and no want of any Uten- 
ſils that may contribute to the Succeſs of the 
Scheme; there were great Quantſties of Cambricks 
in hands, ſome finiſhed, and they appeared as 
good as any Foreign in reſpe& to the Manufacturing 
and Colours. Dos 

Peter Jacob Schravendyke mentioned a Fraud 
committed by Flax-ſhop-keepers, which though a 
common Practice, the Board may be unacquainted 
with, viz. that a Perſon who has an Appointment of 
a Flax-ſhop in this Neigbourhood, came to him lately 
and told him, that he was ſtil] about one Ton and 
a half ſhort of the Quantity for which he could 
claim the Premium of eight pound per Ton, and 
therefore wanted to. buy from Mr. Schravendyke 
the Quantity he was deficient, provided Schraven- 
ayke's Mother would take it back at a nominal 
Price, a Trifle lower, by this Method thoſe fort of 
People do what they term, ſaving their Oaths. 

Caſtlebellingbam, Friday Fuly 18. There was 
a Salary granted Mr. Thomas Quin of this Place, for 
a Bleach-yard in 1749, who has now declined 
it, he had a Flax-ſhop and Spinning School, which 
are likewiſe dropt. 

There is a Gentleman, Mr. Egerton ſettled here, 
whoit is ſaid, is of great Service to this Neighbour- 
hood, by employing the Poor in the Linen 
Manufacture, and is doing a conſiderable deal of 
Buſineſs. 


Collin, 
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Collon, July 19. Examined a Bleach - yard here, 
made by Anthony Forſter, Eſq; now poſſeſſed by 
Mr. James Sidebotham, to which the Board granted 
a Salary in 1751, this Man is very uſeful, he came 
from Mancheſter, and is allowed to bleach Yarn, 
the beſt of any in the Kingdom ; he covers about 
thirty Acres with Yarn. Bleaching Yarn does not 
require a regular Green for Spread-ground, but 
any Hill that is convenient, ſuch as Paſture- ground, 
is good enough ; this Man has a very fine Bleach- 
yard, in which he Bleaches a very conſiderable 
Quantity of Linens yearly; in 1753, he Bleached 
for the Journaliſt eighty-two pieces of Dowlaſs, con- 
taining about 3690 yards, 1156 pieces containi 
about 24276 Yards of a new Manufacture he carries 
on fit for Linings and low priced Britannias, beſides 
a conſiderable Quantity of Kentings, ſome common 
Yard-wide Linens, Huckabacks, &c. He likewiſe 
Bleached the ſame Seaſon, all the Linens that offered 
from the Country, he uſes Kelp and Aſhes, ſome Ba- 
rilla, a Material approved beyond any other; his 
Buck-houſe is a very fine one, and provided with 
Machinery of the beſt kind ; he was lead into 
unneceſſary Expences, that muſt have coſt 
him at leaſt three or four hundred Pounds ex- 
traordinary, by ignorant and impoling Work-men. 
It is a great Check to the Extenſion of the Linen 


Manufacture, that Gentlemen diſpoſed to promote 


it, are ſo often deceived by Work- men. 

The lower branches of the Linen Manufacture is 
a plain ſimple Track, that requires little more 
Knowledge, than Diligence and Care, to bring it to 
Perfection. Who ever will view the North, where 
this Manufacture is in the moſt flouriſhing State, 
will find that they ſeldom are liable to thoſe Extra- 
vagancies in Buck-houſes, &c. that Gentlemen are 
but too often led into in the Southern Provinces. 
; Mr, 
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Mr. Forſter is a Claimant for a Flax Premium 


in 1753, and has a good Title; there is a Flax- 


ſhop here kept by James Clarke, and this Man 
has raiſed a large Quantity of Flax formerly. 

Drogheda, July 19. Inquired of Meſſrs. Jibbs 
about a Bleach- yard of theirs, to which a Sa- 
lary was granted for a Foreman in 1748, they had 
declined it laſt Spring was a Year. 

There is a very conſiderable Linen Manufac- 
ture carried on in this Town and the adjacent 
Country, in the coarſe Way, moſtly about 25 
Inches wide, as it is much the ſame of the Manu- 
facture, and for the ſame Purpoſes as the Bandle 
Linen Weavers ſhould be all turned to ; there will 
be Occaſion to ſpeak of it again. 

Leix/lip, July 22. Examined a Bleach-yard, the 
Property of Meſſrs. William Bryan, and Company, 
to which the Board granted a Salary for a Foreman 
in 1748, this is an excellent Improvement, and 
altho' it was a good Bleach-yard when it came 
into the Hands of this Company, yet they have 
expended in Improvements at leaſt 700 J. ſince 
their Commencement. There is One Buck-houſe 
with two Pans for bucking, two wooden Kieves, 
and one Brick Kieve for Lees, another Buck-houſe 
with one Boyler and two Brick Kieves of an ex- 
traordinary Kind, plaiſtered over with a Cement, 
and thoſe for Continuance and preſerving Heat in 
bucking, are eſteemed preferable to any other; one 
Mill-houſe with one large Water-wheel, two Pair of 
Waſhing Stocks, two Pair of Rubbing-boards, 
one Mill for grinding Aſhes, two ſowering Kieves, 
one Callendar, and a Beetling Engine, a large 
Drying Houſe, the Buſineſs is very well executed, 
2 no Aſhes but Barilla uſed thoſe three laſt 

Years, 


An 


17 


17 


1 
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An Account of Goods bleached in Meſſrs. Bryan: 


Bleach-yard, the five laſt Years, as returned 
from their Books. 


1750 3448 Ps. Cottons 96148 Yds. 
758 Fuſtians 15592 
Kentings 227 
122 Linens 5101 


4331 Pieces 117068 Yds, and 12353 1b. Lin. Yara 


1751 2909 Ps. Cottons 87256 Yds. 
710 Fuſtians 14640 
285 Kentings 5700 
Damaſks 255 
391 Linens 11346 


— — — — 


4295 Pieces 119197 Yds. and 9768 lb. Lin. Varn 


1752 2928Ps.Cottons 87018 Vds. 
592 Fuſtians 13232 
60 Kentings 1166 
Damaſks 326 
201 Linens 4581 


3781 Pieces 106323 Yds. and 10354 lb. Lin. Yarn 


1753 3473 Ps. Cottons 101201 Yds. 
253 Fuſtians 5999 
72 Kentings 1105 
Damaſks 280 
268 Linens 6756 


— — — 


4066 Pieces 115341 Vds. and 11165 lb. Lin. Varn 


1754 3370 Ps. Cottons 98617 Yds. 
557 Fuſtians 10665 
128 Kentings 2880 
289 Linens 6441 


4344 Pieces 118603 Yds. and 18274 lb. Lin. Yarn 


Amount 20817 Pieces 576532 Yds. and 61914 lb. of Yarn, 
and as much Work to be done there this Year as the laſt. 


The 
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The Buſineſs in this Yard is of great Importance 
to this Kingdom in general, and to the Poor of the yy 
City of Dublin in particular, where this F amily Þ fo 
have thoſe different Branches carried on; and as ® 
thoſe Manufactures are in a great Meaſure new to R 
this Kingdom, from the Improvement and Extent ar 
of them, they are juſtly deſerving of publick No- N w 
tice ; it would be foreign to my Purpoſe- to take ve 
Notice of the various and — Silk Manufac- 1. 
tures they carry on at ſame Time, were it not to e 
prove that it is ſuch valuable Inhabitants we chiefly 
want, who make their Genius, Application, and 
Fortunes, all conſpire to enrich themſelves and the 
Publick by the Employment of our People. 
Friday, July 25. Paſſed through Bleſſington to 
Baltinglaſs, There is very little Flax raiſed in this 
Country, which greatly impedes the Progreſs of 
the Linen Manufacture, tho' there are numerou; 
Inhabitants ; this Part of the Country never can 
make any Figure without a Linen Manufacture be- 
ing eſtabliſhed among them; there are many Band! 
Linen Weavers all over it, and there is no Want 
of Spinners, if they had Flax. 

Examined a Bleach-yard at Baltinglaſs, to which 
the Board granted a Salary for a Foreman in 1730, 
the Property of Chriſtopher Shaw ; this is well ſitu- 
ated and watered, there is a Mill with all Mach 
nery in Practice, and finiſhed in the moſt expen- 
five Way, owing to the Extravagance and Ignorance 
of the Workman, there is one large Boyler and 
Kieves, &c. ſufficient, they boy!  intirely with 
Aſhes, and finiſh their Linens pretty well; the 
Goods bleached in this Green are Yard-wides, from 
10d. to 3s: per Yard, and a conſiderable Quantity 
of Damaſks, and Diapers, that are made chiefly 
in and about Carlow, and there is a good deal of 
Buſineſs done here. 
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Carlow, Fuly 26. Examined a Bleach-yard the 
property of Philip Bernard, Eſq; to which a Salary 
for a Fore-man was granted in 1752, this is very 
compleatly finiſhed, and provided with waſh-Mill, 
Rubbing boards, &c. The Buſineſs well executed, 
and can't fail to give content to the Country, for 
whom they bleach almoſt entirely, the Green is 
very good Ground, and well ſituated, the Fore- 
man was brought from Belfaſt, the goods bleach- 
ed are chiefly Yard-wide Linens, from about 
twelve Pence to five Shillings per Yard, ſome 
Diapers, Damaſks, and Bandle Linen, very little 
Flax raiſed in this Country, Bandle Linen-weavers 
very plenty, and the Women would all ſpin if 


they had Flax on reaſonable terms, the Quantity 


Bleached in 1752, about 10000 Yards. In 1753, 


about 25000 Yards. In 1754, about 30000 Yards; 


and this Year promiſes ſtill more. 

From hence proceeded through KI, Tullw and 
Clonnygall, to Bunclody in the County of Wexford ; 
this is a well peopled Country, and they all ſpin 
up the little Flax they raiſe, into Yarn, fit for Ban- 
ale Linen; and this fort of Spinning has been 
in Practice over this Country Time immemo- 
rial, | 

Bunclody, Fuly 26. Examined a Bleach-yard, 
the Property of Mr. George Boyle; there is no 
Mill, and the Linen Manufacture ſeems to 
be on the decline; Mr. Boyle begun here in 1738, 
and has generally employed from twenty to 
thirty Looms on his own Account ſince that time, 
and having never got any Grant to enable him 
to build a Mill, nor any Aſſiſtance, except a Salary 
to a Bleacher, and ten Pounds to a Flax-dreſſer, 
both in 1748, he has been obliged of late Vears, 
in great meaſure to decline his Scheme, as he found 
he neither could Bleach ſo well or cheap, as the 

N | Drapers, 
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Drapers in Ulſter, with whom he ſold his Linens 
at the ſame Market in the Hall of Dublin. 

He has a fine Piece of Ground for his Bleach- 
yard, and Fire and Water very convenient, and 
ſeems ſtill well diſpoſed to purſue the Manufacture, 
(to which he was bred in the North,) he now 
Bleaches chiefly for the Country, and finiſhes the 
Linens pretty well. 8 

July 27. Proceeded through Ferns, Camolin and 
Clough to Gorey ; the Spinning School in Camolin 
declined ſince May laſt ; there are many Inhabitants 
in this part of the County, and very little but 
Bandle Linen made, and there are many of 
thoſe Weavers all over this Country ; there 1s not a 
County in the Kingdom where they are more defi- 
cient in the Article of Flax, nor is there a County 
more improveable. 

Gorey, uly 28. Examined a Bleach- yard in this 
Place, belonging to Mr, Ram, to which the Board 
granted a Salary for a Fore- man in 1747, one Mc. 
Carty from Donybrook being the Undertaker now, that 
knows nothing of the matter, has greatly retarded 
the Succeſs of the Linen Manufacture here; 
there 1s not any where a more convenient Situation 
for a Bleach-yard, being well ſupplied with good 
Water and a Conveniency of making a Mill, if they 
purine a Manufacture that requires it; however, 
a Manufacture, ſuch as the Drogheda Linen, will 
beſt ſuit this County in general, as Firing is very 
ſcarce in this Place, Coals at ſixteen Shillings per 

_ Ton, being the cheapeſt; Linen Manufactures 
that require Whitening, conſume much Firing, 
The Quantities Bleached here for ſeveral Years, 
are as follows, by an atteſted Return. In 
1748, 7302 Yards of Li:en, and 2640 Yards cf 
Fuſtians. In 1749, 10723 yards Linen. In 1750, 
13011 Yards. In 1751, 13735 Yards, In1752, 

| | 10119 
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10119 Yards; and in 1753, 12357 Yards. I have 


no Account of 17 54. ; but in 1755, there is already 


come in about 10712 Yards. | 

The Buck-houſe is provided with a very good 
Boyler and Kieves, nothing but Aſhes uſed. There 
is an Appointment here for a Flax- dreſſer of ten 
Pounds per Annum. Hungerford Stains and his 
Wife, for whom this Appointment was made, have 
been engaged very conſiderably for ſeveral Years, 
in keeping Flax- dreſſers, railing Flax, and providing 
the Country with this Material, and if a Flax-ſhop 
and Appointment for a Flax-dreſler is of uſe now in 
any part of the Kingdom, it is in this Place. Henry 
Whaley that has a Flax-ſhop at Balicanew in this 


County, ſays, he gets his Flax from the County of 


Roſcommon. 

Johnſtoum, July 28. Proceeded through Ene/- 
corthy hither, where there was a Salary granted 
to a Foreman for a Bleach-yard in 1751 ; there is a 
pretty good Mud-wall Buck-houſe, a large Boy ler 
and one Kieve, but no Situation for a Mill; the 
work done here as follows, in 1753, about 127 
Pieces. In 1754 about 84 Pieces; This Year the 
Bleach-yard ſeems to be greatly neglected, and 
there are come in about twenty Pieces from the 
Country, there were only thirteen Pieces on the 
Green ; inquired for the Foreman or Manager, but 
did not ſee him, Mr. Cooley has ſettled a few Linen 
Weavers in this Neighbourhood. 


Any Grants made here for Spinning Schools, are 


and were at firſt uſeleſs, as the People could all ſpin 
time immemorial, if they had the Material. There 
were about two Acres of very good Flax-near this 
Bleach-yard. | 
Tentron, July 29. Proceeded from Enneſcortliy 
hither, through Clough, Balybranon, Adamſtown- 
croſs, Balyſhannon, Newbawn, and Mul enderry- 
bridge ; Examined a 8 the * 
2 0 
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of Ceſar Colclough, Eſq; to which the Board granted 
a Salary for a Foreman in 1750; this Bleach-yard 
has been carried on theſe fix Years, the Foreman's 
Name Brown from the North, underſtands his Bu- 
ſineſs very well; this Bleach-yard is on a ſmall 
Stream, not fufficient to ſupply a Mill, but near a 
very good Situation, on a River, to which it may be 
removed there are about 250 pieces of Yard-wides, 
three Quarters and half-wide Linens, Diapers, and 
Bandle Linen, (which laft is a conſiderable Manu- 
facture in this Country) annually Bleach'd here, 
and finiſhed very well; there is no Expence ſpared, 
firing is more convenient in this Place, than 
in many other Parts of this County, very little 
Flax raiſed in this Neighbourhood, there had been 
a Spinning- School here, and like many others un- 
neceſſary, and much neglected; the ſame Children 
often continued four Years ſucceſſively, without 
changing ; from hence proceeded by way of Paſlage 
to Waterford. | | 

Waterford, July 30. Examined a Thread-bleach- 
yard, the Property of Miſs Sarah Smith, and Com- 
pany, to whom a Salary for a Head-bleacher was 
granted in 1752 ; this Bleach-yard contains about 
three Acres, and has been very expenſive in form- 
ing the Ground, and raiſing the Plots in the Cen- 
tre, which laſt particular, (as it is proper to guard 
againft Extravagancies,) is unneceſſary. There 
is in this Bleach-yard a very commodious Buck- 
houſe, with- large Boylers, Kieves, for Lees, Sow- 
ers, and Bucking ; which laſt is their intire Me- 
thod, except one Boyle, for the firſt Turn; the 
Threads are finifhed 'in the beſt Manner. 

In this Bleach yard, likewiſe all the Yarn for 
Meſſrs. Patrick and Arih. Smith's Sheeting and 
Linen Manufactures is prepared for the Loom, and 
likewiſe all the Yarn and Thread for Mr. Samuel 
Smub's Tape Manufactures, is prepared for the 

Machines, 
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Machines, the Quantities as returned from their 
Books, are as follow : Thoſe young Ladies have now 
at Work two double Thread-Mills, of 200 Bob- 
bins, — — — — 400 
Two, Ditto, of 216 — — 432 
Four ſmall Ditto, of 40 160 


— 


992 Bobbins. 


Threads made by Sarab Smith and Company, 
ſince they entered into Partnerſhip, and finiſned 


for Sale as returned by them. 
| J. ozd. 


In 1950 — — 378 12 
In 1751 — — 679 10 
In 1752 — — 1254 8x 
In 11953 — — 2125 2 
In 1754 — — 4511 4 


—— 


8949 32 


This Manufacture may equal all the reſt of the 
Kingdom in Quantity, and ſurpaſſes in Quality. 

Greenville, July 31. Examined a Bleach- yard, 
the Property of the late Patrick Smith, Junior, to 
which the Board granted a Salary. for a Fore-man 
in 1748; it is now conducted by Mrs. Smith; in 
this Bleach-yard, the fine Ell- wide Sheetings, which 
are the beſt in this Kingdom, and Yard-wides, 


made in the Factory of Meſſrs Patrick and Arib. 


Smith, are Bleached ; all Linens brought in by the 
Country Bleached here likewiſe, but diminiſhed in 
Quantity annually, as other Bleach-yards were 
erected ; The Tapes of Mr. Samue! Smith's Manu- 
facture, are all Whitened here. This Bleach-yard 
it is ſaid, was Erected in 1747, contains about 
ſeven Acres and is compleatly finiſhed, and pro- 
vided with Boylers, * a Mill, and — 
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UE 
of all Sorts in Uſe, and neceſſary ; the Water-courſe 
has been very expenſive in making, owing to the 
Unſkilfulneſs of the Conductors; They boyle intirely, 
uſe Kelp at beginning, and Caſhub Aſhes afterwards, 
Butter-milk is the only Sower uſed all over this 
Country. | 


Account of Sheetings and Linens Bleached here, 
from the Year 1748, to 1755, as Returned, is 


4 In 1748—1417 Pieces about 38259 Yds, 
Meſſrs. Smiths ſay” 4 
they have Manu- 1749 —1239 — — 33453 
factured in all, | | 
From Nov. 1747, 1750—1658 — — 44766 
to May, 1755, 
11346 ps. contain- - 1751—1159— — 31293 
ing 313814 Yds. | 
of different kinds 1752—1117 — —— 30159 
fit for Bleach- | 
ing and Exporting 1753— 1524 — —— 41148 
Grey, amounting | 


to 30609“. 1 35, 4d. 1754— 1017 — — 27459 


9131 Pieces 246537 Vds. 


The Settling of this Family at Water ford, by the 
Linen Board, has had good Effect in advancing the 
Linen Thread, and Tape Manufactures; the laſt 
two of theſe Manufactures, are the Property of Mr. 
Samuel Smith and his Siſters ; there were ten Tape 
Machines at Work, and two in Hands, that would 
be at Work ſpeedily, the Workmen both for 
making the Machinery, and working the Tapes, 


are Dutchmen, brought hither from Holland, One 


of thoſe Machines turns out a great Quantity weekly. 
The Tapes on Compariſon, in well ſorted Thread 
and Yarn, and neat Selveges, good Workmanſhip 
and Colour, are equal to any Foreign ; there were 
in the Ware-houſe, rough from -the Mills, on the 

Bleach- 
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Bleach- yard and finiſhed ready for Sale, a large 
Quantity. About three Miles from this place Mr. 
$now has been encouraged by the increaſe of the 
Linen Manufacture in this Country, to erect a 
Bleach-yard, where it is ſaid there is not leſs than 
7 or 800 Pieces Bleached annually. 

There was a Flax ſhop appointed here, to Mr. 
Chalmers Smith, but never claimed for ſince the 
Order of the Board, limiting the Premium to Jriſb 
alone, as there is very little Flax raiſed in this 
Country; there is likewiſe, a Two-handed Spin- 
ning School, of ſeventeen Scholars, on coarſe Yarn, 
for a particular Branch of the Tape Manufacture. 
The County of Waterford is as deficient in raiſin 
Flax as Wexford, and they uſe foreign Flax almoſt 
entirely, which has increaſed the Import of this 
Article greatly, ſince the general Introduction of 
the Linen Manufacture, in this Town and Country. 
Bandle Linen, was an Original Manufacture of this 
County, time out of mind; and Flax alone 
was wanted in this Country. Mr. Samuel Smith 
Erected a Flax-Mill here, and it's Uſefulneſs has 
been deſcribed at Sligo; however, he has built a 
good Houle, that may be converted into a Buck- 
houſe, and has adjoining it a Piece of Ground 
fit for a Bleach-yard. 

Greenville, Anguſt 1. Examined a Bleach-yard, 
the Property of John Green, Elq; to which the 
Board granted a Salary for a Foreman in 1750; 
there is an extraordinary good and convenientBuck- 
houſe built here, with Mill and every fort of Ap- 
paratus neceſſary and uſeful, provided with Judg- 
ment without Profuſion. This Green is well 
Situated and Watered, may be extended to any 
Degree from the Convenience of the Ground ; 
the higheſt Colours, and beſt finiſhed Lirens, 
during the Courſe of this Inſpection were here. 
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This Gentleman has annually raiſed a conſiderable 
Quantity of Flax, and has been very inſtrumental 
in leading his Tenants and Neighbours into the 
ſame laudible Scheme ; he begun Bleaching about 
the Time of his Appointment ; and has been very 
conſiderable, both as a Manufacturer and Bleacher , 
the Goods made chiefly are Yard wides from the 
loweſt to the higheſt Price. Mr. Green has till a 
Spinning School, which he is of Opinion is of great 
Uſe, it is well taken care of, but Flax alone is 
wanted, not a Knowledge in Spinning 

Mr. Green is of Opinion, that the Poor-houſe 
Scheme, of encouraging the Sale of foreign Flax 
and Tow, in fo conſiderable a manner, has been 
a greater Obſtruction to Flax-farming in the un- 
experienced Counties in his Neighbourhood, than 
can be eaſily perceived, and this Scheme has in a 
great Meaſure counterballanced all the Premiums 
hitherto given for railing Iriſb Flax. 

Mr. Green exports his Linens generally to 
England for Sale, and the Amount Bleached, as 
Returned, is as follows. 


In 1751. Manufactured by John Green Eſq; 250 Pieces. 
Taken in to Bleach for the Country 400 | 
1752 Manufactured | - | 
Taken in to Bleach —x — 850 


nn 1239S 
1753 Manufatured —— —— 400 
Taken in to Bleach —— — 1450 
| — 1850. 
1754 Manufactured —! .- 430 
Taken in toBleach —— —— 950 


1380. 


— — 520 


1755 Manufactured 
Taken in to Bleach —— — 1150 
| Fd —1670. 
N. B. The Decreaſe of Linens taken in to Bleach ſince 1753, 
is Accounted for by the Addition of three new Bleach-yards 
being Erected that Year, wiz, Mr. Griffith's, Mr. Snow's and 


Mr, Briſcoe's. ; 
| Maidenball, 
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MNMaidenball, Auguſt 2. Proceeded hither through 
Knofopher, and examined a Bleach-yard, to which 
the Board granted a Salary for a Foreman in 1751, 
the Property of Richard Griffith, Eſq; This Gentle- 
man has built an excellent Buck-houſe on the Side 
of the Nore, and like ſome others inſtanced, has 
been led into unneceſſary Expences by ig- 
norant Workmen ; there is a great deal of Mo- 
ney thrown away here in preparing Boylers, 
Kieves, and Machinery equal to any Undertaking; 
but this Gentleman very juſtly obſerves, that he 
has begun at the wrong End, for he ſhould firſt 
have been ſecure of a Manufacture equal to his 
Preparations for bleaching; he depends almoſt in- 


tirely on the Country for Buſineſs, and this is the 


third Year of his Bleaching, and fo few Linens 
ſent in, is owing to a Multiplicity of Bleach-yards 
in this Neighbourhood, that it is ſcarce worth at- 
tending. Mr. Griffuh has ſettled ſome Proteſtant 
Weavers about him; there are more Spinning 
Schools in this County, than any County in Mun- 
er or Leinſter, and all the Money expended on 
them 1s thrown away, as the Women can all ſpin 

if they had Flax. 
Auguſt 2. Proceeded to Kilkenny, where Alder- 
man William Collts lives, who had formerly been 
a Contractor for raiſing Flax, and ſtill continues 
to raiſe great Quantities, he makes uſe of the 
Dutch Oven for drying his Flax, and is of Opinion, 
ſtacking over Year is prejudicial, - and agrees with 
r. French in other Reſpects relating to Flax 
arming as taken Notice of at Monyvae, County 
Galway, This Gentleman has formed ſome 
Plans 


* It will ſcarcely be believed that Schemes of ſuch mighty 
Conſequence to the Staple Manufacture of this Kingdom, could 
be ſo long negleQed, had this ingenious Gentleman _ the 
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Plans deſerving Notice ; the firſt, is a Water Ma- 
chine by which he takes off the Bows of Flax, 
and breaks them at ſame Time, which requires 
only Children to attend it without Danger of Da- 
mage ; the next is an Engine, into which he throws 
thoſe broken Bows, and ſeparates the light Chaff 
from the Seed, and by Degrees of Progreſſion 
brings our the Flax-ſeed at once finiſhed and per- 
fectly clean fit for ſowing, thoſe Machines, like 
all uſeful Engines are very plain and ſimple when 
examined, and Plans of them might be of gene- 
ral Uſe if made publick. It is evident to every 
Man of Experience, that the Danger of Flax-ſeed 
being ſpoiled by the Bows heating before they are 
broke and ſeparated, and difficult in breaking 
them are two of the niceſt and moſt trouble- 
ſome Taſks in ſaving our own Flax-ſeed. 

Alderman Colles is of the fame Opinion with 
Mitchellburne Knox, Eſq; in Reſpect to a Flax-mull, 
from ſome Experiments he had ſeen made, and 
gets his Flax all dreſt by Hand; he is alſo of Opi- 
nion with John Green, Eſq; in Reſpect to the Poor- 
Houſe Scheme of encouraging Foreign Flax, and 
ſaid he had met with greater Difficulties (by means 
of a Ware-houſe kept in Kilkenny to ſell at the 
Dublin Prices,) than can poſſibly be deſcribed, and 
without the moſt indefatigable Pains and Perſeve- 
rance, all Flax Farmers would have been obliged 
to drop the Scheme, eſpecially in theſe unexpe- 
rienced Counties, where the ſuperior Quality of 
Iriſh Flax over Foreign is not known to the Inha- 
bitants, as the latter ſhews better to the Eye. 
| Inquired 


Native of ſome other Country, there is no Doubt but he would 
have met with Patrons ere this, who would have obtained for 
him Rewards ſuitable to his great Merit, and rendered his Machi- 
nery of general Uſe to the Publick. 
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Inquired into the Merits of Claimants for Flax 
Premiums in 1753, in this County and Carlow, 
viz. Francis Dillon, Martin Kelly, and Nicholas Shee, 
and from the beſt Accounts they may have Titles 
equal to their Pretenſions; however this is a very 
uncertain Method of giving Premiums, as one 
Man may claim for Flax not half ſcutched, and 
thereby exceed in Weight another of far ſuperior 
Merit. 

Beſsborough, Auguſt 4. Proceeded from Kilkenny 
hither, where there is a Bleach-yard, the Property 
of Mr. Shaw, to which a Salary was granted for a 
Foreman in 1740, he has kept a Bleach-yard here 
near forty Years, and was one of the firſt that 
introduced any Thing better than a Banale Linen 
Manufacture in this Country, and fince his Settle- 
ment the Linen Trade has been daily increaſing ; 
he has now a very good Bleacher from the North, 
and finiſhes Linens very well, he has a Horſe- 
mill, a very good Buck houſe, plentifully pro- 
vided with every neceſſary and convenient Uten- 
ſil, and no Expence ſpared in Stuff, to give Content 
to the Country for whom he bleaches chiefly, the 
Quantity bleached laſt Year, was 835 Pieces for 
the Country, and 125 Pieces of his own Manu- 
facture, in all 960 Pieces, chiefly low priced Yard- 
wide Linens. 

Mr. $haw in 1754, ſowed five Acres of Flax, 
which produced One Tan, eleven hundred and 
fourteen Pounds clean ſcutched, the Flax is all 
dreſt and diſpoſed off to a Trifle. This is the 
ſecond greateſt Produce met with. | 

Near this, there is another Bleach-yard, the Pro- 
perty of Mr. Briſcoe, it is a very good one, the Houſe 
and all Utenſils compleatly fixed, provided with a 
good Water-mill, and all Machinery neceſſary, and 

| much 
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much the ſame Quantity of Linens bleached here 
as at Mr. Shaw's. 

Clonmell, Auguſt 5. Came hither from Carrick- 
on-ſure, examined a Bleach-yard the Property of 
Mr. Fo. Grubb, to which the Board granted a 
Salary for a Foreman in 1750, this Bleach-yard 
1s provided with a good Mill and all neceſſary Ma- 
chinery, the Buſinek pretty well done; he is a 
conſiderable Manufacturer, there are ſeveral Spin- 
ning Schools appointed* in this County, and they 
are all as unneceſſary as in the North, as the Women 
can all ſpin one Sort or other of Linen Yarn, if 
they had Flax, but it is as much wanted here as 
any where ; there was a Spinning School appoint- 
ed for the Corporation Land of Clonmell in 1751, 
and only kept one Year. 

From hence proceeded through a rude uncul- 
tivated, and thinly inhabited Country, through 
Four-Mile Water, Balinamult, Scart, and Dromana, 


— all in the County of Waterford. 


| Villierflown, Auguſt 6. Examined a Bleach-yard 
and Factory, the Property of the Right Honour- 
able the Earl of Grandiſon, to which the Board 
granted a 1 for a Foreman in 1750, this is a 
very Improvement, and there is no Houſe, 
Uteafft or or Machine neceſſary or in Practice, but is 
provided in the greateſt Perfection here, the Stuff 
uſed is Kelp and Caſub Aſhes; this Place is a Co- 
lony of Proteſtants formed into a Village, at the 
Expence and under the Care of his Lordſhip, the 
Houſes neat and convenient, the People well cho- 
ſen, and the Linen Manufacture in a healthful 
flouriſhing Situation; there is a careful, intelligent 
Superintendant, by whoſe Means the Linens (which 
are generally low. priced Yard-wides,) are properly 
ſlea d and made; the Bleach-yard is well conduct- 


ed; their Market for Sale is chiefly the Hall in 
Dublin, 
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Dublin, there is one Half- penny per Yard more 
paid for Weaving all Sets beyond the common 
Ulage and Cuſtom ; however this is no Objection 
here, as his Lordſhip's View is to make the Poor 
happy by their Induſtry, and not to make a Pro- 
fit to himſelf. 

The Quantity of Linens bleached here the two 
laſt Years, and Part of the current Year, is as 
follows, viz. in 1753—1028 Pieces; in 1754— 
1200 Pieces; the 6th of Auguſt, 1755—1203 
Pieces of his Lordſhip's, and 160 Pieces belong- 
ing to the Country. 

There is a Common Spinning School and a 
two handed one here; a Grant for a Flax-dreſler, 
his Lordſhip is obliged to provide the Spinners 
with Foreign Flax almoſt intirely, as there is very 
little raiſed in this Country; the greateſt Part of 
the Yarn for this Factory is brought from the 
North and Connaught. 

Auguſt . Proceeded to Yrughall in the Coun- 
ty of Cork, this Country is entirely deſtitute of any 
Linen Manufacture, (except a few Bandle Linens 
made,) the Quantity of Flax raiſed is very incon- 
ſiderable, there is no where a more improveable 
Country, and at ſame Time full of Inhabitants. 

Auguſt 8. Proceeded to Caſtlemartyr through 
a populous Country, and very capable of Improv«- 
ment ; there is a {mall Bleach-yard here, the 
Property of Robert Milikin, to which a Salary 
was granted in 1746, it is well watered, and 
an Opportunity of making a Mill if neceſſary, 
however the Quantity of Linens made in this 
Neighbourhood as yet, is ſo inconſiderable that 
there is not Work for a Bleacher; his Wife 
has a Thread-mill and makes very good Thread, 
and the Colour of the Linens whitened here is pretty 
good; there are a conſiderable Number of Bandle 
Linen Weavers in this Country, and the Breadth of 

this 
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this Linen in Munſter and Leinfler does not exceed 
13 to 15 Inches. Proceeded fame Day to Cors. 
Cork, Auguſt 9. Inquired about a Bleach-yard 
of Thomas Hurlong's, to which the Board granted 
a Salary for a Foreman in 1749, but was in- 
formed he died about laſt November, he had 
ſome Share in a Bleach-yard belonging to one Pea- 
cock, who was a Bleacher here many Years. Peacock's 
Widow and the Foreman continue the Buſineſs: 
Said Furlong had a Grant of twenty Looms, which 
are now employed by different People. Mr. Curry 
carries on the Linen and Cotton Manufacture 
very extenſively here, and Meſſrs. New/om and 
Company, deal pretty conſiderably in the fame 
ay. | N 
Near this City and in it are carried on the only Sail 
Cloth Manufactures worth Notice at preſent in the 
Kingdom; Douglaſs Factory, the Property of Meſlrs, 
Pery, Carleton, &c. contains about 100 Looms, 
with Boylers, Ceſterns, Kieves, and every Appara- 
tus for preparing the Yarn to that Number, which 
they kept employed till the Duty on Trish Sail 
Cloth, that had drawn the Bounty was laid on in 
England; the Hemp manufactured there now is 
entirely Foreign; their Sail Cloth is equal, if not 
ſuperior to any Foreign, they have been fo much 
diſcouraged by the London Market (to which they 
export entirely) of late Years, and the Duty charged 
in England, with other Occurrences, as to reduce 
their Number of Looms to about fifty, and thoſe 
are now employed. There is alſo another Factory 
carried on in this City, by Mr. Francis Price, who 
has twenty-ſix Looms employed, his Apparatus 
proportionably good, and the Fabrick and Colour 
of his Goods inferior to none. There is a very 
conſiderable Quantity of Flax brought to Market 
here annually from about Clonakilty, Skibereen, and 
Dunmanway, it is half hackled, and fold about 64. 
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per Pound ; the Quantity this Year is computed at 
twenty Tons, there is good Flax imported from 
New-York, have brought a Sample of it to lay be- 
fore the Board. 

Doneraile, Auguſt 11. Examined a Bleach-yard 
belonging to Mr. William Shaw, to which the Board 
granted a Salary in 1752, this is badly ſituated, and 
the Buſineſs done but poorly, owing to their bleach- 
ing in the Cootebill Manner without watering ; how- 
ever there is a good deal of Buſineſs done, as there 
is no other Bleach yard within 20 Miles of it; the 
Utenſils are good, there is not a more promiſing 
Country in the Kingdom, for eſtabliſhing the Linen 
Manufacture in, than from Cork through Mallow 
to this Place, and it is at ſame Time very populous ; 
in 1752 there were bleached here about 200 Pieces, 
and this Year he has got in 425 Pieces from the 
Country ; there is a Bandle Linen Manufacture car- 
ried on all over this Country, and they underſtand 
railing Flax; there is a (mall Appointment to /- 
liam Stones, Flax-dreſſer here, who ſeems to under- 
ſtand the Buſineſs. 

Auguſt 13. Proceeded to Ennis-Shannon ; where 
there is a Bleach-yard, to which a Salary for a Fore- 
man was granted in 1749, This 1s one of the beſt 
Improvements of the Sort in the Kingdom, every 
Part is commodious and uſeful, ſuired to the ex- 
tenſive Manufacture carried on; making the Wa- 
ter courſe has been attended with an uncommon Ex- 
pence, owing to ſome Rocks in the Way, and un- 
ſkilful Projectors ; there is a good Mill with all 
neceſſary Machinery, Boylers, Kieves, c. ſuited 
to the Undertaking, without Profuſion; there is 
2 Factory built by Thomas Adderly, Eſq; which 
forms a Town, and the Linens made are for his. 
own Account. The Quantity from the 2gih of 
September, 1749, to the iſt of Auguſt, 1755, inclu- 
ve, as returned from their Books, and bleached in 
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this Green, are 8488 Pieces, containing 24), 333 
| Yards, amounting to 16078 J. os. 8d. and were as fol- 
lows, Yard-wides from d. to 75s. Gd. per Yard; Yard 
half quarter Sheetings from 94. to 154. per Yard; 
Ell-wide Sheetings from 144.+ to 35. per Yard, 7. 
wide Linen from 9d. to 184. Diapers of all Sorts 
and Breadths from gd. to 5s; Cambricks from 
25. gd. to 66. Dimeties from 20d. to 2s. 4d. and 
Cottons for Gowns and Furniture. There has been 
bought in this Town, ſince the 29th of May, 1752, 
600 /. Value of Linen Yarn of all Sorts, the princi- 
pal Part of the Remainder of the Yarn uſed here was 
brought from Connaught; before that Time the Yarn 
brought to Market was not worth Notice, the greater 
Part of the Linens made in this Factory are vended in 
the Country, and the Remainder ſold to Merchants 
for Exportation ; the Country did fend in about 50 
Pieces to bleach the firſt Year, and has increaſed 
annually, the Quantity is now about 300 Pieces; 
there is no Part of this Manufacture neglected, 
owing to Mr. M*Creight, a very ingenious intelli- 
gent Man, who ſuperintends it; there has been a 
conſiderable Quantity of Flax raiſed here annually, 
by Mr. Adderley, and there is an Appointment for 
a Flax-drefler, and it will be of no uſe once a ge- 
neral Scheme for growing Flax is put in Execu- 

tion. 
* The Yarn made in the two handed Spinning 
School in Dublin, has been brought hither to ma- 
nufacture, 


* This is the Production of Doctor Home's famous Scots 
Woman's Inſtructions, as taken Notice of in Page 68, and had 
the Scotch been our moſt inveterate Ene mies, they could not 
have projected a more likely Plan to deſtroy us, provided our 
Spinners had been as ready to follow the Dictates of the Linen 
Board, as they ſeemed inclinable to promote this Scheme, and 
as there have been Advertiſements publiſhed avout this two 
handed Spinning Scheme, that are as void of Truth as 13 
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nufacture, and it is ſo uneven in the drawing and 
twiſting, that it never will anſwer any other Purpoſe 
than to deſtroy all our Manufactures (if continued) 
as it would have done this Factory, had it not been 
laid aſide. 

Auguſt 14. Proceeded to Kinſale, where there 
are a few Looms kept imployed by Dennis Keiff, 
there had been a Spinning School here which was 
only kept one Year ; there is a good deal of Flax 
raiſed in this Country, and manufactured chiefly into 
Bandle Linen, or ſold in Cork, the Country very 
populous, and fit for a Linen Manufacture of any 
ſort, abounding with Firing and fine Brooks and 
Rivulets. 

Auguſt 15. Proceeded through Ennis Shannon to 
Bandon, where there was a Bleach-yard and Linen 
Manufacture, carried on by a Gentleman of the 
Town, but it is declined; from hence proceeded to 
Dunmanway. 

Dunmanway, Auguſt 16. Examined a Bleach- 
yard, the Property of Patt. Me-Giverin, to which 
the Board granted a Salary for a Foreman in 1746. 
This is extremely well ſituated, and watered, 
and great Plenty of Turf Firing all over this Coun- 


bility, ſhall detain the Reader with ſome Account of it. It 
has been publiſhed that a Woman that is capable of ſpinning 
only one Dozen in the common Way, may ſpin near three in 
this Manner as if taking from the one Hand almoſt the whole 
Aſſiſtance of the other, ſhould be a Means ef her doing 
near treble the Work, but the worſt Circumſtance is, its be- 
ing ſo uneven both in the Thread and Twiſting, that 
it is neither fit for Warp or Weft; this I know from Ex- 
amination, and ſuppoſing the Yarn to be as good as can be 
made, the Two handed Spinner will be found to loſe more 
daily to the Imployer, by drawing the Flax within the Staple, 
than the Value of ſpinning a few Cutts more will be ſufficient 
to Counterbalance, | 
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try; it is capable of being made as good as 
any in the Kingdom ; however this Man being 
bred at Cootebill, when dry bleaching was entirely 
the Cuſtom there, does not know the Ule of a 
Command of Water. The Bleaching is very te- 
dious, and but indifferent, which has greatly re- 
tarded the Progreſs of this Factory, which is eſta- 
bliſhed on the beſt Plan of any out of Ulſter. Sir 
Richard Cox's firſt Care was to incourage Flax 
Farming, ſo as to provide Material enough for 
the Spinner. This good End he has gained, and 
the Flax brought to Cork Market is moſtly from 
this Country. 

His next Care was to promote Spinning, and 
ſhall refer to his Letter to Mr. Prior for the 
Particulars of that Scheme : The Effects produced 
by it are wonderful in this Part of the Kingdom; 
for altho' there are about ſeventy Looms at Work 
on Yard Wides and Three Quarters and Half 
wide Linen, from the loweſt to the higheſt Pitches, 
Cambricks and Diapers, yet there is more Yarn 
made here than they all can uſe, ſome of which is 
bought up for the Factory of Ennis Shannon, and 
Tome part for a ſmall Factory carried on at Killarm. 
Sir Richard diſtributes annually about a hundred 
Wheels more than he gets from the Board, to the 
poor Women in the Country, on their giving ſuffici- 
ent Security to keep them in Repair, and produce 
them on the Review Day which is once a Year. This 
is now the cheapeſt Yarn Market in the Kingdom, 
Yarn from two to four Dozen in the Pound, being 
ſold at 18d. per Spangle, or 4d. halfpenny, per 
Hank, full Count and Length. Sir Richard has 
always avoided holding any Share in the Trade, but 
rather choſe to lend moderate Sums of Money from 
Time to Time, to ſuch Weavers as were of ap- 
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proved Sobriety and Care, and left the Employ- 
ment of the reſt to them; by which Means he has 
here the Draper, Manufacturer, Weaver, Spin- 
ner, and Flax Farmer, each dependant on the 
other, and all independant of him. 

The Linens made for account of thoſe con- 
cerned in the Factory, are properly ſleaed, but 
thoſe taken in to work for the Country, as high 
ſet and crowded in the Warp as any place taken 
notice of. There are two Bleach yards more erect- 
ing here, with Mills, and all Machinery, by ſome 
of the Inhabitants of the Town. The Undertaker 
of one of thoſe Bleach-yards, appears to under- 
ſtand bleaching; ſo that this Factory is likely to be 
in a promiſing Situation, in having the Linens expe- 
ditiouſly and properly bleached, which was the only 
Part they were deficient in. Sir Richard has always 
been very cautious in the Choice of People to fix 
here, and has conſtantly diſcouraged Idlers, by 
which Means, there is neither a Family or Loom 
unimployed. 

There is a Grant for a Flax Dreſſer, in this 
Place, the Money of which, he diſtributes in Pre- 
miums and Wheels. 


Bandle 


Having in many Parts of this Inquiry, as in Page 133. re- 
ferr'd to a farther Account of the Preference due to coarſe 
Spinners and Weavers in this Kingdom, I ſhall now give an Eſ- 
timate of two Spinners, the one ſuppoſed in Liter in their 
Way, and the other in Mun/er or Connaught, in their uſual 
Practice, the Accounts ſtand thus; give to each fix Pound of 
&iG Flax, of equal Quality, valued at 34, f per Pound. 
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Bandle Linen Weavers are very numerous in 


this part of the County, there are many about this 
| Town, 


&. £6 
In ULSTER the Spinner gets it hackled and produces 
two Pound and a Half of Tare or Flax that 
ſhe ſpins into three Hank Yarn, which pro-w» 3 57 
duces 75 Dozen of Yarn ſcarcely worth 54.3 per d 
Dozen, at this Time Value TE ALA 
And two Pound of Tow produces 4 Dozen of Yarn 


ſcarcely worth 44.3 per Hank 1 6 
And Backs a Pound, fit for Candle Wick Yarn, — Ne 
5 Ox 


The Account of the Spinner is for 6 Pound rough 
Flax at 34.5 15. 94. and Dreſſing Flax and Tow, 
3d. tor 7; Days on Flax, at a Dozen per Day, n 
and 4; Days on Tow, computing for one of the 5 Os 
beſt and ſpeedieſt Spinners, at 3d. per Day, in all, 

55.7, which is th. ſhort of the Spinners Wages —— 

In MUNSTER or CONNAUGHT, the Spinner 
hackles the 6lb. of Flax herſelf ſlightly, ſo as to 
take out about one Pound of coarſe 'Tow, and 
ſpins the remaining 5 Pounds into Yarn, about 12 3 9 
Cuts to the Pound, at 9 Cuts per Day, this is at pre- 
ſent worth d. per Pound 

One Pound ot roughing Tow or Backs fit for Sacken, 


Value — — a 


The Account of the Spinner is for 6 lb. of Flax at 

34.5 15. ga. the Spinner, at 9 Cuts per Day, com- 
uted moderately, is 7 Days allowing time for 3 

Dreſling the Flax valued as before, at 3d. per Day 


Ballance 0 4 
Here is Fourpence Farthing advantage to the Spinner on this 
fmall Experiment; and I have no doubt of this Computation 
being juſt, and in reſpect to Weaving, I ſhall appeal to all Ma- 


nufacturers and Weavers converſant in both the Coarſe and 


fine Branches, whether there are any plain Linens on which 
Workmen can earn more Wagee than on Oznaburghs. If theſe 
Repreſentations are Facts, it is moſt certainly the Intereſt of the 
Nation to imploy our Inhabitants in the moſt profitable Way, 
and more eſpecially, as it is the moſt extenſive and uſeful. 
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Town, forty at leaſt in and near Clonakelty, as 
many in Skibbereen, and fo in Proportion, all over 
the South-Weſt Part of this County ; theſe, Sir 
Richard ſets no Value on and never allowed one of 
them to ſettle in his Town, where he has built 
excellent Houſes, and filld them with Proteſtant 
Weavers, chiefly brought from the North ; Gentle- 
men are happily circumſtanced in this Country, in 
having ſuch an ineſtimable Number of uſeful Work- 
men amongſt them, if they were imploy'd in Ma- 
nufactures that would ſuit a Foreign Market, | 

Auguſt 17. Proceeded to Macroom, there has 
been ſome little done in this Neighbourhood in the 
Linen Manufacture, there are many Bandle Linen 
2 in this Country, and Spinners of Pound 
Yarn. 

- Auguſt. 18. Proceeded to Mzill-freet, and Kil- 

; there is a Bleach-yard near this Place, the 
Property of Mr. Martin Murphy, to which a Sala- 
ry was granted for a Foreman, in 17503 there is a 
good deal of Buſineſs done here; the Utenſils 
are very good ; he raiſes a conſiderable Quan- 
tity of Flax annually; he had about ſeven 
Acres on the Foot that looked very well ; he 
has a Spinning-School which is uſeleſs ; as the Peo- 
ple in this Country can all ſpin coarſe Yarn, and 
it abounds with Banale Linen Weavers, Mr. Mur- 
pby has a Factory ſome Diſtance off, where he hay 
built yery good Houſes, and has Twenty Looms 
employed, they were at work on low Yard 
wides, chiefly, which he diſpoſes of in his Shop; 
he is a very induſtrious Man. 

Auguſt 19. Proceeded to Caftlemain, the Country 
from Killarny hither, is pretty full of People, and 
they do a good deal in the Baxd/s Linen Manu- 
fkacture, 
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Auguſt 20. Proceeded to Dingle-Tcouch ; there is 
a ſmall Bleach-yard at this Town, to which a 
Salary of gl. per Annum, was granted in 1747, to 
Timothy Conellan ; the Linens bleach'd are pret- 
ty well finiſhed, this Man has a good Boiler, and 
ſeems to be very induſtrious, he bleaches about 150 
Pieces annually, chiefly Yard Wides ; there has 
been a Spinning School here, but the Appoint- 
ment was uſeleſs, for there is not in all Munſter 
more induſtrious Inhabitants, than on this Point, 
between Dingle and Tralee Bays, in the Banale Li- 
nen Manufacture; and it is computed, that there 
is not leſs than 1500 J. Value of Bandle Linen year- 
ly, fold in Dingle, to carry down towards Cork, and 
the Lower Parts of Munſter. From hence proceeded 
the ſame Day to Trae, through a Country, ſome 
Part of which is extreamly populous, and all im- 

ploy'd in the ſame Manufacture. 
Auguſt. 21. Proceeded to Ardart; there is a Spin- 
ning School in this Place for 40 Scholars, many of 
them at work on Statutable Yarn, this School has 
been well taken care of, under the Direction of 
Lady Croſbie ; and there is a Linen Manufacture ſet 
on Foot in this Town and Neighbourhood, of Yard 
Wides and Diapers for the Home Conſumption of 
the Inhabitants. Mr. Croſbie has lately finiſh'd a 
compleat Bleach-yard, and has three good Hands 
in it, that underſtand their Buſineſs, and altho' it 
had not been compleated above two Months, there 
had come in about 200 Pieces of different Kinds, this 
is ſituated on ſuch a Flat, that there cannot be a Wa- 
ter Mill erected ; there are very good Utenſils pro- 
vided, and a convenient good Houſe ; the Banale 
Linen Manufacture, is carried on all over this Coun- 
try, and a conſiderable Quantity of Flax raiſed, but 
in no proportion to what is neceſſary. This is a well 
inhabited Country, and the Lands good, Fire and 
| Water 
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Water in Plenty, and every Thing conſpiring to 
make them happy, if a Linen Manufacture was ge- 
nerally eſtabliſhed among them. 

Auguſt 22. Proceeded through Lixna, Liſtoavel, 
and Abbyfield, to Newcaſile in the County of Lime- 
rick, where there is ſcarcely any Thing done, ex- 
cept in Banale Linen, and thoſe Weavers are very 
numerous in this Town and Country, it being com- 
puted, that there are at leaſt 400 of them employ- 
ed in this Manufacture, in about fourteen Miles di- 
ſtance Eaſtward, towards the County of Cork. From 
hence proceeded to Rathkeal, and here inquired 
about Chriſtopher Modler, a,. Claimant for a Flax 
Premium in 1753 ; he is a Man of very good Cha- 
racter, but by the Return made of his Quantity 
claimed, he muſt. be a very unſucceſsful Farmer, as 
he only Returns five hundred Weight clean ſcutched 
Flax produced off 12 A. 24P. From hence proced- 
ed through Adair, to Limerick. The raiſing of Hemp 
is in a great Meaſure dropt all over this Country, and 
from the beſt Information, it appears to have been 
but a forced Scheme, and not natural to the Climate 
or Soil, and from the many native Advantages in 
favour of the Linen Manufacture, the not em- 
ploying Lands and People in raiſing Hemp, ſhould 
rather be conſidered as an Experiment deter- 
mined to the Advantage of the Publick than other - 
wiſe. | = N 

Limerict, Auguſt 23. Inquired into the Merits 
of Claimants for Flax Premiums in 11953, but as 
the Accounts of them in this Province are very 
different, and no poſſibility of judging at this Di- 
ſtance but from Character, can give no Account of 
them; one of the Claimants, Mr. Robert Horan raiſes 
a conſiderable Quantity of Flax annually, ſome of 
laſt Year's Produce is very good; there is a conſi- 
derable deal of Buſineſs done in the Linen Manu 

O4 facture 
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facture in this Place, and it is getting ſome footing 
in the County of Clare; there are Bleach yards both 
here and in Clare, and Bande Linen Weavers and 
Spinners of coarſe Pound and ſome Statutable 
Yarn are very numerous. 

Auguſt 25. Proceeded through Carrick-in-Liſh, 
Pallace, Cullen, and Tipperary to Caſbell; this 
Country is very thinly inhabited, the Towns po- 
pulous, many of thoſe Handle Linen Weavers in 
them, and ſome few others, the Women are all 
Spinners of the coarſe Pound Yarn; at Caſbell there 
is a new Bleach-yard, made by Ellis Chandlee, ve 
well fitted up and provided with Machinery of all 
Sorts, and there has come in this Year, upwards of 
300 Pieces of different Kinds; there is a ſmall Fac- 
tory carried on here by William Nuttar, and Mr. 
Robert Turner, one of the Flax Claimants of 1753, 
he has his Flax ſtill on Hands, it is very ſhort and 
ordinary. 20 2 | {3 

Auguſt 26. Proceeded to Thurles, this Country 
is in the ſame Situation as the laſt recited: 

Auguſt 27. Proceeded to Caſile - Durrow, this 
Country is more in the Way of raifing Flax and 
Spinning, and Flax alone is wanted. = 

Auguſt 28. Proceeded to Ballyroan, the Spin- 
ning School of this Place it is ſaid is kept at Ballin- 
akill, they raiſe a good deal of Flax in this Coun- 
try and can all ſpin ; it is well peopled and very fit 
for the Linen Manufacture. From hence proceeded 
to Munſtereven; where there is a Bleach- yard, to 
which the Board granted a Salary for a Foreman in 
1754, the Property of Mr. Felix O Veil; there is a 
tolerable Buck-Houſe, and good Utenſils, the Bu- 
ſineſs pretty well done; the Account of Buſineſs 
done, as returned to me, was in 1754, about 140 
Pieces of Yard-wides, and gths, Mr. O Neil's own 
Manufacture this Year, about 160 Pieces m_ 

| an 


- — dt. Due hgh. 


[ 193 ] 


and in this Time about 500 Pieces bleach'd for the 
Country. 

Fohnſtown, County of Kildare, September 12, Exa- 
mined a Bleach-yard and Factory, the Property of 
Mr. William Roſe, to which there was a Salary for a 
Foreman granted in 1744. This is a very good Im- 
provement, provided with all neceſſary Machinery 
of the beſt kind ; the Bleach-yard may be enlarged 
at pleaſure ; Kelp and Caſhub Aſhes, and ſome of 
the Spaniſh Barilla are uſed, the Buſiueſs well done; 
there is a very expenſive Dry-houſe built here, the 
ſimpleſt eaſy Schemes by which the deſired End 
may be obtained in any Branch of the Linen Ma- 
nufacture, ſhould be rather recommended, it is 
believed ſome part of this Expence might have been 
ſpared ; Mr. Roſe is a very induſtrous Man, and 
has eſtabliſhed the Linen Manufacture, at this 
place in a conſiderable way, the Account returned of 
the Buſineſs done, is as ſtated below ; there are 
convenient Houſes built for the Weavers, and three 
Damaſk Looms at Work. 


In The Year 1781. 


gob ps: {wide Sheeting 22186 Yds. from 184. to 37. 64. per Vd, 
"82/ps. $—— Sheeting 5617 Yds. from 124. to 164. 
117 ps. Yd. wd. Linen 2962 Yds. from 124. to gs. 
66 ps. ſundry Diapers 2406 Vds. from & to '$ wide. 
74 ps. Lawns — 1870 Yds. from 25. 24. to 55. 
121 ps. + Huckaback 4809 Yds. from 129. to 164. 
966 pieces. 39850 Yards. 


— ͤ wUb)C —̃ 


7000 Hanks high white Yaro, for Thread and Stocking-weaverg 
The 
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The Year 1752. 


868 ps. 4 Sheeting — 24384 Yds. from 184. to 35. 64. 
49 ps. z Sheeting 3607 Yds. from 12d. to 164. 
131 ps. Yd. wide Linen 3395 Yds. from 12d. to gs. 
82 ps. ſundry Diapers 3068 Yds. from 4 to 3 Yd. wides. 
55 ps. Lawns 1380 Yds. from 25. 24. to 5s. 
82 ps. 4 and V. w. Huck. 2995 Vds. from 129. to 184. 
153 ps. F wide Linen 3171 Yds. from 10d. to 134. 


1120 pieces 42000 Yards. 


— 


9500 Hanks high white Yarn, for Thread and Stocking-weavers, 
The Year 1753. 


197 ps. 4 wide Sheeting 830) Yds. from 184. to 35. 64, 
52 ps. $ Sheeting 794 Yds. from 124. to 164. 
817 ps. Yd. wide Linens 20966 Yds. from 124. to gs. 

61 ps. ſundry Diapers 2320 Yds. from + to 3 Yard-wides, 
. - $6 ps. Lawns | 1377 Yds. from 25. 2d. to 5s. 
79 ps. 5 and Yd.wd.Huc. 2680 Yds. from 129. to 184. 

178 ps. 3 Linen —— 3659 Vds. from 1043. to 134. 


1440 pieces. 43103 Yards, 


5000 Hanks high white Yarn for Thread and Stocking-weavery 


The Year 1754. 

181 ps, + wide Sheetings 7656 Yds. from 189. to 3s. 6d. 
44 ps. 2 Sheeting 3207 Yds, from 129. to 16d. 

211 ps. Yard-wide Linen 5214 Yds. from 124. to gs. 

56 ps. ſundry Diapers 2172 Yds. from 4 to :S wide 

47 p Lawns 1203 Yds. from 25. 24. to 5e. 

41 ps. Huckabacks —— 1676 Vds. from 124. to 184. 

751 ps. f Linen .— 15503: Yds. from 104. to 1 34. 

30 ps. 4 *Damaſk —— 366 Yds. containing 120 Cloths 
— — — /  *  (atlundry Prices 
1361 36997 Yards. | 
coco Hanks, high white Yarn for Thread and Stocking- 


Weavers. 
Dublin, 
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Dublin, September 14. At the Requeſt of Mr. 
William Bradley, examined a Bleach-yard in the 
Neighbourhood of this City, where there is a good 
Horle-Mill, and other Utenſils and Apparatus, in 
very good Order, the Buſineſs pretty well done. 
It is believed there is no where a greater Neceſlity 
for Improvement in Bleaching, than near this City, 
as the Linen Manufactures carried on in 1t are very 
extenſive, excluſive of the grey Sheetings, and 
other Linens brought hither for Sale, which are 
generally bleached in ſome of the many Greens 
near Town, and the Buſineſs moſtly done very 
badly. 

A” Yearly Review is the only Method to guard 
againſt a Continuance. of the Payment of Grants, 
where the proper Claimants are either dead, eloped, 
or don't fulfil their Engagements, 

This Report is from the beſt Information that 
could be had in the limited Time allowed for it, 
and the Remarks are made, to ſet the true State 
of the Linen Manufacture of this Kingdom (ſo far 
as this Jou RNAL extends to) in the cleareſt View, 
and is moſt humbly ſubmited to the Conſideration 
of the Honourable Board, By 


FokERT STEPHENSON, Inſpector. 


1 Joux NAL (although but an imperfect 
View of the Kingdom) enables the Reader to 
judge with ſome Certainty how the Country is 
Peopled, and the Inhabitants employ'd, there is 
very little Progreſs made in the Linen Manufacture, 


* as it extends, but what is here repreſen- 
ted. 


It 


1 296 ] 

If the whole Amount of all the Linen Manu- 
factures promoted by the Encouragements of the 
Linen Board, in Leinſter, Munſter and Connaught, 
and a conſiderable part of Ul/ter, are valued ac- 
cording to the Repreſentation of this JouRNAL, 
I believe they will not equal the Returns made by 
one of the Northern Country's, where the Manu- 
facture is generally eſtabliſhed, and this (it's plain) 
does not proceed from want of People, which was 
one of the Obſtacles in Sir William Temple's Time; 
but the Gentlemen to whom this Truſt hath been 
committed, not being truly informed of the State 
and Employment of the Inhabitants throughout 
the Kingdom, (or being led aftray by the Schemes 
of Foreigners, and ſuch whoſe Projects did not take 
Riſe from experimental Knowledge, either with re- 
ſpect to what could be executed at home or demand- 
ed abroad) have for a long courſe of Years, perſeve- 
red in encouraging the Natives to quit thoſe Branches 
of the Manufacture, that it muſt now be obvious, 
both Reaſon and Intereſt inclines them to purſue. 
The firſt and moſt expenſive Scheme, was the 
Inſtitution of Spinning Schools, or encouragin 
the making of fine Yarn in this Kingdom, whic 
ſeems to have taken it's Rite the 18 of Charles the 
2d. (fee page 53) but within the laſt thirtyYears, the 
Linen Board have been ſo profuſe under this Head, 
that I am of Opinion Teaching and Encouraging 
People to Spin, fine Yarn, hath coſt upwards of 
One hundred thouſand Pounds, out of the half 
Million diftributed, and by taking a View of their 
Number about the Year 1751, and in what Coun- 
ties appointed, the Publick may the better judge 
of the Effects produced or promiſed from this 
extravagant Scheme. | 


— WA 


About 


2 2 
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About the Year 1751, the Number and Appoint- 
ment of Spinning-Schools, ſtood thus throughout 


the Kingdom. 

Co. of Carlow 4 Meath 7 
Cavan 2 Queen 3 County 3 
Clare 6 Roſcommon 7 
Cork 17 Sligs 1 
Donegal. 2 Tipperary 8 
Dublin 6 Tyrone 2 
Fermanagh 1 Waterford 3 
Galway 17 Weſtmeath 11 
Kerry 12 Wexford 10 
Kilaare 8 Wicklow 5 
Kilkenny 13 — 
King's County 9 57 
Leitrim 3 I25 
Limerick 12 — 
Longford 4 | 182 
Lowth 8 In this account 20 Scholars 
Mayo T are computed to each School, 


— Which at 371. 10s. per School, 
125 amounts to 6825“. Yearly. 


I have given my Opinion in many Places 
throughout thoſe Numbers of the bad Tendency of 
this Scheme, and the little Succeſs attending it, in 
promoting fine Spinning for which it was calculated, 
ſufficiently proves it's being unnatural ; and who- 
ever attends to the JOURNAL now publiſhed, muſt 
be of Opinion, that neither thoſe who applied for 
Spinning-Schools, or thoſe who granted them, had 
rightly informed themſelves of the true Intereſt of 
this Kingdom. 

The next Scheme that ſeems to have been moſt 
expenſive to the Board, is under the Head of Uten- 


ſils, and I believe took it's Riſe in 172 g(ſee page 96) 
an 


In Colonel Archdall's Letter, (page 135) it appears the 

umber of Spinning-Schools increaſed in 1753, to 199, which 
he computes to 8000/. per Annes Charges; lee Pages 64 and 
65 in relation to them, 
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and in 1733, amounted to 44960. fer Annum (See 
Colonel Arcbdall's Letter page 135) the Frauds 
committed under this Head are innumerable, and 
as they are under the Conſideration of Gentlemen 
who have had ſufficient Experience, I ſhall not 
make farther Remarks on them at preſent. 

Flax Shops which were an annual Charge cf 
4400. in 1753, (ſee pag. 135) have been the next 
great drain of the Linen Fund; and it would be 
waſting the Reader's Time. to proceed farther on 
this Subject, after the Notice already taken of them 
throughout thoſe Numbers ; the little Advantage 
derived from the Scheme of railing Flax, by diſtri 
buting so. in each Province hath been already 
laid before the Reader. Inland Yarn Inſpectors 
are placed in ſuch a Light, as muſt leave no room 
to doubt of their Inſignificance to the Publick. 

There are two very prudent and rational 
Schemes, that have not been much attended to by 
the Board, the firſt is encouraging ManufaCturers 
to ſettle in ſuch parts of the Country as have not be- 
gun the manufacturing of their Yarn into Linen, 
and the other is granting ſmall Salaries to Bleachers 
of Yarn or Linen in thoſe Parts where ſufficient 
Quantities cannot be had from the Country of ei- 
ther ſoas to ſupport and encourage good Bleachers 
to reſide amongſt them. 

In another Paper of Colonel Arcbdall's (ſee Page 
124) we have an Account of ſome very expenſive 
and unſuccefsful Schemes of the Board in relation 
to railing Flax Seed at Home, and importing Fo- 
reign Seed ; and to thoſe we may add their Scheme 
of importing Foreign Flax, which was attended 
with as little Succeſs, and in reſpect to them, {ce 
Pages 7 and g. | 


Flax 
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Flax Dreſſers have been placed in a proper Light 
in Page 13, and throughout the Jou RN ALI. There 
are many other unneceſſary Deductions from this 
Fund, ſuch as Supernumerary and uſeleſs Clerks 
imployed, contrary to an expreſs Act of Parlia- 
ment, and Grants in Reverſion of Places, ſo as to 
perpetuate the Irregularities and Difficulties the Truſ- 
tees are now liable to. | 

I ſhall now propoſe ſome of thoſe Schemes that 
appear to me molt likely to be attended with Suc- 
ceſs, provided due Attention is had to the Execu- 
tion of them, and a watchful Eye to guard againſt 
Frauds, The firſt I ſhall preſent to the Publick, is 
the Scheme which ſeemed to meet with general 
Approbation laſt Seſſion in the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons, and was afterwards rejected at the 
Linen Board, in the Place of which they ſubſtituted 
another, ſee Page 102. 


The Scheme for Diſpoſal of the Flax Premiums 
in the ſeveral Counties of this Kingdom, as propo- 
ſed in the Honourable Houſe of Commons laſt Seſ- 
ſion of Parliament, is as follows: ; 


Firſt, the Premiums are to be given rateably ac- 
cording to the real intrinſick Value of the Flax pro- 
duced by the Claimants, to be firſt examined and 
valued by two Perſons well ſkilled in that Commo- 
dity, to be appointed in each County, who are to 
make a Return of their whole Valuation upon Oath 
to the Grand Jury at the Summer Aſſizes follow- 
ing, or the Juſtices at the Quarter Seſſions, as ſha} 
be agreed on in each County, | 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, The ſaid Valuators of each County are 
to be furniſhed with a Book, and enter every Parcel 
after the Manner of the Hearth-money Collectors, 
and to deliver to the Claimants one half of the 
Cheque, with the Date, Valuation per Hundred 
Weight andTotal Amount, together with thePerſons 
Name, County, Pariſh, and Town Land; the other 
Part of the ſaid Book to be laid before the Grand 
Jury, or Juſtices at the Quarter Seſſions, to be by 
them approved and tranſmitted to the Clerk of the 
Linen Board in Dublin, to aſcertain each Claim- 
ant's Premium. 


Thirdly, All Claimants to be excluded, who have 
not their Flax valued before the Summer Aſſizes, 
to be held the ſucceeding Year after the Flax is 
raiſed, 


Fourthly, No Claimant to be admitted, who does 
not produce three Hundred Weight of ſound clean 
ſcutched Flax, of his own Growth and Property, 

which Grand Juries at the Summer Aſſizes, or 
Juſtices of the Peace at the Quarter Seſſions held 
about the ſame Time, will be enabled to determine 
the Quantity and Value of the yearly Produce, and 
inform the Claimants how much a Pound Sterling, 
the Premium will come to on the Flax valued in 
each County reſpectively. 


The 
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This Scheme will not be of much Uſe in the 
Counties where there are large Quantities of Flax 
raiſed at preſent, as the larger the Quantity pro- 
duced in any County is, the Premium will be 
the leſs to each individual, for Inſtance 200. paid 
rateably on the Value of Flax produced in the Coun- 
ty of Doun, may not be above two Shillings in the 
Pound, whereas in many Counties in Leinſter and 
Munſter, ſuch as Wicklow and Waterford, the Can- 
didates for this Premium might get as much the firſt 
Year as their Flax would be valued to, for ſuppo- 
ſing their Flax worth gol. per Ton, it is very pro- 
bable, many Counties in /reland have not ſeven 
Ton raiſed in them annually, and by this Scheme 
none could be Claimants, but ſuch as ſowed half an 
Acre at leaſt, 

It is unneceſſary to give a Premium on a ſmal- 
ler Quantity, as the Poor will ſow their little 
Quantums annually, whether there is a Premium 
or not, and this Scheme is deſigned to ſecure in 
each County, ſufficient Store for their own Con- 
ſumption, and the Cheapneſs of the Material 
would give Life to the Manufacture in every Part 
of the Kingdom. 

When the Inhabitants of any County come to 
raiſe ſo great a Quantity of Flax, as to think the 
Premium not worth claiming, it would be unne- 
ceſlary to continue it longer there, as it is inten- 
ded hereby that every County ſhould be fully ſup- 
plied within itſelf. | 

In Page 121, a Plan is promiſed for ſaving the 
greateſt Part of our own Flax-ſeed annually, which 
may be grafted on the foregoing Scheme, for 
railing Flax, thus, to appropriate 25/, to each 

County 
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County for ſaving Seed fit for Sowing, and divide 
it rateably in each County, among the Candidates 
for the Flax-premium, either to ſuch as raiſe their 
Flax from ſriſb Seed, or ſuch as produce the 
greateſt Value of well-ſaved Seed to the Valuators 
of the ſeveral Counties, and either of thoſe Methods 
cannot fail of producing to the Publick large 
Quantities of ſound and merchantable Iriſb Seed. 

The general Diſlike that ſeems to prevail againſt 
penal Laws in this Kingdom, requires that ſome 
Scheme ſhould be propoſed that may obviate this 
Difficulty and preſerve the Property of all concerned. 
In Pages 21 to 24, the grievances of the Manufactu- 
rer, and Methods to redreſs them, are laid before 
the Publick ; but a medium may be fixed whereby 
all Intereſts may be ſecure, and the Linen Manu- 
facture extended free of Obſtructions throughout 
the Kingdom. 

In the Province of Ul/ter, where the Linen Manu- 
facture has become of ſuch Conſequence, as to coun- 
terballance all the Luxuries imported into this King- 
dom, it is conducted in the moſt convenient and 
eaſy Method that can be preſcribed, ſo as to pro- 
mote Induſtry and avoid Diſputes ; there the 
Draper, Weaver and Spinner, meet in publick 
Market; the Draper to buy fuch Linens as ſuit 
his Purpoſe ; the Weaver to diſpoſe of ſuch Linen 
as he hath made of the Yarn bought in Market, 
and the Spinner to diſpoſe of her Yarn, and 
buy Flax; by this means all are independent of 
each other, and only expect to be paid according 
to their Merits. 

In order to promote the ſame Scheme ds much 
as poſhble throughout the Kingdom, I would 
recommend giving 100. Premium in manner 


following, in twenty five Counties, and drop them 


P 2 as 
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as Markets become conſiderable in each County ; 
viz. one Premium of pol. one of 3o/l. and one 
of 201. in each County reſpectively, (except the 
Counties of Antrim, Down, Derry, Tyrone, 
Armagh, Monaghan, and Cavan ; thoſe having 
good Markets and no Occaſion for this Premium) 
to the Merchant or Draper who ſhould buy and 
export on his own Account, to any part beyond the 
Seas, the greateſt Number of Yards of Linen 
Cloth, twenty-five Inches wide or upwards, Grey 
or White, 50. to the fecond, 30l. and to the third 
in Quantity, 20/. 
This Scheme would immediately create a Mat- 
ket in each County for ſuch Linens as were made 
fit for Exportation, and encourage Weavers to 
become Frugal and Induſtrious, and anfwer all 
the Purpoſes of the Manufacturer, as they now 
do in the North ; however, if this Scheme ſhould 
ever take place, it is proper to obſerve that it 
muſt be given in the 50uth and Weſt parts of 
Donnegall, and the North parts of Louth, as there 
are Linen Markets at preſent in the oppoſite parts 
of thoſe Counties. | | 
This Scheme with thoſe for Flax and Flax- 
ſeed, are calculated, ſo as each County may benefit 
thereby, in proportion to the Care and Spirit 
ſhewn by the Gentlemen therein, and it may be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed, that the Gentlemen in moſt 
Counties, would be more particular in promoting 
ſuch Schemes as are confined to their particular 
Intereſts, and prevent Frauds, when they ſee the 
publick Fund parcelled out, ſo as every County 
may rap equal Advantage, without blending the 
whole Kingdom, or even Provinces together, as 
heretofore, 5 
The 
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The next Scheme that I would recommend to 
Gentlemen's Conſideration, is deſigned to increaſe 
our Exports of Linens to Foreign Parts, by giving 
three Premiums annually, viz. one of 100/. to 
the Merchant who ſhould export the greateſt 
number of Yards at leaſt twenty-five Inches wide, 
beyond the Seas to any Part excluſive of His 
Majeſty's Dominions ; to the Merchant who 
ſhould export the ſecond greateſt Quantity, 60ʃ. 
and to the third, 4ol. in order to lay a Founda- 
tion, that may ſoon be found a very neceſlary 
Proviſion for this Kingdom, in caſe what is ſuggeſted 
in Pages 118 and 119, and many other Parts of 
thoſe Numbers, with reſpect to Great Britain 
ſhould ever take place. 

The next Scheme that I ſhall offer at preſent 
is to publiſh a Premium annually of 1001. for the 
moſt uſeful Invention either in Machinery or 
Materials for the Advantage or Extenſion of the 
Linen Manufacture, to be determined by a Cer- 
tificate of the Linen Merchants, at the Hall in 
Dublin every Year. 

T have now laid before the Publick, ſuch 
Schemes as appear moſt likely to be attended 
with Succeſs ; and I ſhall collect them together, 
ſo as to give the Reader a view of their Amount, 
and ſome farther Remarks with reſpect to the Ap- 
plication of the remainder of the Fund, 


The 


The Inſpectors of Yarn in the capital Towns for Exporta- 
tion of Linen Yarn, may view the Linens Exported, agreeable 
to this Scheme without any additional charge to the Publick. 


© $d 7 


00 per Annum. 
The Scheme propoſed for raiſing Flax 
at 200/. in each County, is — L. 6400 
Towards encouraging the ſaving Iriſb | 
Flax-ſeed, at 257. in each County, "+ oY 
For making publick Markets in 25 
Counties in Ireland —— 2 500 
For Inſpectors to make all Yarn above 
2 Dozen Statuteable, See p. 1 54. - 300 
For Exporting the greateſt number of 
Yards to any part beyond the Seas, 
excluſive of His Majeſty's Domi- 
nions. — is ns” — | 200 
For the moſt uſeful Invention, either 
in Machinery or Materials. —— 100 
| Total L.10300 


There are ſome annual Grants of the Board, 
that it would not be prudent to drop, among 
which Bleach-yards and Utenſils granted for them, 
may amount to One thouſand Pounds per Annum, 
Manufacturers introducing new Branches, or 
ſettling in unexperienced Parts of the Country, 
are deſerving of greater Attention and En- 
couragement, than they have met with of late 
Years. | 

A Proper annual Inſpection into the Merits of the 
ſeveral Claimants, by -Men of Experience and 
Character, will be attended with a conſiderable 
Charge to the Publick. 

There 
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There are many other annual Expences of 
the Board, ſuch as their Officers of the Linen 
and Yarn, Halls, Printing, &c. that may be eaſily 
Eſtimated ; and ſhould thoſe or any general 
Schemes take place, the Buſineſs of a Clerk to 
the Board will be an Office eafily executed, - and 
by that means, be a great ſaving of the Fund, 
if ſuch only as are uſeful, be continued. 

Before I cloſe this Number it may be neceſſary 
to remind the Reader of two Particulars, that 
may feem no way pertinent to this Inquiry, where 
they are Quoted ; But there cannot be a better 
time than the preſent, to ſeek for Redrels, 
if it is thought requiſite; the firſt is in relation 
to the Proviſion made for guarding our Seas, and 
protecting our Trade; ſee pages 39, 50 and 70; 
yet notwithſtanding the great Revenue appropri- 
ated to this particular Purpoſe, the Linen Mer- 
chants and all Traders in this Kingdom during 
the late War, and the preſent, have ſeverely 
experienced the general Neglect ſhewn to our 
Trade by the Board of Admiralty, which not only 
check our Exports and Imports, and oppreſs the 
Merchant, but conſidering Land-carriage, Delays, 
and Damages, which Goods carried over Land in 
England are liableto; and in all Branches of Trade, 
the high Price of Inſurance, occaſioned by want 
of proper Convoys, is conſtantly an immenſe Tax 
on this Kingdom in the Time of War. | 

The next Article is the general neglect ſhewn 
by Magiſtrates in the Execution of the Linen 
Statutes, which renders all Laws made for pro- 
moting thereof, uſeleſs in moſt Parts of the 
Kingdom; * but as there has been much Pains 
taken by Parliament heretofore, in order to re- 
medy this Grievance, which hath not proved 


Effectual, 


® See pages 71, 76, 98, &c, 


— — q * 
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Effectual, ſome Proviſion in the next Linen Bill, 


to enforce the Execution of thoſe Statutes, would 
greatly contribute to the extenſion of the Linen 
Manufacture. 

I have now collected together as well as my Time 
would admit, all that appears to me, neceſſary, 
towards informing the Publick of the preſent State 
and Condition of this our Staple Manufacture ; and 
ſuch Gentlemen as can Improve or Controvert 
my Obſervations, will do publick Service, by com- 
municating their Sentiments. 

If I may have appeared too free, in my Remarks 


on many Occaſions throughout thoſe Numbers; 


yet I am confident, there are very few that re- 
gard the Proſperity of this Kingdom, who would 
have conveyed their Sentiments with greater Mo- 
deration, were they as thoroughly ſatisfied of the 
Facts repreſented herein, as I have been, from 
the Beginning; I ſhall always be as ready to ap- 
prove reaſonable Meaſures, as I hope I ſhall be 
enabled to diſcoyer and publiſh fuch as tend to 
deſtroy the moſt eſſential Intereſts of IKELAND. 


ERRATUM. 


In Page 17%, Line 21, After County, read in 
Proportion to its Numbers, | 


